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This invention relates to steel headbands for hearing 
aids and more particularly to a slip-on plastic cover 
therefor. 

It is a principal object of the present invention to 
improve the appearance of the steel headband which 
is used for securing hearing aids to the head of the 
Weater. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a slip 
on plastic cover sleeve for steel headbands used for 
hearing aids to prevent the band from injuring the head 
of the wearer. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide 
a cover for steel headbands used in connection with 
hearing aids which can be easily applied to the steel band 
by sliding the same either edgewise upon the band or end 
wise over the end of the band and so that it can be 
readily replaced by a cover of a different color. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide a cover 

for steel headbands used in connection with hearing 
aids which is of simple construction, inexpensive to manu 
facture, may be made by plastic extrusion process, of 
pleasing appearance, colorful, adapted to frictionally 
grip the steel headband, sanitary, efficient and effective 

S. 

For a better understanding of the invention, refernece 
may be had to the following detailed description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a hearing aid with 
its steel headband bearing the plastic cover of the present 
invention, 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged longitudinal sectional view of the 
slip-on plastic cover illustrating the manner in which 
the steel band is slid into the same, the view being taken 
generally upon line 2-2 of Fig. 5, 

JFig. 3 is a perspective view of the slip-on plastic cover 
separated from the band, 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse sectional 
view taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 2, and 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged transverse sectional view of the 
plastic cover free of the steel headband and as viewed 
on line 5-5 of Fig. 2. 

Referring now to the figures, 10 representss a hear 
ing aid from which there extends a cable cord 11 through 
which the electrical impulses are imparted to the hearing 
aid instrument 10. This instrument is ordinarily Sup 
ported upon the head of the wearer by a steel spring 
headband 12 having a bifurcated or wishbone-shaped 
swivel member 13 within which the hearing aid instru 
ment 10 is pivotally connected. The swivel member 13 
has enlarged ends 14 and 15 serving as trunnion sup 
ports for projections extending from the opposite sides 
of the hearing aid 10. 
The steel headband as will be seen more fully in Fig. 
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4 is formed of a flat steel strip having substantial width 
and several times greater than its thin thickness. 
According to the present invention this steel strip may 

be covered with a slip-on plastic cover 16 having a flat 
outer side face 17 and end walls 18 and 19, extending 
over the edges of the steel strip 12. The respective end 
walls have inwardly-turned portions 20 and 21 overlying 
the inner face of the spring bands and separated on the 
inner side thereof by a space 22 running through the 
length of the inner face of the steel band. 
The plastic cover is accordingly constructed to cover 

the full exterior surface of the steel band, its edges, 
and a larger portion of its inner face. This band is made 
by extrusion of a hard plastic material and which may 
be bent and set to conform generally to the shape of the 
curved steel band. The plastic has the flexibility of the 
steel band and can bend in the same degree without 
splitting or rupture. 
The opening through which the steel headband is slid 

is slightly less than the size of the steel band and its 
inner walls will have frictional engagement with the 
steel band faces so that it cannot be easily slid from 
the same. 

This plastic can be of any desired color. The covers 
can be readily replaced by other covers of different 
color as desired by the wearer. 
The cover can be applied to the steel headband either 

by stretching the opening space 22 so that the band may 
enter the same in an edgewise manner or by slipping 
the cover in an endwise manner over the free end of the 
steel band. 

While various changes may be made in the detail 
construction, it shall be understood that such changes 
shall be within the spirit and scope of the present inven 
tion as defined by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A slip-on plastic cover for flat steel headbands 

comprising a flat side adapted to be extended over the 
outer face of the steel headband, edges adapted to over 
lie and contact the edges of the steel headband and the 
respective edges having inwardly-turned portions spaced 
from one another and adapted to overlie and contact the 
inner face of the steel band. 

2. A slip-on plastic cover for flat steel headbands as 
defined in claim 1, and said cover being of hard plastic 
material and conforming generally to the shape of the 
steel headband. 

3. A slip-on plastic cover for flat steel headbands as 
defined in claim 1, and the space provided within the 
cover being slightly less in size than the band to give 
to the cover frictional engagement with the faces of the 
steel headband. 

4. A slip-on plastic cover for flat steel headbands as 
defined in claim 1, the inwardly turned portions of the 
cover being spaced from each other to permit the side 
edge insertion of the steel headband into the cover. 
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