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(57) Abstract: A high-voltage generating circuit (9) is provided with an inductance (23) that is connected between a switching
unit (14) and a step-up unit (17), and that does not have a stepping-up function. The inductance (23) generates, when a switching
element (15) is turned on, an induced voltage (Vk) of the counter electromotive force. Due to this counter electromotive force,

load current (Is) of the ON-state switching element (15) decreases, and becomes smaller than the holding current thereof. Charg-
ing current (Ir) is set to be equal to or more than the holding current with an aim at achieving a reliable turn-off of the switching
element (15), and a turned-on switching element (15) is turned off with reliability even when the break-over current and the hold-
ing current of the switching element (15) are of the same value.
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