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This invention relates to improvements in 
electrically iluminated signs of the larger, 
(outdoor type, such as are used on boulevards 
and on the tops of buildings, and eonsists of 
the matters hereinafter (escribed and more 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claim. x. 

The invention relates especiaily to signs 
of the kind upon which are depicted designs 
which include one or more features repre 
sented as in motion oras containing moving 
parts. The object of the invention is to 
produce a sign of the kind, of Cheap and 
economical construction and in Which the 
moving features contained in the subject 
matter of the design Will be made to appear 
to move-the illusion of movement being 
brought about by means of devices associated 
with the electric lamps which provide for 
the ilumination of the sign. 
The advantages of the invention Will ap 

pear more fully as I proceed with my spec 
ification. 

In the drawings:- 
Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of a 

sign containing my improvements and show 
ing as the main feature of the matter de picted thereon, a moving object in this 
case, a railroad train. 

Figure 2 is a detail, more orless diagram 
matic view, showing on an enlarged scale a 
part of the front plate of the sign structure 
with the iluminating lamps, the electric cor 
nections and other elements, by which the 
ilusion of movement is produced. 

Figure 3 is a vertical section through Fig 
ure 1 in a plane indicated by the line 3-3 of 
Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a detail vertical section on an 

enlarged scale in a plane indicated by the 
line 4-4 of Figure 2. 
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The improved sign incluides a suitable 
frame 10 in which is mounted a face plate 
11 of metal or other suitable material, as for 
example, sheet metal, and backing member 
13 secured to the frame 10 back of said plate 
and formed to provide an enclosed recess 12 
at the rear. 
The face plate 11 has depicted upon it in 

color or otherwise, as maybe desired, a rep 
resentation of a moving object Which is to 
form a part of the advertisementº-in this 
case, an express train. Certain of the most 
obvious and dominant of the moving parts 
of the train, in this case, the wheels of the 

engine and the connecting rods 14, well in 
the inmediate foreground, and the lon 
streamer of Smoke 15, flowing back from the 
engine Stack 16, are defined by means of 
stencil openings. The stencil openings 17, 
Wholly or partly define the rims of the dhiv. 
ing wheels of the engine; the stencil openings 
18 define the lower parts of the rims of the 
front Wheels of the engine; and the stencil 
Openings 19 and 20 define the streamer of 
Smoke o Steam trailing back from the en ginestack. 
The Said stencil openings are covered by 

Sheets Orpanes of translucent glass 21, which 
glass panes are Secured against the back of 
the Said Sheet metal face 11 in any convenient 
Inanner and are colored to indicate the color 
Which the Said parts are designed to have. 
Back of said glass sheets 21 (see Figure 4) are 
mounted shelves or troughs 22, which are 
formed to correspond with the openings, the 
Outline of Which they follow, and which car ry lamps 23 symmetrically disposed with ref 
erence to Said Outline. The several lamps 
are connected by suitable conductors 24 to 
an electric Switch 24' of the general type 
known as a flasher which, in turn, is con 
nected by Wires 25 to a suitable source of 
electric current. 
The lamps of the flasher are so arranged 

and connected in a familiar manner, that 
the Several lamps iñ a channel 22, as for 
example, the lamps in the channel back of 
each Opening 17 defining the rim of one of 
the driving wheels, Will be caused to be il 
luminated and cut out in rapid succession, 
proceeding from a point on said rim pro 
gressively in a direction about said rimback 
to Said point,-this rapid ilumination and 
cutting Out of the lamps occurring in succes 
sion for the Several parts appearing through 
the openings in the face plate 11 in corre 
lated relation to an actual movement of the 
rotation of the moving parts shown in the 
picture. As a result, the moving parts are 
by illusion made to appear to rotate or move 
in a manner corersponding to the rotation 
or other movement of the part represented, 
So that a Striking illusion of motionis pro 
duced in the picture disclosed in the adver 
tisement. 

In providing a sign of the kind, it is only 
necessary to pick out and provide stencil 
openings for the moving, obvious and prom 
inent moving parts of the picture displayed 
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in the advertisement, since the ilusion once 
presented as to Said parts, Will be carried to 
the other parts by the imagination of the ob 
server without, the provision of lamps or 
openings in the plate for Said other parts. 

! claim as my invention:- 
En an iluminated sign of the kind de 

scribed, a body structure including an opaque 
face plate having depicted thereon a design 
containing one or more features pictorially 
represented as moving, said face plate being 
cut to provide stencil openings otitlining the 
paths of movement of the most prominent 
parts of said moving features, glass panes 
covering Said stencil openings and fixed to 
said face plate, Said glass panes bearing 
translucent pictorial representations of the 
parts of the design at the locations included 
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in and visible at Said locations, troughs or 
houses supported back of said casing against 
Said glass panes, Said troughs being Substan 
tially uninterrupted and ópen throughout 
their lengths, electric lamps Supported by 
Said housings andarranged in lines following 
the median lines of said stencil openings, 
said lamps being Without obstructions be 
tween thema, electric conductors connected to 
said lamps, and a flasher connected to Said 
electric conductors adapted to open and 
close the circuits of said lamps in rapid suc 
cession in conformity to the illusion of move 
ment to be produced by Said lamps. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 
as my invention, afix my signature, this 
20th day of May, 1926. 

MARK SEELEN 
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