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PATENT OFFICE

. Y .
ARTHUR A. BUREAU, OF CHICAGO, AND EARL P. BURK, OF OAK PARK, ILLINOIS,
ASSIGNORS TO WESTERN ELECTRIC COMPANY, INCORPORATED, OF NEW YORK, :

N. Y., A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK

PORTABLE PLATFORM OR SKID

Application flled January 1, 1930, Serlal No. 417,842,

This invention relates to a portable plat-
form or skid, and more particularly to a port-
able platform or skid to be conveyed by a
lift truck. o

An object of this invention is to provide a
portable platform which is rigidly and se-
curely constructed and which is reinforced to
withstand extraordinarily heavy loads and
exceptionally hard usage. _ B

In accordance with this object, one em-
bodiment of the invention consists of an ele-

" vated platform which has its floor embraced
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along its upper lateral and lower end edges
by ‘longitudinal and transverse angle mem-

bers, respectively, which are welded togéther -

at their ends to provide a rigid unitary frame.
The ends of the longitudinal angle members
embracing the upper lateral edges of the floor
have their downwardly depending ﬂan(%es
curved in the form of arcs to provide rounded
corners for the platform which mesh with
correspondingly rabbeted end portions of the
transverse end angle members to afford flush
connections therewith. Longitudinal run-

ners with their corners severed for the pur-

ose of safety secure the floor to said unitary
?rame and have legs attached therebeneath.
Sockets are provided in the legs cooperating
with apertures through the floor and frame-
work to receive stakes for retaining articles
on the platform. : .
A clear understanding of this one specific
embodiment of the invention will be had from
the following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing, wherein
Fig. 1is a plan view of the platform;
Fig. 2is a side elevational view thereof;
Fig, 8 is an end view of the same; .
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary enlarged detailed
view of the corner construction of the plat-
form; : '
Fig. 5is an end view of the corner construc-
tion shown in Fig. 4, and :
Fig. 6 is a sectional view of this corner con-
struction.

Referring now to the drawing wherein like

reference numerals designate similar parts
throughout the several figures, there is dis-
closed a plurality of transverse juxtaposi-
tioned planks or boards 10 which form the

floor of this platform, and engaging the up-
per lateral edges of this floor or the ends of
the planks 10 there is provided a pair of
longitudinal L-shaped angle members 11—11
with their flanges disposed horizontally or
inwardly and downwardly or vertically, re-
spectively, for this purpose. A pair of rela-
tively inverted transverse end L-shaped angle

~ members 12—12 with their flanges disposed

vertically or upwardly and inwardly or hori-
zontally, respectively, embrace the iower end
edges or ends of the platform floor. The ends

of the longitudinal lateral angle members’
11—11 project a short distance beyond the

end transverse planks 10 and haveé their hori-
zontal or inwardly extending flanges or webs
severed at their outer end corners in the form
of arcs or quarter circles and the vertical
flanges or webs of these individual longitudi-

nal “angle members correspondingly have :

their ends bent or curved inwardly to con-
form to these arcs. A welded joint is then
formed at each end of thege longitudinal an-
gles between the edge of the horizontal flange
and the edge of the vertical flange thereof,
as shown especially in Fig. 4 at 13 to provide
rounded corners for the ends of the longitudi-
nal angle members and the platform as a
safety measure. In other words, the ends of
the angle members 11—11 are cut or slit af
the juncture between the horizontal and the
vertical flanges or webs and the horizontal

web is cut to correspond with the edges of the’
last plank 10 having the form of an are of’

a circle and a straight portion as shown in
Fig. 4. The projecting portions of the verti-
cal flange or web left by this severing are
then bent around the corners of the planks
10 so that their edges are in juxtaposition
to the edges of their associated horizontal
flanges or webs and a welded seam is then
ig_rmed between these edges as illustrated in
ig, 4.

The transverse angle members 12—12 are -

likewise severed at the juncture between the
horizontal and vertical webs for a short dis-
tance from their ends, the horizontal web is
cut on the arc of a circle to. correspond with
the curve of the last plank 10 or that indicat-

ed at 13 of the angle ‘members 11—11 and
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portions of the vertical web of the transverse
angle members 12—12 equal substantially to

- the removed portions of the angle members
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11—11 are removed, thereby presenting in
abutting relation the ends of the bent por-
tions or the ends of the vertical web of the
angle members 11—11 ‘and the ends of the
vertical web of the angle members 12—12.
As shown in Fig. 4 the vertical flanges or
webs of angle members 12—12 are thus rab-
beted to provide a flush or even engagement
between the associated surfaces. Welded
seams are made in each corner of the plat-
form between edges of the horizontal web
of the transverse angle members 12—12 and
the edges of the vertical webs 13 of the lon-
gitudinal angle members 11—11 and between
the edges of the vertical webs of the trans-
verse angle members 12—12 and the end
edges of the webs 13 as shown at 14 (Fig. 5).
Thus, the longitudinal and relatively invert-
ed transverse end angle members so welded
in round corners provide a fixed and per-
manent frame for embracing the ends and
sides of the planks 10, the round corners
serving to protect against injury while the
platform is conveyed, and theinverted trans-
verse end angle members 12 operating to pro-
tect the planks 10 against knocks or jams
while the lift truck is run underneath either
end of the platform. The end boards or
planks 10 must, of course, be severed or rab-
beted at their lower outer edges in order to
be inserted between the longitudinal angle
members 11—11 and the inverted end angle
members 12—12, but it will be noted that
these angle members provide a unique con-
struction for the planks 10 are inserted be-
tween the horizontal flanges or webs of the
angle members 11—11 and 12—12.

pair of longitudinal runners or support-

- ing angle members 15 with their lower out-
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er corners cut off or severed for the purpose
of safety retain the boards 10 within the
aforedescribed framework consisting of the
longitudinal and transverse end angie mem-
bers 11—11 and 12—12, respectively, by be-

. ing clamped thereto preferably by means of
.. bolts 16 which extend through the planks
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and into said framework, and underneath
the horizontal flanges of the longitudinal
runners 15 legs 17 are secured by means of
the bolts 16 .to support the platform above
the floor. The legs 17 have tubular sockets or
receptacles 18 secured thereto, preferably
by welding, which cooperate with corre-
sponding apertures 19 extending through the
platform framework and floor for receiv-
ing stakes or pegs (not shown) to retain ar-
ticles carried by the platform. Thus, thelegs
17 elevate the platform while the runners 15
with their severed end corners and the frame-
work provided by the longitudinal angle

“members 11—11 and the transverse end an-

gle members 12—12 affording the unitary
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rounded corner structure for retamning the
floor serve to operate as a rigid and safe
structure for forming the platform.

It is, therefore, apparent from the forego-
ing description that the invention provides
a Tigidly and safely constructed portable skid
which is capable of undergoing severe usage

and overcomes as far as possible danger from

injury while it is being conveyed.
It will, of course, be understood that the
invention is not to be limited by the specific

embodiment herein described and illustrat-

ed, but is to apply to the scope of the ap-
pended claims,

What is claimed is:

1. In a portable platform, a floor, a pair
of metallic members for securing the lateral
edges of the floor with ends rounded at their
outer corners, and a pair of metallic mem-
bers for securing the end edges of the floor
likewise with ends rounded at their outer
corners, said ends of both pairs of metallic
members being interwelded to provide a uni-
tary frame with rounded corners.

2. In a portable platform, a floor, & pair of

metallic members for securing the lateral

edges of the floor and having end portions
severed and bent into the shape of arcs to
provide rounded corners for the platform,
and 2 pair of metallic members for securin
the end edges of the floor and having en
portions severed and rounded for engaging
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the ends of the lateral edge securing metallic

“members.

3. In a portable platform, a floor, a pair
of metallic members for securing the lateral
edges: of the floor and having end portions
severed in the shape of arcs and other end
portions conforming to and welded to the arc-
shaped” portions to provide rounded corners
for the platform, and a pair of metallic
members for securing the end edges of the
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flooring ard having end portions rounded for

engaging the rounded end portions of the
lateral metallic members and other end por-
tions rabbeted to provide flush connections
therewith. o
4, In a portable platform, a floor, a pair
of angle members for securing the upper
lateral edges of the floor and having their
flanges turned inwardly and downwardly, re-
spectively, the ends of the inwardly turned
anges being severed to form arcs where the
inwardly turned flanges join the downwardly
turned flanges, the ends of the downwardly
turned flanges thereof being bent inwardly
and welded to said arc shape?l portions of the
inwardly turned flanges to provide rounded
corners for the platform, and a pair of angle
members for securing the lower end edges of
the flooring having their flanges turned in-
wardly and upwardly, respectively, the up-
wardly turned flanges being rabbeted at their
ends to provide flush engagement with the
aforementioned inwardly bent end portions of
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the downwardly turned flanges of the lateral

angle members, and said inwardly turned

flanges of the lower end edge securing angle

members having their outer end corners sev-

s ered round to engage the aforementioned

rounded corners provided by said lateral edge
securing angle members.

5. In a portable platform, a floor, & pair

of longitudinal metallic angle bars having

10 one arm thereof extending over the upper-

surface of the floor at the lateral edges there-

of for securing the same, and a pair of trans-

verse metallic angle bars having one arm

thereof extending under the lower surface

15 of the floor at the ends thereof for protect-

ing the same, the ends of the longitudinal and

transverse angle bars at each corner of the

platform being notched and formed for mesh-

ing relation and to provide rounded cor-

20 ners for the platform.
In witness whereof, we hereunto subscribe
our names this 21st day of December A. D.,

1929. ARTHUR A. BUREAT.
5 .EA_RL P. BURK-
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