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This invention relates to certain improvements 
in Vanity boxes or cases. 
The tendency of late is to produce Vanity 

boxes in which the base or the body portion is 
made of a molded plastic composition or analo 
gous Substance and the other parts Such as the 
cover lids, powder well, mirror, spring catches, 
etc. are preferably made of metal and fitted into 
this body to complete the box. This type of box 
calls for a Somewhat different constructional de 
sign in its fabrication from the conventional 
boxes made entirely of metal. 
One of the objects of this invention is to pro 

vide a combination plastic body and a metal com 
partment member fitted into the body in which 
the body has a top flat plane and a cover of 
relatively shallow dimensionishinged to the com 
partment member and designed to rest against 
the top plane of the body when in closed position. 
A further object is to provide a hinge construc 

tion for the above type of b0X, in which the open 
movement of the cover will be permitted to open 
only for a predetermined distance So that the 
mirror carried by the cover shall stand in a 
position most convenient to the user. 
With these objects in view and others not 

Specifically referred to, the invention consists in 
certain novel parts, arrangements and combina 
tions which will be described in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, and the novel fea 
tures pointed out in the claims hereunto ap 
pended. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the vanity case 

constructed in accordance, with the present in 
vention, with the tWO COver lids in Open position, 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section through the same, 
taken on the line of 2-2, of Fig. 1, with the cover 
lids in closed position. 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view, slightly enlarged, of 
the right end view of Fig. 2 to show in clearer 
detail the hinge construction and cover opening 
mechanism. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the body made of 
molded plastic composition, per Se. 

Fig. 5 is a diagonal vertical sectional view 
through one corner of the box showing the means 
for holding the metal insert in assembled posi 
tion, the view taken on line 5-5 of Fig. 1. 

Referring now to the drawing in which like 
numerals indicate like parts throughout the Sev 
eral views, the numeral to refers to a body which 
in this case is preferably made of plastic com 
position having its front and back walls cut of 
in parallel planes and its longitudinal sidewalls 
curved and merged smoothly into the top and 
bottom flat planes of said body, and it is within 
the purview of this invention to make ornamen 
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tail shape of the box other than that described 
and illustrated in the drawing. The central por 60 

tion of the body O is arranged with a hollow to 
provide a compartment into which is fitted a 
cup shaped container shell 2 having a horizon 
tal integral flange 3 extending outwardly from 
its upper edge, Within the hollow compartment 

of the body O projecting from the sidewalls 
thereof, there is provided a ledge f4 extending 
around Substantially the entire inner periphery 
of the Well (see Fig. 4). The horizontal flange 
3 is adapted to rest upon this ledge f4 to sup 

port the container shell 2 within the compart 
ment and incidentally to conceal the ledge 4 
from view when the container shell 2 is in 
assembled position. 
From Fig. 4 it will be noted that the ledge 4 

has several cut out portions for the purpose of 
accommodating various of the mechanical units 
forming a part of the Vanity box, Such as the 
means for holding the parts in closed position, 
etc., as will be described in detail later. 
The container shell 2 provides for a loose 

powder well 5 and is adapted to be sealed by a 
loose powder cover lid 6 pivoted to a suitable 
hinge construction f7, provided in the upper 
surface of the flange 3. This cover lid 6 is held 
in closed position by means of a Spring catch. 8 
projected up through suitable opening 8a in 
the flange 3 and accommodated in a cut-out 9 
provided in ledge portion 4 of the body O. This 
cover lid f6 is preferably cup shape so as to 
Snugly fit into the upper Well portion of the con 
tainer shell 2 to assure a better Seal for the 
loose powder well 5, and also by this particular 
formation the lid 6 provides a suitable receptacle 
or pocket 6a in its upper Surface to receive the 
usual powder puff (not shown) furnished with 
all vanity boxes. 
In order to seal the vanity box when not in 

use, a cover 20 is provided having a longitudinal 
hinge barrel 2f integrally formed along one edge. 
The cover 20 is hinged to the container shell 
flange 3 by means of a pair of complemental 
hinge barrels 22-22 formed up from the edge of 
Said flange 3, disposed above the top plane of 
the body O and Spaced to receive the cover hinge 
barrel 2 therebetween. A hinge pin 23 is in 
Serted through the alined barrels 2 and 22-22 
to complete the hinge. The peripheral edge of 
the cover 20 is formed down with a relatively 
narrow rim 24 providing a pocket suitable to re 
tain a mirror 25 preferably made of polished 
metal in order to keep the cover member as thin 
as possible; the mirror being held in place by 
several nibs 26 staked inwardly from the free 
edge of the cover rim. 24. 
When the cover is closed the free edge portion 

of the cover rim 24 rests upon the top surface of 
the body. Othus extending above the upper plane 
of the body to the amount only of the cover 
thickness. The cover 20 is held in closed posi 
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tion by means of a catch lug 2 projecting in 
Wardly from the front edge of the cover in 24 
and adapted to be releasably engaged by a spring 
catch 28 operated by thumb piece 29 projecting 
through a slot 30 in the front wall of the body. 
The Spring catch is confined within a recess 9a 
formed in the adjacent ledge portion 4 of the 
body and closed therein by the bridging effect 
of the adjacent flange and powder well wall be 
tWeen the ledge 4. " ... 
The fact that the cover rests snugly upon the 

upper plane of the body requires that provision 
be made to raise the cover 2 upon the release 
of the spring catch 28 a distance sufficient to 
allow room to permit the operator to insert a 
thumb; or finger there beneath. This means. is 
provided by a spring mechanism disposed in a 
Socket 3 formed in the ledge portion 4 of the 
body '3' and operated adjacent the hinge bar 
rel. 2 of the cover 2. This spring mechanism 
comprises essentially a tubular eyelet 32 having 
its upper exposed end formed into a rounded 
head, 33 to operate as a can for opening the 
'cover 29 and with the opposite end formed with 
an outwardly fiared flange 33, slidably fitted into 
the Socket 3. . The body of the eyelet 32 is adapt 
led to project through a suitabiei opening 35 
pierced through the flanged polition 3 of the 
container shell 2. The opening 35 is of a smaller 
diameter than the socket 33 in the body to and 
is coaxially disposed there over providing an 
Overhanging shoulder. at the open end of the 
Socket 3 against , which as a stop the eyelet 
fiange 34 engages as best shown in Fig. 3. One 
end of a Spring 3S is fitted. Within the hollow 3: 
portion of the tubular eyelet. 32, while the oppo 
Site end rests against the base of the Socket, 3. 
The Spring 35 normally, urges said eyelet 32 up 
wardly until the flange S. meets the stop shoul 
der immediately surrounding the opening 35. 
The Working principle: of the above construc 

tion is Weil illustrated in Figs, 2 and 3, Wherein 
Willie the cover lid 6 is closed the eyelet: 32 will 
be forced downwardiy, in the Socket 3 causing 
the Spiring 36 to ge. Coimpressed and remain un- . 
der tension "until upon the release of the spring 
'Catch 29 the cover will automatically be forced 
open to a position:indicated in Fig. 3... This will 
allow Suficient room for the operator to insert 
a thumb Or, finger, underneath and open the 
cover 20, the remaining distance. 
In order to retain all the metal parts within 

the compartment 3 of the body 3 when in 
assembled position, the following construction 
is provided. The vertical wall of the ledge 4 
in each corne is formed with an undercut slot 
3, See. Figs. 4 and 5. After the container she 
2 is inserted into place within the compartment 
i?, each corner wall of the powder well 5 is 
forced outwardly to form external nibs 38 which 
enter into permanent engagement within the 
undercut slots 37, see Fig. 5. It is here to be 
understood that in this assembly of the vanity 
box, before the nibbing operation, the spring 
catch 28 and attached thumb piece 29 are first 
assembled in their respective positions in the 
body is, and then the container shell 2. assen 
bled with the hinge lid 6, the cover 2 and the 
hinge lid spring catch 8 are as a unit assembled 
into the plastic body it. This construction af 
fords a permanent assembly of all the metal 
parts to the plastic base and prevents any sub 
sequent tampering with the mechanical arrange 
ments of the box. 
In 
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order to restrict the cover opening to a pre- 15 

2,245,487 
determined limit and thus to hold it at the de 
sired angle relatively to the upper plane of the 
body , the metal stock of the flange 3 between 
the hinge barrels 22, 22 is formed up into a lon 
gitudiia arcuate lip 39 which is adapted to em 
brace a portion of the cover hinge barrel 2, 
See Fig. 3. The free edge of the lip 39 extends 
a Sufficient distance above the upper plane of 
the body G, to bring the cover 20 to rest as the 
back of the cover strikes against the edge of the 
lip, at a position substantially as represented in 
dotted outline in Fig. 3. By thus serving as a 
Stop for the Cover 26, the lip also prevents the 
Cover at 'all times from coming into direct con 
tact With the body G, such as to act as a lever 
to pi'y the container shell 2 out of its compart 
?ilent , or to put any undue strain upon the 
assembly nibs 38. . 
While the for of invention herein shown and 

described elabraces a preferred embodiment of 
the same, it is to be understood that the con 
struction may be varied as to mechanical de 
tails. Without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention and the scope of what is claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
i. In a Vanity box, a body made of a molded 

product arid having a hollow compartment open 
ing in from tile top piane of said body, a ledge 
portion disposed below the top plane of said body 
aid projecting inwardly from the walls of said 
coin; artnerit, a container shell fitted into said 
Compartment and having a peripheral flange 
festing upon Said ledge portion, a pair of spaced 
l'Olied hinge barrels formed at the rear edge of 
Salidifiaiage, a cover for closing said compartment 
haviiiga. Coimplementary hinge barrel rolled from 
the cover raterial and fitted between said spaced 
barrels, a hinge pin connecting said barrels to 
gether, and a lug formed and bent. OutWardly 
from the edge of said flange between said con 
tainer shell barrels, said lug being of an arcuate 
shape in conformity with the cover barrel and 
extended to a distance slightly above the top 
plane of Said body, the edge of said lug. adapted 
to be engaged by the top surface of said cover 
adjacent the hinge to limit the opening move 
Inent of the cover and prevent the latter from 
engaging tile top Surface of the body and act in 
the manner of a lever. . . . . . . 

2. In a Vanity box, a body made of a noided 
product and having a holiow-compartment Open 
ing in from the top plane of said body, a ledge 
Portion disposed below-the-top plane of said 'body 
and projecting inwardly frcmi the walls of said 
Compartinent, a container; shell fitted irito said 
90rpartment and having a peripheralfdange rest. 
S upon. Said ledge portion, one edge of said 

fiange having an upstanding wall with opposite 
ends folined into Spaced rolled hinge barrels dis. 
posed With their axes above the top plane of said 
body a distance:Substantially one half the diam 
eter of Said-barrels, a Shallow cup-shaped cover 
for closing Said cornpartment and when ciosed 
designed to have its: cupped edge rest upon the 
top plane of Said body, a complementary hinge 
afrel rollied from the cover material; and fitted 

bet (eel-Said, Spaced barrels, a hinge pin connect 
ing Said...barrels together, and a lug formed from 

pStanding Wall between said: Spaced bar 
afeed OutWardly about said cover hinge 

E. 9; a position where the lug edge is dis 
posed slightly...above the-top. plane of said body 
aid. Coacus. With said cover to: limit the opening 
novement of the latter. 

WILLIS H. MACHIN. 

  


