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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FrRaNCIS S. KINNEY, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Pe-
quanac, county of Morris, and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Cigarette-Cases, fully de-

- seribed and represented in the following
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specification and the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of the same. .
This invention relates to a box or case
which is designed for use in putting up pack-
ages of cigarettes forthe retail trade,it being
the object of the invention to provide a case
of this character which shall present an at-
tractive appearance, and from which the pack-
ages of cigarettes can be conveniently dis-

‘charged as they are sold.

As a full understanding of the invention
can be best given by describing the construc-
tion and manner of using the case embody-
ing it, all further preliminary description will
be omitted and a full description given, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which-— _

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the case.
TFig. 2 is 'a longitudinal vertical séction of
the same. Fig. 3 is a similar view illustrat-
ing the manner of discharging the packages
from the case. Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sec-
tion taken at right angles to Figs. 2 and 3,
illustrating a modification which will herein-
after be explained. Figs. 5 and 6 are cross-
sections taken, respectively, on the lines x x
and y y of Fig. 4. Fig.7isa partial plan view
of the case, illustrating another modification;
and Fig. 8 is a partial longitudinal section of
the same. '

Referring to said figures, it is to be under-
stood that the case A is-of rectangular form
and of sufficient size to receive the proper
number—say ten or more—of the packages of

‘cigarettes ¢ when arranged in a single row,

as shown.
The case is closed at one end by a perma-
nent end piece, and after it has received. its

contents it is closed at its opposite end by a’

removable end piece b, which just fits into
the end of the case, as shown in Figs. 1 and
2, this piece b being retained in position in
any suitable manner—preferably by a band
or label ¢ passing around the case.

The end of the case next to the piece b is

provided upon two of its opposite sides with
inwardly-projecting and yielding - pressure-
pieces d, which press against the sides of. the
package a at that end of the case sufficiently
to prevent it from falling or being removed
from the case except when pressureis applied.

The case having been filled with a row of
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the packages a, the end piece b will beinserted 6o

over the last package and sécured in that po-
sition by the band or label ¢. The case is
then in condition to be supplied to the retail
dealer. When it is required to remove the
packages a from the case astheyaresold, the
band ¢ will be broken at the corners and the
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end piece b removed from the end of the case, -

80 .as to leave the first package exposed.
This package and the ones behind it will,
however, be held in position by the pressure-
pieces d, as shown in Fig. 2.
therefore, in order to remove the packages, to

apply pressure from behind, so as to move ™

them past the pieces and out of the case.
This can be done in a variety of ways. As
shown in Figs. 2 and 8, the opposite end. of
the case is provided with a small opening f,
through which a plunger C can be inserted,
80 as to move the row of packages forward
and eject the one at the front end, as shown
in Fig. 3. This plunger may be made espe-
cially for the purpose, as shown; or an ordi-
nary lead-pencil may be used for the purpose,
or any other article which is of convenient
size and shape. This forms the simplest
means of ejecting the packages from the case;
‘but, if preferred, the case may be provided
with a permanent plunger or ejector for that
purpose, as illustrated in Figs.4 to 6. . Inthis

-construction the case is provided along its

edges with two longitudinal slots or openings
g, through which is passed a rod or plunger C,

.the ends of which are provided with knobs or

heads A, topreventit from being removed from
the slots and to afford a convenient means for
grasping it. By moving this rod or plunger
C along the slots ¢ the packages a can be
moved along the case, so as to eject them one
by one past the piece d. The band or label
¢ may in this case be arranged to cover the
slots ¢, in which case it will readily be torn
away as the plunger is advanced in the slots.

As shown in Figs. 1t06,the pressure-pieces
d are formed of light metal springs secured

It is necessary, _
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on the inside of the case. The form of these
pressure - pieces may, however, be varied
widely without departing from the invention.
One modification that may be made in these
pieces is illustrated in Figs.7 and 8,in which
the pieces are shown as formed of lips d, cut
from the material of the case and bent in-
ward, the lips being re-enforced at their backs
by additional pieces 7 and maintained in con-
tact with the package at the end of the row
by means of anelasticband %, which is passed
around the end of the case; or any other suit-
ableformof springpressure-piecesmaybeused
without departing from the essential features
of the invention. It is also to be understood

that in some cases only one of the pressure-
pieces need be employed. -
What I claim is—
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1. The herein-described case for packages
of cigarettes, having the removable end piece
b, the pressure piece or pieces d, and an
opening or openings arranged to receive a
plunger in position to act upon the innermost
package, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination, with the case A, hav-
ing the removable end piece b and slots g, of
the plunger C, extending through it and
adapted to move in the SlOtb, substantmlly as
deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the preeenee of two subscribing
witnesses.

FRANCIS S. KINNEY.
Witnesses:-
EDWARD T. SMITH
RoBeRT F. VVISEMA\T.
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