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My invention relates to plaster rings of the
general character usually associated with out-
let or junction boxes of electric wiring sys-
tems installed in buildings having plastered

& interior walls, to guard‘against the blocking
up of the outlet boxes with plaster during
plastering of the walls around the outlet
boxes. _ '

In buildings having plastered walls, it is

10 the usual practice to position an outlet box
between. adjacent studs or beams in a wall,
and to secure the plaster foundation elements
such as wooden laths, wall boards and ex-
panded metal laths to the studs in spanning
relation to the latter. In the use of wooden
laths for example, certain of the latter pro-
ject from those studs bétween which the out-
let box with its plaster ring is situated, and
are cut off to terminate in close proximity to
the outlet box to permit access to the interior
of the latter and yet provide a foundation
for the plaster around the outlet box. Un-
less the free extremities of these laths pro-
jecting from adjacent studs to the outlet box
are supported in some manner they do not
provide the necessary stable foundation for
the plaster.

It is therefore a purpose of my invention
to provide a plaster ring embodying simple
and substantial means by which the free ex-
tremities or edges of those projecting por-
tions of the plaster foundation elements be-
tween the outlet box and the adjacent studs
will be firmly supported against lateral dis-
placement, to the end that distortion or bulg-
ing out of alignment of the wall in the prox-
imity of the outlet box, with the consequent
fracturing or falling off of the plaster, will be
positively prevented.

I will describe only one form of plaster
ring embodying my invention and will then
point out the novel features thereof in claims.

In the accompanying drawing,

Fig. 11is a view showing in front elevation
one form of plaster ring embodying my in-
vention secured to an outlet box in a wall and
supporting free extremities of plaster foun-
dation elements.

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
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2—2 of Fig. 1 and looking in the direction
of the arrows; and

Fig. 3 is-a perspective view of the plaster
ring shown in the preceding figures.

Referring specifically to the drawing in
which similar veference characters designate
similar parts in each of the several views, my
invention in its present embodiment is shown
associated with an outlet or junction box O
secured by a suitable fastening means M to a
hanger H, which latter is secured to studs or
beams S to fixedly support the outlet box be-
tween adjacent studs, all of which is con-
ventional and will be clearly understood by
those familiar with the art.

The plaster ring embodying my inventicn
is designated generally at P and although
illustrated as being annular in form, it will be
clearly understood that the term “ring” is
employed in the art régardless of the con-
figuration of the plaster ring as the latter in
some instances is rectangular or square in
outline to conform to the contour and di-
mensions in plan of the particular outlet box
with which it is to be associated. '

The plaster ring P is usually formed of
suitable sheet metal and provided with a con-
tinuous outwardly projecting base flange 10
having openings receiving headed screws 11

“threaded through ears 12 on the outlet box O

to fixedly secure the ring to the outlet box.
From the inner edge of the base flange 10 pro-
jects substantially at right angles thereto and
from the outer side thereof a continuous plas-
ter guard flange 13 which serves to guard
against the entrance into or blocking up of the
outlet box with plaster during the plastering
of the wall.- From the free edge of the guard
flange 18 projects ears 14 provided with
threaded openings 15 adapted to receive
screws (not shown) to attach a lighting or
other fixture to the ring. The general form
of plaster ring so far described is convention-
al and well known in the art.

In applying plaster foundation elements
such as wood laths I, wall boards or expand-
ed metal lath (not shown) to a wall, the foun-
dation elements are nailed or otherwise se-
cured by suitable fastening members to the
studs S to span the spaces between the latter
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in covering relation thereto. However, the
spanning of the s pace between adjacent studs
S occupied by an outlet box with laths L or
other plaster foundation elements will be ob-
structed by the plaster ring so that the laths
must necessarily terminate at the ring, thus
leaving their free extremities or edges unsup-
])01ted by the studs 5. Unless the free ex-
tremities of such portions of the laths as pro-
ject from the adjacent studs to the ving or
outlet box are supported in some manner, they
will fail to provide a proper and stable foun-
dation for the plaster so that in the case of
a ceiling for example, the weight of the plas-
ter will cause the foundation elements to
bulge or be distorted to such extent asto cause
cmcklno and breaking of the plaster arcund
the outlet box, thus rendering the wall un-
sightly and necessitating repairs thereto.

To overcome these objections I provide on
the plaster ring a uimple and substantial
means for supporting the free extremities of
those laths L or other plaster foundation
elements which terminate at the plaster ring,
and in the present instance this means is
formed on the guard flange 13 by slitting the
latter inwardly from the free edge of the
guard flange and then bending the slit por-
tions of the flange outwardly to provide a
plurality of spacgd apart tongues 16 sub
stantially parallel to, and sp‘au)d from the
base flange 10.

In applying the laths 1. or other plaster
foundation elements to the wall, they are first
cut off at such pomts along theu lengths as
to permit the free extremity th ereof which
is to terminate at the plaster ring, to be in-
serted between the tongues 16 and the base
flange 10, after which the laths are secured
to the adjacent studs. The spacing between
the tongues and base ﬁume 1s such as to per-
mit the free entry of the free extremities of
the laths, and it will be clear that with the
laths secured to the studs, the free extremities
of the laths will be ﬁrmly supported against ¢
lateral displacement so as to be securely held
in alinement with the remaining portions of
the Iaths.

It will be manifest that the tongues 16
broadly constitute an abutment over1ym<‘
the free extremities of the laths so as to pre-
vent outward displacement thereof from the
plaster ring, and that the tongues and base
flange 10 broadly speaking co-operate in pro-
“1chn<r spaced abu‘cmex1 ts between which the
free extremities of the laths are received and
retained against lateral displacement both
Inwardly and outwardly from the plane of
the ring.

Altl 1ounh with this form of my Invention,
the continuity of the guard ﬂ‘mae 13 is
broken by the provision “of the spaced apart
tongues 16, sufficient material remains be-
tween adjacent tongues to provide an effec-
tive guard against the passage of any ap-
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preciable amount of plaster when applied
to the laths to a thickness, the outer surface
of which is flush with the free edge of the
guard flange as shown in Fig. 2.

AAILhowrh T have herein shown and de-
seribed (mlv one form of plaster ring em-
bodying my invention, it is to be understood
that vaitous changes and modifications may
be made therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention and the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A plaster ring having a base flange and
means co-operating with the base flange to
form spaced abutments between which free
extrennties or edges of plaster foundation
elements are adapted to be received and sup-
ported.

A plﬂstev ring having a base flange and
smcm apart tonnues co- opemtmg with the
aze fange w form spaced abutments be-
n which free extremities or edges of
plaster -ounJuilon elements are adapted to
e received and supported.

5. A plaster ving having a base flange and
a plaster guard flange, and means on the
plaster guard flange co- opemtuw with the
base “wmne to form spaced abutments between
which free extremities or edges of plaster
foundation elements are ‘Id’lpted to he re-
ceived and supported.

4. A plaster ring having a base flange and
a plaster guard fiange, and a plurality of out-
wardly projecting. tongues on the plaster
gnard flange disposed in spaced and sub-
%Lantmlly parfﬂlel relation to the base flange.

A vlaster ring having a continnous base
ﬂange and a continuous plaster guard flange
extending laterally from the base flange, and
means on the plaster guar d flange co-acting
with the base flange to form sp‘lced apart
abutments between which extremities of
laths are adapted to be received and sup-
pouea when the plaster ring is secured to an

outlet box in a wall.

6. A plaster ring having a oontmuom base
flange and a continnous phc*ter ouard flange
extending laterally from the base flange, the
plaster gmrd flange being slit at intervals
and bent between certain of the slits to form
tongues extending substantially parallel to
the hase flange for co-action with the latter
in defining spaced apart abutments between
which extremities of laths are adapted to be
received and supported when the plaster ring
is secured to an outlet box in a wall.

GEORGE L. BARNES.
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