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[57] ABSTRACT

Device to control the speed of an electric motor from a
pneumatic pedal, characterized in that it includes an
element deformable with the pressure controlled by the
pneumatic pedal, an element of magnetic material form-
ing a mechanical unit with the element deformable with
the pressure and capable of modifying the inductance of
a coil incorporated into an electronic control circuit for
the current of the electric motor the speed of which is to
be controlled.

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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PNEUMATIC DEVICE TO CONTROL THE SPEED
OF AN ELECTRIC MOTOR

This invention is concerned with motor controls and,
more particularly, with a pneumatic control for control-
ling the speed of a variable speed electric motor.

In some facilities, for example, a dentist’s ofﬁce, it is
common in the performance of certain work or proce-
dures to use both pneumatic equipment, such as turbines
or air motors, and electrical motors to drive certain
types of equipment and to use such equipment succes-
sively or SImultaneously

In general, in such pneumatic equipment, air to the air
driven equipment is controlled by a pedal dépressed and
released by the foot of the operator or practitioner.
Thus, to deliver more air to, and -thus speed up the
equipment, the practitioner pushes or depresses the
control pedal and, to deliver less air to, and thus slow
down the equipment, the practitioner releases or allows
the pedal to rise, such as, e.g., by a spring, compressed
as the pedal was depressed. Where electrical equipment
is also used, up to now, the practitioner must use a
second, electrical, pedal to control the speed of the
electrical motor. Thus, when the practitioner switches
operation from one type of equipment to the other, he
must go from one pedal to the other and disrupt the
work or procedure being performed. The use of two
pedals is not only inconvenient but complicated, and
adds to the cost of installation.

The invention of the present application overcomes
the deficiencies of the two pedal system by adding to
the control system, i.e., the pneumatic pedal, an inex-
pensive pressure-to-voltage conversion device, which
allows a single pedal of the pneumatic type to be
adapted and used to control both the pneumatic and the
electrical drive systems. ’

This goal is attained by means of a device to control
the speed of an electric motor from a pneumatic pedal,
characterized in that the device includes an element
deformable with the pressure controlled by the pneu-
matic pedal, an element of magnetic material forming
one mechanical unit with the element deformable with
the pressure and capable of modifying the inductance of
a coil incorporated into an electronic control circuit for
controlling the current to the electric motor and thus
the speed of the motor.

Other characteristics and advantages of the invention
will be more apparent from the following description of
a particular mode of application of the invention, given
solely as a non-limitative example, in reference to the
appended drawings.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an electric motor
speed control device, by pneumatic pedal, according to
the invention.

FIG. 2 is an electrical characteristic diagram of the
operation of a part of the circuits of the device accord-
ing to the invention.

FIG. 3 is a detail representation of the mobile part of
the invention.

FIG. 4 is a bloc-diagram of an example of the elec-
tronic circuit employed in the device according to the
invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the speed of electric motor 8 is
controlled by the operation of pneumatic pedal 3. Pedal
3 modifies the pressure inside element 4 and causes
bellows 42 and spring 43 to expand. Rod 5 of magnetic
material, such as ferrite, is mechanically attached to
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2
element 4 and penetrates into coil 23 incorporated’in
circuit-2 of an-anti-resonant circuit type. - Oscillator--1
feeds trap-circuit'2 which is connected with circuit 6.
This circuit.delivers a D.C. signal proportioned to the
output-amplitude of circuit 2. -The output of circuit 6 is
connected to amplifier. 7 which, in turn, is connected
with the motor 8, thus controlling the speed of said
motor 8 as a function of the position of rod 5 and thus of
the position of ‘pedal -3 .(FIG. 1).

In FIG. 2, curve 9 represents the variation in the
output amplitude of circuit 2 in relation to the induc-
tance of said circuit. The inductance -of circuit 2 in-
creases as bellows 42 and spring 43 expand and rod §is
projected into-coil 23 (FIG. 3).

When the practitioner pushes on pedal 3, bellows
(FIG. 1) expands with the air pressure thus provided to
said bellows 4. This expansion causes rod 5 to penetrate
into coil 23. In the absence of pressure; rod 5 penetrates
very little into coil 23. Said coil, therefore, exhibits an
inductance of value Lo and the amplitude of the signal
at the output of circuit 2 has a value Ao. Lo, ‘Ao are the
coordinates of a point on curve 9. When pedal 3 is de-
pressed, the expansion of element 4 causes rod 5 to
penetrate further into coil 23, and the point of operation
on curve 9 becomes the point of coordinates L1 and A1.
In relation to Ao, the amplitude A1l is much greater.

FIG. 3 is a sectional representation of the deformable
element 4. Element 4 includes a metal bellows 42 pro-
vided with air inlet 41, which air inlet 41 is connected to
pedal 3 by tube 31 (FIG. 1). On the inside, attached to
the two ends of bellows 42, is spring 43. The stiffness of
spring 43 allows the deformation of bellows 42 to be
adapted to different ranges of inlet air pressure. The
magnetic material attached to bellows 42 is a ferrite rod
5 which penetrates more or less deeply into coil 23 of
circuit 2 (FIG. 1) to cause the inductance of coil 23 to
vary.

FIG. 4 represents a particular example of an elec-
tronic circuit allowing the speed of motor 8 to be con-
trolled by using a pneumatic pedal adapted in accor-
dance with the present invention to adjust circuit 2.

In FIG. 4, oscillator 1 is composed of an operational
amplifier 13 arranged as an astable muitivibrator and is
connected to circuit 2. Input 13’ of operational amplifier
13 is connected to power supply lines+and —, respec-
tively, by resistors 11 and 12, and input 13" to the nega-
tive power supply line by capacitor 16. Resistors 14 and
15 are connected between the output terminal 13" of
operational amplifier 13 and, respectively, its input ter-
minals 13" and 13". The output of oscillator 1 is con-
nected to circuit 2 through resistor 21 which, in turn, is
connected to capacitor 22 and inductance 23, arranged
in parallel to form the trap-circuit.

Rectifier circuit 6, connected to the output of anti-
resonant circuit 2 through a linking capacitor 24, in-
cludes a resistor bridge consisting of resistors 64' and
64" with a threshold-adjustment potentiometer 61, two
diodes 62 and 63, capacitors 65 and 66 an transistor 68
connected to the power supply lines by resistors 67 and
69. The output signal from amplifier 7 (FIG. 1) is ap-
plied to the emitter of transistor 68. The output of am-
plifier 7 is connected to-and controls the speed of the
electric motor 8 (FIG. 1).

It should be obvious that there are numerous varia-
tions and modifications within the scope of the present
invention, which is more particularly defined in the
appended claims.

What is claimed:
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1. A device for controlling the speed of an electric
motor from a pneumatic pressure control means, char-
acterized in that it comprises a pneumatic pressure con-
trol means; an element deformable with the pressure
controlled by said pressure control means which in-
cludes metal bellows having a pressure inlet, and spring
means incorporated on the inside or outside of said
bellows and attached to them to permit.a predetermined
deformation of said bellows in relation to said pressure,
and a rod of magnetic material attached to and moving
with the deformation of said bellows; an inductance oil;
an element of magnetic material attached to and form-
ing one mechanical unit with said pressure deformable
element, and aligned with said inductance coil for modi-
fying the inductance of said inductance coil as a func-
tion of the deformation of the deformable element as
said magnetic element is advanced into or retracted
from said coil; said inductance coil forming part of
tunable trap circuit means; further comprising oscillator
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said tunable circuit means for providing a D.C. signal of
an amplitude being a function of the deformation of said
deformable element and thus of the pressure provided
by said pressure control means; and amplifier means
connected to the output of said rectifier means and
energizing, and thus controlling the speed of said elec-
tric motor.

2. The device for controlling the speed of an electric
motor as claimed in claim 1 wherein the pressure con-
trol means is a pneumatic pedal. ,

3. The device as claimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein the
pressure controlled by the pressure control means is air
pressure.

4. The device, as recited in claim 1, 2 or 3, character-
ized in that said element of magnetic material is a dip-
ping core which penetrates said coil in relation to the
deformation of said bellows.

5. The device, as recited in claim 1, 2, 3 or 4, wherein

means connected to the input of said tunable circuit 20 said e]ement of magnetic material consists of ferrite rod.

means; and rectifier means connected to the output of
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