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(57) Abstract: Methods and apparatus are described for
facilitating a transaction between a buyer and one of a plu-
rality of sellers via the Internet. Product information re-
lating to a plurality of products meeting product criteria
specified by the buyer is presented via the Internet (204).
One of the plurality of sellers is associated with each of
the products. A first bid from the buyer for a first prod-
uct is made available via the Internet to a first seller as-
sociated with the first product (210). A first bid response
is presented via the Internet to the buyer according to re-
sponse criteria specified by the first seller. Where the first
bid response is an acceptance of the first bid, consumma-
tion of the transaction is facilitated (220). Where the first
response is a counteroffer, further negotiation via the Inter-
net between the buyer and the first seller is enabled (214).
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