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To all whom it may concern :
Beitknown that I, WiLL1AM O’DAY, of Sa
Franeisco city and county, State of California,
have invented Improvements in Manufactur-
ing Coffius; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing description and accompanying draw-
ings are sufficient to enable any person skilled
in the art or science to which it most uearly
appertains to make and use my said invention
or improvement without further invention or

experiment.

The object of my invention is to clieapen
the manufacture of wooden coffins by provid-
ing a simple and convenient method of con-
strueting and applying the ends of that class
of coffins or caskets which are made with oc-
tagonal ends. Ordinarily, each piece which is
used in the formation of the octagonal ends
is cut and fitted separately, so that it requires
much labor and nice workmauship to proper-
ly construct a coffi. This is owing to the
number of miter-joints to be fitted and the
taper of the casket, which necessitates each
piece to be tapered and fitted correspondingly.

By my invention I first construet an octag-
onal form of any given length, either taper-
ing or otherwise, according to the shape of
the coffin to be made. This form I make of
the proper size to serve as a pattern upon
which to fit and put together in long strips
the Loards which are to form the ends of the
coffin. I then take the long boards and miter,
fit, and nail them together, so as to provide an
octagonal end piece of any. desired length,
which-can be cut into short lengths, to form
* the ends after they have been fitted to the body
of the coffin. . _

In the drawing, A represents a coffin or
casket'having one end finished and the octag-
onal end piece B secured to its opposite end,
and in a condition ready to be cut off, so as to
finish both ends of the coffin. If the bottom
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of the coffin is to be narrower thaun the top,
the form is made tapering, and the long oc-
tagonal end piece B will also be tapering, so
as.to fit the taper of the coffin, If both ends
of the coffin are of equal width, two long end
pieces, B/, will be required, so that each one
will furnish an end, and thus provide two ends
of the same size ; but if the coffin tapers from
head to foot, the head end ean be tapering
from the butt or large.end of the long end
piece, and the foot from the . next cut, thus
providing the desired taper in the length of
the casket.

By this arrangement I am able to have the
long end pieces put together at a mill or fac-
tory, where this work can be done with great
facility and with little loss of lumber, as the
boards will cut to greater advantage where
they are worked in the long piece, and as the
pieces are put together upon a form, no mis-
take can happen. The work is, therefore, done
wore cheaply, and all the coffin-maker has to
do is to construct the box or body of his coffin
to conform to the ends, and put them.together,
thus enabling him to produce a cheaper, and
at the same time a neater, eoffin than where
the pieces have to be fitted singly. The ar-
rangement also enables me to utilize my in-
veution of making the coffin out of boards
which have been stained and polished in the
long piece before they are cut up, as deseribed
ina former application fora patent made by me.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

.As a new article of manufacture, the end
piece B, prepared in long sections, to be ap-
plied to coffins in sections, as set forth.
WILLIAM O’DAY.
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