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Patented Feb. 29, 1944 2,342,653 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,342,653 

STEAM RON 

Roy H. Edwards, Mansfield, Ohio, assignor to 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Com 
pany, East Pittsburgh, Pa., a corporation of 
Pennsylvania 
Application May 22, 1942, Serial No. 444,115 

(C. 38-) 10 Claims. 

This invention relates to steam irons and par 
ticularly to that class of steam irons which are 
thermostatically controlled and include a valve 
controlled Water Supply for feeding Water at a 
predetermined rate to a steam generator provided 
in the iron, and it has for an object to provide an 
improved steam iron of the character set forth. 

It is another object of this invention to provide 
an improved construction of steam iron in which 
the rate of water flow to the steam generator and 
the Soleplate temperature are selected by a single 
manually adjusted means. 

In the copending application of Kenneth L. 
Woodman, Serial No. 382,305, filed March 8, 1941, 
and assigned to the assignee of the present inven 
tion, there is disclosed a steam iron in which the 
rate of Water flow is selected or predetermined 
automatically by the setting of the thermostat 
adjusting shaft. It is an object of the present 
invention to improve the steam iron disclosed in 
that application and to simplify its assembly. 
These and other objects are effected by this 

invention as will be apparent from the following 
description and claims taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
this application, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view partly in longi 
tudinal section of an electrically heated steam 
iron in which the present invention has been in 
corporated; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the iron illustrated 
in Fig. 1 with the handle removed; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged side elevational view of a 
cam, looking in the direction of the arrow A in 
Fig. 1, adapted to actuate the water valve of the : 
iron illustrated in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged side elevational view of a 
cam, looking in the direction of the arrow B in 
Fig. 1, adapted to adjust the Soleplate thermostat 
to maintain the soleplate at a selected tempera 
ture; 

Figs. 5 and 6 are views similar to Figs. 1 and 2, 
respectively, and illustrating a modified form of 
the invention; and - 

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the adjusting knob of 
the iron shown in Figs. 5 and 6. 

Referring first to the embodiment of the in 
vention illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, there 
is shown a steam iron, generally indicated O, 
which comprises a soleplate , a cover member 
f2, and a handle 3, which are secured together 
in any suitable manner. The interior of the cover 
2 is provided with suitable partitions, such as 
indicated at 4, which together with the side and 
top Walls of the cover define a liquid-storage 
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chamber or reservoir 5. This chamber may be 
filled with water or other vaporizable liquid suit 
able for dampening clothes through a suitable 
opening provided in the top of the cover, which 
Opening is normally closed by a removable plug 
6 (Fig.2). The storage chamber may be vented 

in any desired manner. 
The soleplate may be of conventional out 

line and is preferably provided with an armored 
electrical heating element 7 embedded therein, 
as disclosed in the mentioned Woodman applica 
tion. This heating element may be of well-known 
Construction and comprise an outer metallic tube 
or sheath 8 having a coiled resistance element 
9 Supported in spaced, concentric relation there 

to by means of highly-compacted heat-conduct 
ing, electrical-insulating material. 
The heating element f is connected to a suit 

able source of electrical energy by means of con 
ductors 2 (Fig. 1), as well understood in the art. 
The heating element is connected to these con 
ductors in series with a manually-adjusted ther 
mostat 22 which is supported in a recess provided 
in the soleplate so as to be responsive to the tem 
perature thereof. 
The thermostat 22 is adjusted, to maintain the 

soleplate at a selected temperature, by means of 
a knob. 23, fixed to a shaft 24, journaled in bear 
ings 25, fixed to the top of the cover 2. The 
knob. 23 is arranged so that the upper portion 
thereof projects through a window 26 provided in 
the cover. This knob is provided with a scale 
27 adapted to be read in conjunction with an 
index 28 fixed to the iron adjacent the window 
26 for indicating the selected ironing tempera 
ture. 
The rear end of the rod 24 is provided with a 

cam 29 which may be fixed thereto or formed in 
tegrally therewith, which cam engages the upper 
end of a rod 30 operatively connected to the ther 
mostat 22. The rod 30 is slidable in a vertical 
sleeve 3 which extends through the Storage 
chamber 5 and is brazed or otherwise secured in 
fluidtight manner to the upper and lower Walls 
thereof. 
As the shaft 24 is rotated by means of the knob 

23, the cam 29 raises or lowers the rod 30 to ad 
just the thermostat to maintain the soleplate at 
any desired temperature. The rod 30 is Spring 
biased upwardly to maintain the same in engage 
ment with the cam 29 and is provided with an 
adjusting screw 32, the head of which engages 
the cam 29 to aid in calibrating the thermostat. 
The thermostat and its adjusting mechanism is 
preferably arranged so that the high point 33 

  



2 
(Fig. 4) of the cam maintains the thermostat 
continuously Open regardless of the temperature 
of the Soleplate, to provide an 'off' position for 
the iron. 
As disclosed in the mentioned application of 

Kenneth L. Woodman, the heating element it is 
preferably U-shaped. The soleplate is provided 
With a recess 3 located within the bight of the 
U-shaped heating element and opening on the 
ironing Surface 35 of the soleplate. The lower end 
of this recess is closed by means of a removable 
metallic member or plug 36 which is spaced from 
the wall 37 of the soleplate overlying the recess 
to define a steam-generating space within the 
soleplate. This plug is provided with a raised an 
nular rib or baffle 38 which divides the space 
within the Soleplate into two communicating com 
partments 39 and 40. Water from the storage 
chamber 5 is supplied to the circular compart 
ment 39 within the annular baffle, as will appear 
hereinafter, where it is instantly flashed into 
steam. The steam thus formed flows over the 
annular rib into the annular compartment 
from which it is discharged, through ports 3 pro 
vided in the plug, to the material to be pressed. 
The storage chamber 5 and the steam-gen 

erator are connected together by a bushing men 
ber 42 having a passage 33 therethrough. This 
bushing is received in aligned openings provided 
in the lower wall 8 of the storage chamber and 
the upper wall 3 of the soleplate. This buishing 
is preferably brazed or otherwise secured in fiuid 
tight relation to the wall 8 and is clamped in 
fluidtight relation to the solepate by means of a 
nut 44 threaded on the lower reduced end of the 
bushing. 
The passage 3 in the bushing connects the in 

terior of the storage chamber with the interior 
of the steam-generator. The upper end of this 
passage flares outwardly to provide a valve seat 
5 which is engageable by the lower tapered end 

46 of a valve stem 67 to close the passage. The 
valve stem extends through and is guided for ver 
tical movement by a sleeve 38 secured in fiuid 
tight relation, as by brazing, to the upper wall 
of the storage chamber and telescoped over the 
reduced upper end of the bushing 42. This sleeve 
is provided with suitable apertures 49 which per 
mit water in the storage chamber 5 to enter the 
passage 33 when the valve is open. 
The Ipper end of the valve stem extends 

through a bracket 5 fixed to the iron. This 
bracket also serves as a stop or abutment for a 
compression Spring 52 coiled about the 1pper end 
of the valve stem. The lower end of this comi 
pression spring engages a shoulder 53 formed on 
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2,842,353 
The short arm 58 of the bell-crank ever is 

adapted to engage or be moved clear of a cam. 
53 carried on the forward end of the rotatable 
rod 24, depending on the position of the arm 55. 
In the full line position of the lever 54 (Fig. 2) 
the arm 58 thereof is clear of the cam 59 and the 
Spring 52 maintains the water valve closed. This 
position of the lever is identified by the legend 
"bry' on the iron. By Swinging the lever to the 
dotted line position (Fig. 2) the arm 58 of the 
lever overlies the can 59 and, depending upon 
the position of the cam, may be raised thereby 
to open the water valve. This position of the 
lever may be termed the steam position and is 
so identified by the legend 'Steam.' 
The cam 59 is of such contour as to open the 

Water Valve any desired amount between closed 
position and 8, maximum open position, depend- . 
ing upon the temperature adjustment of the 
thermosta, to provide a rate of water flow to 
the steam generator which will supply the cor 
rect amount of steam for the type of material 
to be pressed. Thus the cams 29 and 59 are cor 
related So that, for each temperature Setting of 
the therRinostat, affected by the cam 23, the cam 
59 will open the water valve a certain amount to 
provide the correct rate of water flow to the 
steam generator. It is to be understood that the 
can 59 Inay be shaped to provide any change in 
the rate of flow fron a minimum to a naximum 
value as the knob. 23 is turned to adjust the sole 
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the valve stem so that the spring tends to bias 
the valve stem into valve-closing position to stop 
the flow of water from the storage chamber 35 
into the steam generator. 
The valve is opened and closed by means of a 

bell-crank lever 5 secured to the valve stem, be 
low the shoulder 53. The lever may be either 
fixed or rotatable on the valve stem. One arm 
55 of the bell-crank lever projects beyond the 
side of the handle 3 through a suitable slot or 
recess provided therein and is adapted to be 
manually moved between the full line position 
shown in Fig.2 and the dotted line position there 
shown, and is maintained in either of these po 
sitions by means of a toggle or over-center spring 
56, fixed at one end to the bracket 5 and at its 
other end to the arm 55. Suitable stops. 5; pre 
vent the movement of the arm 55 beyond the two 
positions, 
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plate temperature. Surther, the iron may be 
used either as a dry iron or as a steam iron with 
out changing the setting of the knob. 23 by ma 
nipulating the arm 55 of the beli-crank lever 38 
to either the “Ory' position or the "Steam' 
position. 

in Figs. 3 and 4, the cams 59 and 29 have been 
shown on an enlarged scale in the position they 
assume when the knob. 23 is set at 'off." In each 
of these figures, the parts of the cams which en 
gage the respective abutments 38 and 32 when 
the knob is adjusted to maintain the soleplate 
at a given temperature level have been identified 
by the same legends appearing on the knob it 
self. Thus, when the knob. 23 is turned to bring 
the legend "linen' opposite the index 28, the 
point on the can 29 identified by the legend 
“linen' in Fig. 4 will overlie the screw head 32 
and adjust the thermostat 22 to maintain the 
Soleplate at a temperature. Suitable for ironing 
linen. Similarly, this setting of the knob. 23 will 
bring the point of the can S9 identified by the 
legend "linen' beneath the arm 58 to raise the 
valve stem sufficiently to provide a rate of water 
ficw to the steam generator sufficient to correct 
ly danpen linen. - 

in Figs. 3 and 4, reference circles 59c. and 29d., 
respectively, have been provided to better show 
the amount the valve stem is raised by the cam 
59 as the knob. 23 is turned from "rayon' to 
"line,' and the annouilt the thermostat adjust 
ing rod 36 is permitted to rise as the knob. 23 is 
turned from the "off’ position to the "inen' po 
sition, in these figures, curved arrows have also 
been applied to indicate the direction of rotation 
of the cans as the knob is turned throughout the 
range of adjustment, fron 'off' to "inen.' 

in figs, 5 and 6, there is shown a slightly dif 
fei?era, embodiinent of the invention in which the 
bell-crank ever 5 of the iron G may be omitted 
while permitting the iron to be used either as a 
dry iron or a stean iron, and in which the rate 
of Water fow is automatically determined by the 
tenpeare setting o' a single control knob. 

  



2,342,653 
The modified iron, generally indicated 60, as 

in the case of the iron 0, includes a soleplate 6, 
a cover member 62, and a handle 63 which are 
secured together in any suitable manner. The 
soleplate 6 and its heating element 64, the steam 
generator 65, and thermostat 66 for controlling 
the temperature of the Soleplate may be identical 
with that shown in Fig. 1 and described in detail 
above, and therefore, a description of these parts 
need not be repeated. The interior of the cover 
62 is also provided with partitions, such as 67, to 
define a water storage chamber 68. As in the 
case of the iron 0, water from the storage cham 
ber 68 is supplied to the steam generator 65 under 
the control of a valve, which includes a stem 69 
and a valve seat if provided in the passage 2 ex 
tending from the storage chamber to the interior 
of the steam generator. 
The valve stem 69 projects through a bushing 

73 secured in fluidtight relation to the top wall 
of the cover, as by brazing. The upper end of the 
valve stem extends to the top of the handle 63 and 
carries a knob 7. The valve stem is normally 
biased upwardly into 'open' position by means 
of a spring 75 compressed between the top wall 
of the cover 62 and a stop or abutment 6 fixed 
to the valve stem. 
The thermostat operating rod 7 is also biased 

upwardly by means of a spring 8 compressed be 
tween the top of the guide sleeve 79 and a stop or 
abutment 8 fixed to the operating rod. The 
guide sleeve is brazed or otherwise secured in 
fluidtight relation to the upper and lower walls 
of the storage chamber 68. 
The positions of the valve stem 69 and the 

thermostat operating rod are determined, re 
spectively, by means of a pair of cams 82 and 83. 
These cams, which are disc shaped, are carried by 
and rotatable with a vertical shaft 8 journaled 
at its lower end in a guide bearing 85, fixed to 
the top of the cover 62. The upper reduced end 
of this vertical shaft is supported in a guide 
bracket 86, fixed to the handle. The shaft is pro 
vided with a manually adjusted knob 8, a portion 
of which projects through a window 88 provided 
in the handle. 

This knob 8 carries a double or divided scale 89 
as shown in Fig. 7. It will be noted that one scale 
is identified as a "steam” scale and the other as a 
'dry' scale. These scales are adapted to be read 
in conjunction with an index 9 provided on the 
handle adjacent the window 88 to indicate the 
temperature for which the thermostat has been 
adjusted. The scales may be graduated in any 
desirable manner, as, for example, in types of ma-. 
terial to be pressed or steamed when the soleplate 
is at the temperature selected. 

. The lower, disc-like cam 83 which engages the 
stop 8 carried by the thermostat operating rod 
T, is shaped to have a low point 92 and a high 
point 93 which are diametrically opposite each 
other. When the knob 8 is turned to bring the 
low point 92 over the stop 8, the thermostat op 
erating rod T7 is depressed sufficiently to main 
tain the switch of the thermostat 66 continuously 
open and thereby provide an "off' position for the 
iron. The high point 93 of the cam 83 repre 
sents the maximum height to which the thermo 
stat operating rod 77 can be raised by the spring 
78 and fixes the maximum temperature setting 
of the thernostat. - 
Between the high point 93 and the low point 92 

of the cam 83, the surface of the cam is designed 
to gradually depress the stop 8 to provide an 
infinite number of positions of adjustment of the 
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thermostat between its maximum high tempera 
ture setting and its 'off' position. Each half of 
the can between the high and the low points is 
shaped the same so that the thermostat is adjust 
able between maximum high and 'off' through 
one-half a turn of the adjusting knob 87. 
The upper cam 82, which engages the stop 6 

to adjust the water valve, is shaped so that 
through approximately one of these one-half 
turns of the adjusting knob 87 the can main 
tains the valve closed. In Fig. 5 the iron is shown 
adjusted to maintain the Soleplate at a tempera 
ture substantially midway between the maximum 
high and the "off' position while holding the 
valve closed. With the iron in this condition, 
the 'dry' scale will be visible through the window 
88 and the operator can readily ascertain that 
the iron is conditioned to be used only as a dry 
iron. 
The second half of the cam 82 is shaped to 

provide a high point 94. When knob 87 is turned 
to bring the high point 94 of cam 82 over the 
stop 6, the valve is open to its maximum value. 
The cams 82 and 83 are arranged on the sh;aii, 
84 so that the high points 94 and 93 engage tie 
stops 76 and 8 simultaneously. The second half 
of the cam 82 gradually decreases from the high 
point 94 to the low level of the other half of 
the cam, so that for approximately the remain 
ing one-half turn of the knob 87 the water valve 
is adjusted to gradually decrease the rate of flow 
of water to the steam generator from a maximum 
value. This Second half of the can 82 engages 
the stop 76 of the valve at the time the “steam' . 
scale of the knob. 8 is visible through the win 
dow 88. 
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In using the iron 60, the operator sets the 
knob 8 to select the correct ironing temperature 
for the particular material to be ironed. If the 
operator desires to use the iron only as a dry 
iron, she will use the 'dry' scale of the knob, 
the water valve under this condition being main 
tained continuously closed by the low half of 
the can 82. 

If the operator desires to steam the clothes 
while ironing them, the operator uses the 'steam' 
scale of the knob 87 to select the correct ironing 
temperature. In Selecting the correct ironing 
temperature by means of the knob 87, it will be 
understood that the cam 83 is positioned so that 
it, adjusts the thermostat to maintain the Sole 
plate at that temperature. When using the 
"steam' scale, the can 82 is simultaneously po 
sitioned to allow the water valve to open to pro 
vide the proper rate of water flow to the steam 
generator. 
Since it may be desirable to shut off the flow 

of water to the steam generator while the iron 
is adjusted to be used as a steam iron, and since 
it is also necessary to stop the flow cf water to 
the steam generator while the iron is coming up 
to heat, as from room temperature, means have 
been provided to permit the water valve to be 
closed even though the can 82 is positioned to 
permit the spring 75 to raise the valve stem 69. 
clear of the valve seat if. This means may be 
of any desired form but is here shown as com 
prising a spring-pressed detent 95. This detent 
includes a small sphere mounted in the handle 
63 and which is spring pressed against the side 
Wall of a reduced portion 96 of the valve knob 
4. A peripheral groove 97 provided in the re 
duced portion 96 is adapted to seat the detent 
when the water valve is in its closed position   
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and prevent the spring 75 from raising the valve 
stem to “open' position. When it is desired to 
open the valve, the knob 76 may be grasped and 
moved upwardly to release the detent 95 from 
the groove 97, the open position of the valve stem 
then being determined by the position of Cam 82. 
While the invention has been shown in Sev 

eral forms, it will be obvious to those skilled in 
the art that it is not so limited, but is susceptible 
of various other changes and modifications with 
out departing from the spirit thereof, and it is 
desired, therefore, that only such limitations 
shall be placed thereupon as are specifically set 
forth in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A steam iron comprising a Soleplate, means 

for heating said soleplate, adjustable thermo 
static means for controlling the temperature of 
said soleplate, a steam generator carried by said 
soleplate, means including a valve for supplying 
water to said stean generator, said valve being 
adjustable to vary the rate of flow of Water to 
said steam generator, a shaft journaled on said 
iron independently of said thermostatic means 
and said valve, manually-operable means for ro 
tating said shaft, a plurality of cam means car 
ried by said shaft, said can means being adapted 
to simultaneously adjust said thermostatic means 
and said valve on rotation of said shaft. 

2. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, adjustable thermo 
static means for controlling the temperature of 
said soleplate, a steam generator carried by said 
soleplate, means ifhcluding a valve for supplying 
water to said steam generator, said valve being 
adjustable to vary the rate of flow of Water to 
said steam generator, a member journaled on 
said iron, manually-operable means for rotating 
said member, a plurality of cam means carried 
by said member and adapted to simultaneously 
adjust said thermostatic means and said valve, 
and a manually shiftable lever movable between 
a first position and a second position and effec 
tive to operatively connect one of said cam means 

- to said water valve in one of said positions to 
adjust the same and in the other position to 
disconnect said cam means from said water valve. 

3. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, adjustable thermo 
static means for controlling the temperature of 
said soleplate, a liquid-storage chamber carried 
by said soleplate, a steam generator carried by 
said Soleplate, means including a valve for con 
veying water from said storage chamber to said 
steam generator, said valve being adjustable to 
vary the rate of fiow of water therethrough, a 
valve-operating member, movable abutment 
means carried by said valve-operating member, 
a horizontally extending rotatable shaft jour 
naled on said iron in spaced relation above said 
thermostatic means, cam means carried by said 
shaft and adapted to adjust said thermostatic 
means, second cam means carried by said shaft 
and adapted to adjust said valve, said abutment 
means being selectively movable into and out of 
engagement with said last-mentioned can means 
to Selectively render said Second cam means effec. 
tive or ineffective to adjust said valve. 

4. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, adjustable thermo 
static means for controlling the temperature of 
said soleplate, a steam generator carried by said 
soleplate, means including a valve for supplying 
water to said steam generator, said valve being 
adjustable to vary the rate of flow of water to 
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Said steam generator, a member journaled on 
said iron, manually-operable means for rotating 
said member, first and second cam means fixed 
to said member, said first cam means being oper. 
atively associated with said thermostatic means 
and adapted to adjust the same through a range 
of adjustment during a half revolution of said 
member and through substantially the same 
range of adjustment during the remaining half 
revolution, the second cam means being opera 
tively aSSOciated with said valve for adjusting 
the same, said second 'cam means being arranged 
to maintain the valve closed during a half revo 
lution of said member and to adjust said valve 
between closed position and a maximum open 
position during the remaining half revolution 
of Said member, said first and second cam means 
being fixed to said member in such a manner 
that said first can means adjusts said thermo 
static means through said range of adjustment 
during a half revolution of said member while 
said Second can means maintains said valve 
closed. 

5. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, adjustable thermo 
static means for controlling the temperature of 
said soleplate, said thermostatic means including 
a longitudinally movable rod for adjusting the 
Same, a steam generator carried by said sole 
plate, means including a valve for supplying wa 
ter to said steam generator, said valve including 
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a longitudinally movable valve stem and being 
adjustable to Vary the rate of flow of Water to 
said steam generator, a movable member mounted 
On Said iron, manually operable means for mov 
ing said member, and cam means carried by said 
member for simultaneously moving said rod and 
Said stem longitudinally to adjust said thermo 
static means and said valve on movement of said member by said manually operable means. 

6. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, adjustable thermo 
static means for controlling the temperature of 
Said Soleplate and including a vertically-extend 
ing adjusting rod, a steam generator carried by 
said Soleplate, means including a valve for sup 
plying Water to said steam generator, said valve 
having a vertically-extending valve stem spaced 
from said adjusting rod and being adjustable to 
vary the rate of flow of water to said steam 
generator, a movable member mounted on said 
iron between said adjusting rod and said valve 
stem, means for moving said member, a pair of 
can means carried by said member and asso 
clated respectively with the adjusting rod of said 
thermostatic means and the valve stem of said 
Valve, Said cam means being adapted to actuate 
said rod and said stem to simultaneously adjust 
Said thermostatic means and said valve on move 
ment of said member, and manually operable 
means for closing said valve irrespective of the 
adjustment of its can means. 

7. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, a steam generator 
carried by said soleplate, means including a valve 
for Supplying water to said steam generator, 
means including a cam for adjusting said valve, 
said can being shaped to maintain said valve 
closed for approximately the first half of the 
range of movement of said cam and to adjust 
Said valve from its closed position to a maximum 
Open position through the second half of its 
range of movement, thermostatic means for con 
trolling the temperature of said soleplate, and 
cam means movable with said first-mentioned 
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cam means to adjust said thermostatic means, 
said second cam means being shaped to adjust 
said thermostatic means through a range of ad 
justment during the first half of the range of 
movement of said first cam means and through 
substantially the same range of adjustment dur 
ing the second half of the range of movement 
of said first can means. 

8. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating said soleplate, a steam generator 
carried by said soleplate, means including an ad 
justable valve for supplying water to said steam 
generator, first means for adjusting said valve, 
said first means being movable and arranged 
to maintain said valve closed for an initial pOr 
tion of the range of movement of said first means 
and to adjust the size of the opening through 
said valve over a second portion of its range 
of movement, adjustable means for controlling 
the temperattire of said soleplate, and second 
means movable with said first means to adjust 
said temperature controlling means, said Second 
means being arranged to adjust said temperature 
controlling means through a range of adjustment 
during the initial portion of the range of move 
ment of said first means and through substan 
tially the same range of adjustment during the 
second portion of the range of movement of Said 
first means. 

9. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, a COver 
overlying said soleplate and secured thereto, a 
handle mounted over said cover, means for heat 
ing said soleplate, adjustable means for COn 
trolling the temperature of Said soleplate, a steam 
generator carried by said soleplate, means includ 
ing a valve for supplying water to said steam 
generator, said valve being adjustable to vary 
the rate of flow of water to said steam generator, 
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a horizontal shaft movably mounted on said iron 
within said cover, means carried by said shaft 
for adjusting said valve, means carried by said 
shaft for adjusting said temperature controlling 
means, the means carried by said shaft being 
adapted to Simultaneously adjust said tempera 
ture controlling means and said valve on move 
ment of Said shaft, and manually-operable means 
for moving Said shaft to effect the simultaneous 
adjustment of Said temperature controlling 
means and Said valve, Said cover having an open 
ing therein through which said manually oper 
able means is exposed for manual manipulation, 
Said Opening and manually operable means being 
located substantially beneath the central portion 
of said handle. 

10. A steam iron comprising a soleplate, means 
for heating Said Soleplate, a steam generator car 
ried by Said Soleplate, means including an ad 
justable valve for supplying water to said steam 
generator, first means for adjusting said valve, 
said first means being movable and arranged to 
maintain said valve closed for one portion of 
the range of movement of said first means and 
to adjust the size of the opening through said 
Valve over another portion of its range of move 
ment, adjustable means for controlling the tem 
perature of Said soleplate, and second means 
movable with said first means to adjust said 
temperature-controlling means, said second 
means being arranged to adjust said temperature 
controlling means through a range of adjust 
ment during said one portion of the range of 
movement of Said first means and through at 
least a part of the same range of adjustment 
during Said other portion of the range of move 
ment of said first means. ROY H. EDWARDs. 

  


