
E. G., KIN SLEY. 
GLOVE-PADDLES FOR SWIMMERS. 

No. 170,957, - Patented Dec. 14, 1875. 

71?zóp-vesses. Adararé. 6. Azita Zey. 

N. Peters, Pioto-LITHOGRAPHER, wash INGTON, D.C. 

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
EDWARD G. KINSLEY, OF STOUGHTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO 

HIMSELF AND LUTHER BELCHER, JR, OF SAME PLACE. 

IMPROVEMENT IN GLovE-PADDLES FOR SWIMMERs. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 70,957, dated December 14, 1875; application filed 
June 15, 1875. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD G. KINSLEY, 

of Stoughton, of the county of Norfolk and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new 
and useful Glove-Paddle for Swimmers; and 
do ihereby declare the same to be fully de 
scribed in the following specification and rep 
resented in the accompanying drawings, of 
which 

Figure 1 is a top view, and Fig. 2 a bottom 
view, of it. 

It consists of a piece of cloth or other suita 
ble flexible material, A, essentially of the 
form shown in the drawings, provided with a 
series of flexile finger-pockets, a b c de, ar 
ranged at and near its larger end, and to di 
verge from one another, so that there may be 
intervals or webs, ffff, of the cloth between 
them, analogous to the webs of the foot of a 
duck or other aquatic bird. Furthermore, the 
said paddle is furnished with a series of two or 
more straps, B C D, arranged and fixed to it 
as shown, each of said straps having a buckle, 
g, at one end. The said pockets are to re 
ceive the fingers of a person's hand, and the 
straps are for confining the paddle to his arm. 
To the upper surface of the paddle there is 
fixed two folding metallic braces or spiders, 
E, they being arranged in it in manner as 
shown. Each of these spiders consists of a 
plate or body, h, of metal, and two bent wires 
or bows, i, hinged or jointed to it, each at its 
ends, having an eye, k, to enable it to be fast 
ened to the edge of the flexile arm-paddle. 
The body part his fastened at its middle to 
the paddle by a rivet, l, and a metallic washer, 
m, which serve also to fasten one of the straps 
to the paddle. An edge view of one of the 
spiders is shown in Fig. 3, and a bottom 
view of it in Fig. 4. When the bows are 
turned out they bring up against the body of 

the spider, and with it serve to brace and 
support the arm portion of the paddle while 
it may be impelling a person through the wa 
ter. While the paddle may be in the act of 
being moved forward by the arm of the swim 
mer the bows will give way and allow the 
arm portion of the paddle to bend back on the 
arm, so as to lessen the resistance of the 
movement of the paddle in the water to what 
it would be were the bows rigidly fixed to the 
bodies of the spiders. At the junction of the 
two spiders I usually extend a cord or band, 
n, across the wider surface of the flexile pad 
dle, from edge to edge thereof, such, when the 
paddle may be in use, extending partially 
around the arm of the user. The cord or 
band in also answers. to hold the arm portion 
of the paddle against the arm of the swimmer 
preparatory to and while the straps may be 
in the act of being fastened thereon. The 
spiders admit of the whole article being folded 
together in a small compass. 
The mode of using the glove or gauntlet 

paddle in swimming will readily be under 
stood by a swimmer. Being of a flexile ma 
terial it will not prevent him from using his 
hand to grasp any object. 

I claim as my invention as follows, viz: 
1. A flexile glove-paddle, A, provided with 

the finger-pockets a b c de, and one or more 
spiders, E, substantially as described, ar ranged as specified. 

2. A flexile paddle provided with finger 
pockets a b c d e, confining-straps B C D, 
arm-band in, and one or more spiders, E, all 
being as and arranged substantially as speci 
fied. 

EDWARD G. KINSLEY. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. EDDY, 
J. R. SNOW. 

  


