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The present invention relates to rubber 
glove sterilizers and an object thereof is to 
provide an apparatus in which rubber gloves 
used in hospitals may be sterilized in such 
a manner that the rubber is not over-heated 
and consequently destroyed, thereby permit 
ting the sterilization of the gloves a maxi 
mum number of times and reducing the ex 
penses of the hospital. - 
To these and other ends, the invention 

consists of certain parts and combinations 
of parts, all of which will be hereinafter 
described: the novel features being pointed 
out in the appended claim. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an appara 

tus constructed in accordance with this in 
vention; . 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the rack 
used in the sterilizing chamber; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the under 
side of the rack; and 

Fig. 4 is a view of the rack frame with 
the textile covering removed. 

In the illustrated embodiment of the in 
vention, there is provided a sterilizing cham 
ber 1 of cylindrical formation having one 
end closed by a door 2. Steam is admitted 
to this chamber through a supply pipe 3 and 
exhausted in any suitable manner. Within 
this sterilizing chamber is removablv ar as 
ranged the supporting means for the gloves. 
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in this instance, the supporting means 
comprises a rack having a frame formed 
from a rod or tube stock and provided with 
two horizontal side portions 4 connected at 
opposite ends by substantially U-shaped 
supporting members 5, the end of the Sup 
porting members merging into the side bars 
4. 
the sides of the U-shaped supporting men 
hers to prevent the spreading of the arms of 
said members. The supporting surface is 
formed by a sheet of pliable non-metallic 
and porous material, in this instance, pref 
erably canvas oi' other textile material. 
rt 

bars 4 as at 7, being turned about the outer 
sides of said bars and under the same at its 
(edges as at 8. The edges are, in this in 
stance, provided with a number of eyes 9 
through which a lacing strand 10 is passed 
to draw the two edges of the sheet material. 

back. 

Brace rods 6 are welded at their ends to 

his maierial is stretched between the side 

toward each other and thereby place the 
upper surface 7 under a desired tension. 
This sheet cover's the side bars so that no 
metal is exposed for contact by the gloves, 
as the contact of metal with the gloves under 
heat conditions will destroy the same. The 
braces 6 which serve as handles are situated 
below the supporting surface so that the 
gloves will not engage the same. 
A glove indicated at 11 before being placed 

in the sterilizer has a thick porous pad of 
gauze introduced into it up to the fingers 
and the wrist portion of the glove is turned 

The purpose of the pad is to hold 
the surfaces of the glove apart so that steam 
can enter the pad freely. Without the pad, 
the glove may collapse to such an extent as 
to prevent the steam from entering at all. 
If the gloves are handled carefully the fin 
gers will remain open so that the steam can 
enter freely. The gloves may now be placed 
upon the surface 7 of the rack. The latter 
may be introduced into the sterilizing cham 
er and subjected to the steam. In placing 

the gloves on the rack, care should be taken 
that they are positioned so that they do not 
contact with the sides of the sterilizer. 
posure of the gloves to steam at fifteen 
pounds pressure for fifteen minutes will give 
perfect sterilization and at the same time, 
will allow a maximum number of steriliza 
tions. The glove rack holds the gloves in 
that part of the sterilizer where the sterili 
zation is most quickly effected. It is desir 
able that only the gloves and the rack be in 
the sterilizing chamber during the steriliza 
tion as any other material will absorb the 
heat and increase the time and temperature 
required for perfect sterilization. 
What I claim as my invention and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent is: 
A rubber glove supporting rack for 

sterilizers comprising two side bars, sup 
ports connecting said side bars and depend 
ing below the latter, a textile supporting 
piece extending between the side bars, 
around the outer sides of the latter and 
turned under the side bars, its edges lying 
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between the supports, and a lacing connect 
ing the edges of said textile piece above the 
bottoms of the supports for maintaining said 
textile piece under tension. 

WEEDEN B. UNDERWOOD. 


