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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 137,265, dated March 25, 1873. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY VoTH, of the 

city and county of St. Louis and State of 
Missouri, have invented a certain Wrecking 
Frog for Railways, of which the following is a 
specification: 
My invention consists of a wrecking-frog 

which has two cams that tighten automatical 
ly upon the rail as the head descends, the cams 
being so pivoted as to hang in the proper po 
sition for application to the rail. My inven 
tion also consists in slotting the cams where 
the pivot passes through, so that the descent 
of the pivot in the slot will tend to force the 
cams inward so as to accommodate the frog to 
rails of different sizes. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my frog. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section of same, show 
ing the rail in transverse section. In Fig. 2 is 
shown, by dotted lines, the position of the 
cams before application to the rail. 
A is the rail; B B are two cams or cam 

jaws, which are eccentrically pivoted in a head, 
C. The pivot-pin c may pass through a round 
hole in the cams; but I prefer that said pivots 
should pass through an inclined slot, b, so that 
after the camshave accommodated themselves 
to the sides of the rail the continued descent 
of the head should force them directly toward 
each other, so as to tightly fit any rail what. 

ever. On the top of the head is pivoted at d 
a skid, D, having a claw-armed end, d. 
This wrecking-frog is used for the ordinary 

purpose-viz., to form a skid-up which the 
car-wheel is made to roll when restoring a rail 
Way car to the track. 
When the frog is lifted up the camjaws B 

(owing to the position of the slot b) hang open 
in position, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2, 
so that the frog may be dropped upon the rail 
Without any manipulation of the cams. As the 
frog descends the rail strikes against projec 
tions on the cams and partly rotates them so as 
to, tightly grasp the rail, as shown in full lines 
in both figures. If the rail should be of smaller 
dimensions thanusual, and the cams are slotted, 
as shown at b, the weight upon the frog will 
force the cams horizontally toward the rail by 
forcing the pin e downward in the slot b. The 
claw d is intended to hold in a tie or in a block 
placed beneath it, 
I claim as my invention 
The notched cams B B, arranged to auto 

matically clamp the rail by the weight of the 
frog, in combination with the skid D, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

- EENRY WOTE. 
Witnesses: 

SAML KNIGHT, 
ROBERT BURNS, 


