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1

This invention relates to roll-rug dlsplay units
to facilitate handling of rolled rugs in stores and
other places.

Rug salesmen have found it very awkward to
handle rolled rugs, both in the unrolling of a
length of rug for satisfactory display to the cus-
tomer and in rewinding the rug back on the roil
afterward. It is, therefore, the principal object
of my invention to provide a turn-table support
for the rolled rug to facilitate the unwinding and
rewinding of the rug, the support, furthermore,
having standards on opposite sides between which
an appreciable length of the rug may be extended
with the nap side out so that the storekeeper
can display enough of each rolled rug to avoid
the necessity in most cases for unrolling rugs
for a customer, customers being attracted by the
rug display who might otherwise not become in-
terested at all, thus greatly increasing the chances
for sales.

Another object is to provide turn-tables of the

kind mentioned on bases so shaped that a suit-
able number of rolls like four, for example, may
be displayed in an attractive appearing group
with their bases abutting on the sales-floor or in
the show-window, each roll having the same
length of rug extended between the side stand-
ards with the nap side out, making a very attrac-
tive and interesting display in g fairly compact
space.

Another object is to provide a device of the
kind mentioned in which one or both of the side
standards carries a horizontally extending arm
on which a display card is carried bearing g suit-
able description of the rug that is being displayed
and the price per yard so that each display gives
the customer the complete information.

The invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

Pig. 1 is a perspective view of a rug display
unit made in accordance with my invention, a
portion of the turn-table being broken away to
show the ball-bearing support;

Pig. 2 is a perspective view of the unit with a
rug displayed thereon;

Fig. 3 is a top view on a smaller scale showing
four display units in a cluster;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of another display
unit of modified or alternative construction;.

Fig. 5 is a vertical section through the display

unit of Fig. 4 with the U-shaped frame removed,
and

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the base of the same
unit.
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Similar reference numerals are applied to cor-
responding parts throughout the views. :

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, the display unit
T comprises g base 8 which may be of plywood
or any other suitable material adapted to rest on
the floor and form g support for the turn-table
9 which may also be made of plywood or any
other suitable material. - The turn-table 8 is pref-
erably circular and of a thickness that is small in
relation. to the dimensions of the rolled rug {0
to be mounted thereon for display. Two adjoin-
ing edges Il and 12 of the base 8 are in right
angle relationship so that four units can be placed
with their bases 8 in abutment to form g cluster
like that illustrated in Fig. 3 for the displaying
of four rolls of different kinds of rugs in g fairly
compact space on the sales-floor or in the show-
window. This also permits convenient placing
of two units together against a wall. Otherwise,
the units may be placed in a row with the di-
agonals of the bases aligned so that each rug
of the row.is displayed as in Fig. 2. In any event,
as will soon appear, each roll is easily accessible
for the unwinding of the rug for better display to
the customer and rewinding of the rug back on
the roll afterward. Fach turn-table has a center
post- 13 removably mounted in s center-hole 14
to keep the rolled rug 10 centered properly on the
turn-table and prevent sidewise displacement of
the roll when the rug is unwound or rewound.
The rolled rug weighs enough to-afford sufficient
purchase or grip on the top of the turntable to
insure turning of the turn-table with the roll in .
the unwinding or rewinding of the rug. The
anti-friction bearing support for the turn-table
serves to further insure the free turning of the
turn-table in these operations, the bearing shown
in Fig. 1 consisting of two sheet metal disks I3,
the lower one of which is suitably secured to the
top of the base 8 and the upper one of which
is suitably secured to the bottom of the turn-
table 9, and bearing balls 16 disposed between the
disks and rolling in circular raceways formed
therein.

Standards 17 and i8 are mounted on the base
8 in the diagonally opposite corners on diametri-
cally opposite sides of the turn-table and in radi-
ally spaced relation thereto as clearly appears in
Fig. 1. U-shaped guide wires {9 and 20 are
mounted on the standards by the press-fitting
of the ends of the arms 21 thereof in holes pro-
vided in the standards. These guides are ele-
vated from the base 8 to the approximate eleva-
tion of the turn-table 9 and are of a height
slightly greater than the width of the rug so
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that an end portion 22 of the rug can be threaded
through the guide 19 and extended across the dis~
play unit to the other side and entered in the
guide 20, as shown in Fig. 2, thus exposing a suf-
ficient length of the nap side 23 of the rug for
good display purposes. One of the standards, in
this case 1, has a horizontally extending arm
24 reaching over the rolled rug en display and
carries o display card 25 on which may be given
a suitable description of the rug being displayed,
together with the price per yard.

The display unit 7’ shown in Figs. 4 and 8 is
similar to that just described but the base 8’
and turn-table 9’ in this unit are of cast metal
construction, preferably aluminum alloy. The
center post 13 may be the same as that used in
the other unit and is shown. as remavably re-
ceived in a center-hole 14’ provided in the turn-
table 9’. In this case, a U-shaped tubulay frame
25 is provided, the lower ends of the arms 217
and: 28 of which are entered in sockets 29 and
308 provided therefor in the diamefrically opposite
sides of the base 8’, while a top cross-portion 31
forms g support for the display ecard 25'. Wire
U-guides {9’ and 26" are provided on the arms
21 and 28 for recention of the end portion 22
of the rug 18 displayed on this unit; similarly
as inthe other display unit.

In the unit 7’ the base 8" has a socket 32 in
the center of which a bearing ball 33 is provided
for anti-friction support of the downwardly pro-
jeeting central bearing boss portion 34 of the
turn-table, as part of the anti-friction. rolling
support for the turn-table on the base. The por-
tion 34 is provided with a socket (4 to receive the
center post 18. In addition, an annular track
surface 35 is provided on the bottom of the
turn-table. riear the downwardly projecting rim
portion 36 and this track surface cooperates with
a number of rellers 37 that are mounted on
radial axes in recessed portions 38 of the base:
four rollers being shown in equally cireumfer-
entially spaced relation in Pig. 6.

The two display units T and 7 obviously func-
tion similarly and afford similar advantages, but
the turn-table 9’ of the display unit 7" will. turn
with greater freedom: by virtue of the faet that
there is point support at the center on the ball
33 and rolling support near the outer edge on
the rollers 37. The hase 8 may, of course, be
made of the same shape as the base 8, if desired.
In both cases, the center post 13 is usually re~
moved when a rolled rug is to be placed on the
turn-table, and it is then inserted again in the

center-hole in the turn-table through the open !

center of the roll. The U-shaped frame 26 can,
of course; he easily removed. from the base when
the rolled rug is being placed on the turn-table,
but usually-it is not necessary to remove either
of the standards 17 and I8 from the base 8 for
that purpose, although they are preferably also
removable. The knock-down construction of both
units facilitates packing and shipping-

It is believed the foregoing description eon-
veys. a. good understanding of the objects and
advantages of my invention. The appended
claims have been drawn fto cover all legitimate:
medifications and adaptations.

T claim:

1. A device of the class described, comprising
a. flat substantially horizental base, a flat sub-
stantially horizontal support for a roll of rug
material disposed on. end on a vertical axis on
said support, means for rotatably mounting said
support. on said base to turn approximately on.
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the aforesaid vertical axis, a pair of substantially
vertical posts projecting upwardly from said base
on opposite sides of said support, and rug sup-
porting vertical guide wires attached to said posts
in closely spaced substantially parallel relation
thereto through which an unwound free end
portion of the rug is adapted to be extended so
as to expose the nap side of the rug to view in
front of said device.

2. A device as set forth in claim 1, including
a- substantially horizontal arm on the upper end
portion ef at least one of said posts, carrying a
placard bearing information pertinent to the rug
peing displayed.

3. A deviee as set forth in claim 1, including
a- substantially horizontal cross-arm connecting
the upper ends of said posts and carrying a plac-
ard bearing information pertinent to the rug
being displayed. i

4. A device as set forth in claim 1, including a
substantially herizontal cross-arm conseciing the
npper ends-of said posts and carrying a plaecard
bearing information pertinent to the rug being
displayed, the posts being detachably supported
at their lower ends on said bhase to facilitate
rlaeing a. rolied rug and the like on said support.

5. In a device of the class described, a base
of substantially eircular form having a central
besring recess provided therein and having roll=
ers. mounted in circumferentially spaced rela-
tion on the peripheral portion on substauntially
horizonfal sxes that are radially disposed with
respect. to the eentral bearing recess; and a turn-
table having a downwardly projecting eentral
bearing boss entered in the aforesaid recess in
the base, and having an annular track surface
pravided on the underside thereof adjacent the
periphery to.run on said rollers for anti-friction
hearing support of the turn-table on said hbase,
there being radially projecting socket portions
on said base in circumferentially spaced relation
having sockets theresin on substantially vertical
axes adapfed to receive posts.

6. In a device of the class described, a base of
substantially circular form having a central bear~
ing recess provided therein and having rollers.
mounted in circumferentially spaced relation on.
the peripheral portion on substantially horizon-
tal axes that are radislly disposed with respect
to the cewntral bearing recess, and a turn-table
having s dowawardly projecting central hearing
boss entered in the aforesaid recass in the base,
and- having an annular track surface provided
o the underside thereof adjacent the periphery
to run on said rollers for anti-friction bearing
support of the tuirn-table on said bass, there
being radially projecting socket portions on said
base in circumferentially spaced relation having
sockets therein on substantially vertical axes
adapted to receive posts, and said turn-table hav-
ing an annular downwardly projecting rim por-
tion disposed between the periphery of said base
and said socket portions to enclose all of the base
with the exception of said socket portions.

7. In & device of the class descriked, a base of
substantially circuler form having a central bear-
ing recess provided therein, and having rolers
mounted in circumferentially spaced relation on
the peripheral portion on substantialiy horizontal
axes that are radially disposed with respect to
the central bearing recess, and a turn-table hav-
ing'a downwardly projecting central bearing boss
entered in the aforesaid recess in the base, and
having an annular track surface provided on the
underside thereof adjacent the periphery to run
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on said rollers for anti-friction bearing support of
the turn-table on said base, there being radially
projecting socket portions on said base in cir-
cumferentially spaced relation having sockets
therein on substantially vertical axes adapted to
receive posts, and an inverted U-shaped frame,
the two arms of which form substantially verti-
cal posts demountably supported in said sockets,
each of said arms having a vertical guide slot pro-
vided therein throughout the major portion of
the vertical dimension thereof.

8. In a device of the class described, a base of
substantially circular form having a central bear-
ing recess provided therein and having rollers
mounted in circumferentially spaced relation on
the peripheral portion on substantially horizontal
axes that are radially disposed with respect to
the central bearing recess, and a turn-table hav-
ing a downwardly projecting central bearing boss
entered in the aforesaid recess in the base, and
having an annular track surface provided on the
underside thereof adjacent the periphery to run
on said rollers for anti-friction bearing support
of the turn-table on said base, there being ra-
dially projecting socket portiong on said base in
circumferentially spaced relation having sockets
therein on substantially vertical axes adapted to
receive posts, said turn-table having an annular
downwardly projecting rim portion disposed be-
tween the periphery of said base and said socket
porticns to enclose all of the base with the ex-
ception of said socket portions, and an inverted
U-shaped frame, the two arms of which form sub-
stantially vertical posts demountably supported

in said sockets, each of said arms having a verti- 3§

cal guide slot provided therein throughout the
major portion of the vertical dimension thereof.

9. In a device of the class described, a base of
substantially circular form having a central bear-
ing recess provided therein and having rollers
mounted in circumferentially spaced relation on
the peripheral portion on substantially horizontal
axes that are radially disposed with respect to
the central bearing recess, and a turn-table hav-
ing a downwardly projecting central bearing boss
entered in the aforesaid recess in the base, and
having an annular track surface provided on the
underside thereof adjacent the periphery to run
on said rollers for anti-friction bearing support of
the turn-table on said base, there being radially
projecting socket portions on said base in circum-
ferentially spaced relation having sockets thereon
on substantially vertical axes adapted to receive
posts, and two substantially vertical posts de-
mountably supported in said sockets, each having
a vertical guide slot provided therein through-
out the major portion of the vertical dimension
thereof.

10. In a device of the class described, a base
of substantially circular form having a central
bearing recess provided therein and having roll-
ers mounted in circumferentially spaced rela-
tion on the peripheral portion on substantially
horizontal axes that are radially disposed with
respect to the central bearing recess, and a turn-
table having a downwardly projecting central
bearing boss entered in the aforesaid recess in
the base, and having an annular frack surface
provided on the underside thereof adjacent the
periphery to run on said rollers for anti-friction
bearing support of the turn-table on said base,
there being radially projecting socket portions
on said base in circumferentially spaced rela-
tion having sockets therein on substantially ver-
tical axes adapted to receive posts, said turn-
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table having an annular downwardly project-
ing rim portion disposed between the periphery
of said base and said socket portions to enclose
all of the base with the exception of said socket
portions, and two substantially vertical posts de~
mountably supported in said sockets, each hav-
ing a vertical guide slot provided therein
throughout the major portion of the vertical
dimension thereof.

11. In a device of the class described, a base
of substantially circular form having a central
bearing recess provided therein and having roll-
ers mounted in circumferentially spaced rela-
tion on the perigheral portion on substantially
horizontal axes that are radially disposed with
respect to the central bearing recess, and a turn-
table having a downwardly projecting central
bearing boss entered in the aforesaid recess in
the base, and having an annular track surface
provided on the underside thereof adjacent the
periphery to run on said rollers for anti-friction
kearing support of the turn-~table on said base,
there being radially projecting socket portions
on said base in circumferentially spaced relation
having sockets therein on substantially vertical
axes adapted to receive posts, the downwardly
projecting central bearing hoss on the turn-table
having a socket provided therein adapted to
receive a center post turning with said table.

12. In a device of the class described, a base
of substantially circular form having a central
bearing recess provided therein and having roll-
ers mounted in circumferentially spaced rela-
tion on the peripheral portion on substantially
horizontal axes that are radially disposed with
respect to the central bearing recess, and a turn-
table having a downwardly projecting central
bearing hoss entered in the aforesaid recess in
the base, and having an annular track surface
provided on the underside thereof adjacent the
periphery to run on said rollers for anti-friction
bearing support of the turn-table on said base,
there being radiaily projecting socket portions
on said base in circumferentially spaced relation
having sockets therein on substantially vertical
axes adapted to receive posts, and said turn-
table having an annular downwardly projecting
rim portion dispcsed between the periphery of
said base and said socket portions to enclose all
of the bhase with the exception of said socket
portions, the downwardly projecting central
bearing boss on the turn-table having a socket
provided therein adapted to receive a center
post turning with said table.

KARL R. JOHNSON.
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