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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, RUDOLPH Rawusuy, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Pen-Holders for Cripples;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the letters of 'reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. :

This invention relates to a novel device for
holding and supporting a pen-holder, pencil,
or similar article, and with which the hand
can be engaged for guiding the article in use.

The device is adapted fo Dhe used by per-
sons whose hands or fingers are crippled, par-
alyzed, or weak, or for otherwise assisting
persons in writing.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 is
a perspective view of a device constructed in
accordance with my invention having a pen-

holder engaged therewith and showing, also, a -

hand in dotted lines engaged with the hold-
ing device. Fig.2 is an end elevation of the
same. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of
the same, taken on the line 3 3 of T'ig. 2. TFig.
4 is a cross-sectional view of the same, taken
on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3.  Figs. 5 and 6 are
end and side elevations, respectively, of modi-
fied forms of construction, each embodying
my ‘invention.

In said drawings, Figs. 1 to 4, both inclusive,
A indicates as a whole the holder, which com-
prises a looped lower end portion A’ and an
upper extended or upright portion A% The
lower looped portion A’, as shown in Fig. 1,
is adapted for the reception of the hand of
the writer, and is composed of a thin flat ma-
terial formed into a suitable loop, as shown.
In forming said loop it is preferable to make
the lower middle portion ¢ curved slightly
upwaxrd, so that at the ends thereof two promi-
nences a’ @’ may be provided, which are be-
low said central portion a, thus forming bear-

. ing-surfaces of said parts a’ «’, which rest

.50

upon the paper or article being written upon.
The loop A’is made of thin flexible material,
so that when the hand is inserted therein said
loop will bend and conform somewhat to the
shape thereof. To this end I have shown in
Figs. 1 to 5 the said loop A’ as made of very

thin material, preferably veneering, and to
give it the desired strength two pieces ¢? and
a® are employed, which are glued or fastened
together in any convenient or ordinary man-
ner. The interior surface of the said hand-
loop A" may be provided with a lining at of
some soft material—such as felt or cloth—to
avoid a hard surface, against which the hand
rests. -

The upright or extended portion A2 with
which the pen is engaged, is conveniently
located upon the loop in such a position as
to be at an incline to the writing - surface
when the ends ¢’ &’ of the loop rest thereon.
Said upright extension A?is usually made of
a separate piece suitably joined to the loop.
In Figs. 1 to 4 said extension A? is shown as
beingprovided with a recess or opening a5, ex-
tending through the same from front to rear.
Ablock A®islocated within said opening, and
is provided with an inclined perforation af,
in which the end of the pen-holdet or penecil
isingerted and therein held by frictional con-
tact or other eonvenient manner. The said
block A?is pivotally secured within the open-
ing a® by means of a screw-bolt or pivot-pin o7,
which passes through the sides of the upright
portion A* and through said block A3, - The
said pin o is'provided at one end with a
thumb-screw, nut, or handle «f, rigidly con-
nected thereto and by which it can be turned.
At its other end said pin ¢ is provided with
a nut or tap «’. It follows from this con-
struction that by unserewing the pin 7 from
the nut ¢’ the block A% can be turned upon
the same as a pivot,and after being adjusted
to the desired positon can be secured therein
by screwing up said thumb-piece aS, thus
pressing the sides of the upright extension
A? against the block A% with sufficient force
to hold the same by frictional contact.

B is a pen-holder, shown in operative en-
gagement with the block A3,

Ths manner of using the deviee will be
plainly obvious. The pen-holder B or other
implement is engaged with the block A3, and
said block adjusted to bring the point of the
pen against the writing-surface when the
ends of the loop vest against the same. The
hand of the writer is then inserted through
the hand-loop A’ sufficiently to be engaged
with the latter, so that by suitably moving

55

6o

65

70

75

8o

35

9o

95

100



Io

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

2 ‘ 426,324

-the hand the pen will be moved over the

paper in such manner as to make the desired
characters. Thehand-loopis made sufficiently
large to permit the position of the hand
therein to be shifted to bring the pen in dif-
ferent positions,-as the circumstances may
require, such changed position of the holding
device A and the pen-holder B being shown
in dotted lines in Tig. 1.

It is obvious that pen-holders of different
sizes may be used, in which case, by changing
the inclination of the block A3 the pen can
be brought into operative position.

In the modification shown in Fig. 5 the up-
right extension A?is made in one piece with
the perforation ¢f extending through it. It
is obvious that in this form the inclination
of the pen-holder cannot be changed.

In the foregoing figures the device is pref-

erably made of wood; but it is obvious that
the device can be cast or otherwise made of
thinmetal. InFig.6Ihaveshown a construc-
tion of this character in which A’ indicates
the loop. A?* is the upright extension com-
prising a cross-piece or socket A% having a
perforation af for the pen-holder,said socket
being supported upon the loop A’ by integral
posts or supports A A5 Insuch adevicethe
hand-loop can be madethin enough togive the
desired flexibility, and the other parts can be
made light enough tomake a device thatcan
be easily manipulated.

In the foregoing description I have referred
to the pen B as being engaged with the up-
right A% but it is obvious that any imple-
ment capable of making a mark—such, for
example, as apiece of chalk orapaint-brush—
may be used with equal facility. I therefore
do not wish to limit myself to the use of said
device in connection with a pencil or pen-
holder. It will also be well understood that
I may secure the pencil or brush or other im-
plement in the hole a® otherwise than by fric-
tional contact—as, for example, by a spring
or a set-screw or other common and well-
known holding device.

I claim as my invention—

1. The device of the kind specified, com-
prising a hand-loop provided with a part in
which a writing implement may be secured,
substantially as described.

2. A pen-holder for cripples, comprising a
hand-loop and an upright extension thereon
in which awriting implement may be secured,
substantially as deseribed.

3. A device of the kind specified, compris-
ing a hand-loop having downwardly-extended
end portions for resting against the writing-
surface, and provided with a partfor holdinga
writing implement, substantially as described.

4. A pen-holder for cripples, comprising a
hand-loop and an upright inclined extension
thereon inwhich a writing implement may be
secured, substantially as described.

5. A device of the kind specified, compris-
ing a hand-loop, an upright extension there-
on, and a perforation through said upright
extension in which a writing implement may
be secured, substantially as described.

6. A device of the kind specified, compris-
ing a hand-loop and an upright extension
having an adjustable block for holding a writ-
ing implement, substantially as deseribed.

7. A device of the kind specified, compris-
ing a hand-loop, an upright extension, an open-
ing or recess in said extension,and a block
for holding a writing implement pivotally se-
cured within said opening, substantially as
described.

8. A device of the kind specified, compris- .

ing a hand-loop, an upright extension, an
opening or recess in said extension, a block
in said opening or recess, a perforation in said
block, and a screw-threaded pivot-pin passing
through said extension and block and pro-
vided at its ends with a thumb-piece and a
nut, substantially as desecribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature in presence
of two witnesses.

RUDOLPH. RAMSEY.

Witnesses: o
TAYLOR K. BROWN,

Harry COBB KENNEDY.
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