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4 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in
tents and has special relation to childrens’ play-
tents.

An important object of the invention is to pro-
vide a tent structure which will be self support-
ing in open or set up condition; which shall
consist of a minimum number of parts; which
will be of minimum weight; which shall be ca-
pable of being packed in a minimum sized con-
tainer in knock-down condition; and which can
be readily and easily assembled in set-up con-
dition.

The invention resides in 2 tent of tepee form
having a plurality of frame members rigidly con-
nected at the peak of the tent and the lower
ends of the members connected together and
held from spreading by the tent fabric.

The invention also resides in the various struc-
tures, devices and combinations of same by which
the above objects are attained.

The accompanying drawings forming part of
this specification, and the following description
set forth one embodiment of the invention, but
it should be understood that the invention is not
limited to such showing except within the scope
of the appended claims.

In said drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a tent con-
structed in accordance with my invention;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation of the
tent, the tent cover being broken away to more
clearly show the support; '

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary vertical section on the
line 3—3 of Figs. 1 and 4;

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary horizontal section on
the line 4—4 of Fig. 3;

Fig. 5 is a detail section on the line 5—5 of
Pig. 3;

Fig. 6 is a side elevation of the metal connect-
ing bracket at the top of the support or frame
work;

Fig. 7 is a horizontal section on the line 7—T of
Pig. 2;

Fig. 8 is a broken side elevation of one of the
legs of the support;

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary side elevation of one
of the lower corners of the tent;

Pig. 10 is a fragmentary horizontal section on
the line 10—10 of Fig. 9;

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary side elevation of the
top portion of the tent cover;

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary vertical section sim-
ilar to Fig. 3, taken on the line 12—12 of Fig. 13,
and showing round legs instead of square legs;
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Fig. 13 is a fragmentary horizontal section on
the line 13—{3 of Fig. 12;

Fig. 14 is a horizontal section on the line {4—{4
of Fig. 12;

Fig, 15 is a fragmentary side elevation similar 3
to the lower part of Fig. 2 and showing another
means for securing the tent cover to the lower
ends of the legs;

Pig. 16 is a horizontal section on the line
{6—I16 of Fig. 15; 10
Fig. 17 is a vertical section on the line (T—I7

of Fig. 15;

Fig. 18 is a view similar to Fig. 15, but show-
ing a modification of the cover holding means
shown in Figs. 15 to 17; 15

Fig. 19 is a horizontal section on the line
19—19 of Fig. 18;

Fig. 20 is a partial longitudinal section on the
line 28—20 of Fig. 18;

Fig, 21 is a vertical section on the line 2{—21 920
of Fig. 18;

Fig. 22 is a view similar to Fig. 18, shown partly
in section and showing another simple cover
holding means; )

Fig. 23 is a transverse section on the line 25’
23—23 of Fig. 22;

Pig, 24 is a view similar to Fig. 22, but showing
a slight modification of the holding means shown
in Fig. 22;

Fig. 25 is a transverse section on the line 30
25—25 of Fig. 24; and

Fig. 26 is a fragmentary elevational view of
the inner side of the lower end of the leg shown
in Fig. 24.

The tent comprises a tent cover {5 made of can- 3
vas or the like, and made up in tent form as
shown with a plurality of flat sides 1§ reaching
from the top 17 to the bottom I8 of the tent. One
of the sides 16 is provided with an opening 19 lo-
cated above the bottom 18 of the tent cover to give 4
entrance to the fent and yet preserve the bottom
i8 of the tent cover intact or continuous clear
around the tent.

Preferably each side 16 of the tent is flat and
in the form shown there are four of these sides 4
joined together at their side edges to form a cone-
like tent cover.

To support the cover for use, I provide a sup-
porting structure which is very simple in con-
struction and readily assembled for use or dis- ;g
assembled for storage or shipping. The support-
ing structure consists of a plurality of leg mem-
bers 20 equal in number with the sides of the tent
cover and arranged at the meeting edges of the
sides {6 as shown.
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These leg members are rigidly secured together
at their upper ends to a rigid top bracket mem-
ber 21.

As shown in Figs. 1 to 10, inclusive, the leg
members 20 are rectangular in cross-section and
are preferably square.

The top bracket 21 is preferably made of metal
and is provided with grooves 22 for receiving the
upper ends of the legs 28. These grooves 22 are
preferably V-shaped to fit the inserted corners of
the legs 20 and the legs are rigidly secured to the
bracket by readily removable bolts 23. The
grooves 22 are inclined outwardly to cause the legs
28 to fit in the corners of the tent cover and hold
the sides 16 extended in flat condition,

The supporting structure consisting of the top
bracket 21 and the four outwardly inclined di-
vergent legs 28, is a relatively rigid unit and can
be lifted and moved about without collapsing.

As has been explained the tent cover is a con-
tinuous member, and it is closed at its top and
open at its bottom and is provided with the en-
trance opening 9.

For securing the cover to the support, the sup-
port is provided, adjacent to the lower ends of
the legs, with headed projections 24, see Fig. 10,
and the cover is provided with eyelets or grum-
mets 25 adjacent its lower edge on the seams con-
necting the flat sides of the cover, adapted to re-
ceive the headed projections 24. The arrange-
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taut in order to place the eyelets 25 on the pro-
jections 24 and consequently the cover is in a
sense interlocked with the support and the tent
consisting of the support and the cover is a unit
which can be lifted and moved about without
collapsing,

The grooves 22 in the bracket £i and bolts 23
arranged between the ends of the grooves make
a very rigid connection of the legs with the brack-
et and with each other which rigidly holds the
lIegs extended as desired.

It is to be noted that the bracket 21 is hollow
and is cut away between the several grooves 22,
and it is preferably made of aluminum in order
to reduce its weight to a minimum while preserv-
ing sufficient rigidity for the use to which it is
put.

It will be understood that by taking off the tent
cover and removing the bolts 23, the supporting
structure is disassembled and can be packed in
& very small space and that the cover can be
folded to occupy a relatively smail space and that
consequently the tent structure as a whole can
be packed for shipment in a container of rela-
tively small cross-section and which is long
enough to receive the legs 20. Consequently the
device lends itself to the modern ideas of mer-
chandising, that is such devices packed in indi-
vidual cartons ready for shipment and delivery.

In Figs. 12, 13, and 14, the idea is illustrated
that instead of the preferably square cross-sec-
tional legs 20, round rods 27 may be used and
will likewise be firmly held in the V-shaped
grooves 22 by the bolts 23.

To prevent the upper ends of the legs 20 from
possibly injuring the tent cover 15, the extreme
upper ends of the legs are cut off on an angle as
shown at 28, Fig. 3, s0 as to present a top surface
in substantially the plane of the top of the brack-
et 2. And as a further precaution the outer cor-
ners 29 of the upper ends of the legs 20 are bey-
eled off as best shown at 30, Figs. 4 and 8. ILike-
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wise the upper ends of the round legs 27 may be
similarly shaped.

In Figs. 15 to 21, I have shown other means for
engaging the lower edge of the tent cover with
the lower ends of the frame members or legs, for
holding the tent cover taut.

For instance at the corners of the tent cover
15 I provide pockets 31 adapted to receive the
lower ends of the frame members 20. These
pockets may be produced by turning up a hem 32
at the lower edge of the cover and leaving the hem
32 unattached to the body of the cover at the
corners, or flaps 33 may be provided at the cor-
ner portions of the cover, and these flaps left
unattached at their upper edges at the corners so
that the lower ends of the frame members can be
inserted between the flaps and the body of the
tent.

In using either form of pocket it should be un-
derstood that the cover has to be stretched be-
yond its usual size to insert the ends of the legs,
and the tension on the tent body will hold the
cover in place with the lower ends of the legs in
the pockets.

In Figs. 22-26 I have shown other means of
securing the cover to the lower ends of the legs,
which consists in providing a notch. 84 prefer-
ably inclined as shown, near the lower end of
each leg and providing, in one form, a tie string
35 on the cover adapted to engage in the notch.

As an alternate form I may secure a ring 36
attached to the cover, one for each leg, adapted
to engage in the notches 34. In both these forms
the tent cover is held taut by the securing means.

As many modifications of the invention will
readily suggest themselves to one skilled in the
art, I do not limit or confine the invention to
the specific details of construction herein shown
and described except within the scope of the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. In a tent frame, a top bracket member pro-

vided with a plurality of divergent grooves, an.

equal plurality of frame members, means for
cla.mpipg the upper ends of the frame members
in said grooves and causing the frame members to
project in a divergent manner similar to the di-
vergence of the said grooves.

2. In a tent of the kind described, a top bracket
provided with a plurality of V-shaped divergent
grooves, a like plurality of similar frame mem-
bers, the grooves adapted to receive the upper
ends of the tent frame members, means for tight-
Iy clamping the upper ends of the frame mem-
bers in said grooves and causing the frame mem-
bers to be held in divergent relation similar to
the divergence of the grooves.

3. The invention as defined in claim 2, the up-
per ends of the leg members being formed to lie
in a plane parallel with the top of the bracket.

4. In a tent of the kind described, a substan-
tially rigid frame work comprising a connecting
bracket at the top, elongated frame members se-
cured rigidly to the bracket and extending down-
wardy in divergent rotation from the bracket, a
continuous cover fitting over the frame work, the
lower edge portion of the cover turned up inside
and stitched at its edge to the body of the cover
except where the frame members are located,
thus forming pockets to receive the free ends
of the frame members.

NICHOLAS STAAB,

10

20

25

35

40

45

65

60

65

70



