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Claims. 

This invention relates to portable receptacle 
devices, such as handbags. 
One object of the invention is to provide a de 

Vice of the character described including a bag 
and a frame therefor having an improved coordi 
nation SO as to be reversible as a unit. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of improved reversible locking or closure means 
for Such a device; also improved means movably 
saSSOciating the different frame members of the 
frame and with sufficient freedom to permit the 
reversible action, and yet normally operative to 
maintain the frame members in Suitable alline 
ment in closing the device. 
Another object of the invention is to furnish 

an improved auxiliary bag or lining for the main 
Or foundation bag and which shall have improved 
Cooperation therewith to reliably cover the entire 
inner Wall of the foundation bag and which shall 
Open and close thereWith and yet be removable, as 
in reversing the foundation bag, or to Substitute 
an auxiliary bag having different compartments 
or pockets or one of different character, or for 
use as an independent bag; and a related object 
of the invention is to furnish an auxiliary bag for 
a foundation bag of the framed type to relieve the 
latter of the extraordinary stresses frequently 
caused by excessive loading of a bag. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

improved means in association with a reversible 
franted bag for mounting a conventionally SWiv 
eled purse therein. 
A further object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of a device of the type stated having rela 
tively few and Simple parts, and which is rela 
tively inexpensive to manufacture and assemble, 
durable, reliable, efficient and convenient in use, 
neat and relatively conventional in appearance. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

Will become apparent as the specification proceeds. 
With the aforesaid objects in view, the inven 

tion consists in the novel combinations and ar 
rangements of parts hereinafter described in their 
preferred embodiments, pointed out in the sub 
joined claims, and illustrated in the annexed 
drawings, wherein like parts are designated by the 
same reference characters throughout the several 
Views. 

In the drawings: 
Figure i is a perspective isometric view show 

ing & device era bodying the invention. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view of a frame embodying 

the invention and desirably forming a part of 
the device of Fig. 1. 

(CI. I150—29) 
Fig. 3 is an end view of the handbag in course 

of being reversed. 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the device taken. On 

the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view of a por- 5 

tion of the frame. With the locking means Open. 
Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the foundation and 

auxiliary bags assembled and fully open, and may 
also be regarded as a plan view of the frames Only 
of the foundation and auxiliary bagS. O 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary enlarged sectional view 
on the line 7-7 of Fig. 6. 

Fig. 8 is an enlarged sectional view taken. On the 
line 8-8 of Fig. 6. 

Fig. 9 is an isometric perspective view of the 15 
auxiliary or lining bag alone With parts including 
the purse removed. 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary isometric perspective 
view showing a modification of the invention, in de 
partly open position, and including a removable 20 
pivotal means. 

Fig. 11 is a sectional view taken Substantially 
on the line - of Fig. 10, but showing the de 
vice in closed position. 

Fig. 12 is a view in side elevation of the remov- 25 
able pivotal means in detached position. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken 
on line 3-3 of Fig. 14, and showing my in 
proved pivotal means as including a detachable 
purse mounting. 

Fig. 14 is a fragmentary view in rear or inside 
elevation of the same, with the purse removed. 

Fig. 15 is a view with parts in vertical Section 
and parts in elevation showing a different de 
tachable pivotal arrangement for reversing the 85. 
bag. x i'r 

Fig. 16 is a view in edge elevation thereof. 
Fig. 17 is a view in end elevation showing a 

modified reversible frame having a single pivotal 
axis. 40 

Fig. 18 is a view in side elevation thereof with 
parts of the bag in Section. 

Fig. 19 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken 
on the line 9-9 of Fig. 18. S. 

Fig. 19a, is a fragmentary top plan view of the 
modified locking device. 

Fig. 20 is a fragmentary sectional view of a 
further modification of a locking means. 
The advantages of the invention as here Out 

lined are best realized when all of its features 50 
and instrumentalities are combined in One and 

30 

the same structure, but, useful devices may be 
produced embodying less than the whole. 

It Will be obvious to those skilled in the art to 
which the invention appertains, that the same 55 
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2 
may be incorporated in Several different con 
structions. The accompanying drawings, there 
fore, are Submitted merely as showing the pre 
ferred exemplification of the invention. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, 20 denotes 
a reversible device embodying the invention. 
The same may include a bag 2 and a frame 22 
the latter desirably comprising U-shaped frame 
members 23, 24 of channel form in cross Section 
for continuous connection to the side walls of the 
bag at the top and ends thereof, and the frame 
Alembers being movable toward and away from 
each other to close and open the bag. 

ASSociated With the frame members is a Suit 
able locking device or catch means, 25, and for 
uniform operation of the same as Well as neatness 
in appearance it is desirable that the frame 
nnenbers shall follow a predetermined relation to 
€2.ch other, in closed or partly open position or 
both. Hence the frame members are intercon 
Inected as at their lower ends, but since the frame 
is intended to be reversible, the interconnection 
trust permit a greater freedom of relative move 
iiient of the frame members than heretofore pos 
sible. For example, I may provide a link 26 
having pivoted connection at 27 with the de 
psending lug portions 28 that extend from the 
backs of the channel members in the plane 
thereof. 
To prevent relative movement between the 

frame members 23, 24 along the plane thereof 
the length of the link 26, or distance between the 
pivots 2 is such that the frame members are 
constrained to lie in Snug side by side contact or 
engagement With each other adjacent to the link 
in the closed position of the frame as shown in 
Fig. 5. This abutment between the frame mem 
be's prevents angular movement of the link. In 
cidentally, the frame members may lie in Sub 
stantial contact with each other throughout for 
roperly closing the bag. Some angular move 

inent of the link relative to one or both frame 
members may occur when the frame is open, 
but this is inmaterial and Will in any case be 
Sinall. 
An alternative or supplemental arrangement 

may be provided to prevent relative movement 
of the frame members along the plane thereof, 
or angular movement of the link, and this means 
;may reside in extending the undercut edges 29 
of the side flanges 3 of the channels to form 
shoulders to abut an adjacent edge of the link, 
particularly in the closed position thereof. The 
link may be of suitable size and shape to clear 
the shoulders 29 in reversing the frame. 
The locking device 25 may include a plurality 

of elements for male and female interengage 
inent, and one of the elements being reversible. 
Sor example, a head or rail like element 3 may 
he provided on the frame member 24, extending 
preferably - longitudinally and in symmetrical 
relation to the side edges of the frame member 24, 
and generally arranged in relatively rigid up 
standing relation to the edge of the correspond 
ing side Wall of the bag and generally parallel to 
Said side wall. A female element or loop 32 may 
have its legs 33 pivotally connected at 34 to a lug 
35 at opposite ends thereof, so as to provide an 
opening 36 extending from face to face of the ele 
linent 32. The cross bar 37 of said element has its 
inner edge 38 curved or can shaped to easily ride 
over the head 3 , and the latter may have slike 
grooves Or dWells 39 on opposite sides thereof, 
one of which grooves receives the cam portion 38 
with a Snap action. 
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It will now be seen that the element 32 is 

SWingable transversely of its frame member 23 
about an axis parallel thereto for releasaby en 
gaging the head 3. If desired, a Small clearance 
45 may be observed between the elements when 
the device 25 is open, but said elements may be 
in abutment when the device is closed, With the 
fiane (nenbers yielding somewhat due to their 
inherent resilience as indicated by the space at 4 
in Fig. 4. 

In Fig. 3 is shown the device 2 in reversing 
position. The frame members 23, 24 and links 26 
Open to lie Substantially along a plane to afford a 
large opening in the frame through which the bag 
2 may be moved as indicated by the arrow 42, 
the portions 43 denoting parts of the Side Walls 
of the bag that have already passed through the 

Upon completing this action, the frame 
members may be swung downwardly toward each 
other, and the element 32 swung in a correspond 
ing direction to engage the head to releasably 
close the bag. Of course one face of the bag may 
consist of a different material than the other, 
So that, in effect, a new "handbag is produced, 
which will in construction and shape look like 
the device 20, and be relatively conventional in 
2g pearance and in normal use. 
Due to the Symmetry of the locking device 25 

the same will function in exactly the same man 
ner in One as in a reverse position of the frame. 
The locking device may be regarded as illustrative 
of any reversible locking means, whether Swing 
able or removable for reversal. For instance, the 
pin 34 may be removable, if necessary, to reverse 
the element 32. 
By my invention, another advantage results 

in that the frame members 23, 24 may be exact 
duplicates of each other, whereas the frame mem 
bers that have a single pivot must be constructed 
by different dies for different sizes to form the 
well known offset pivot lugs. In my frame, the 
cut outs at 29 may be made by any die for all sizes 
of frames, to form the pivot lugs 28. 
To avoid soiling of the inner face of the bag 2 

as by articles contained in the bag, a removable 
auxiliary Or lining bag Such as 48 may be provided 
mounted or suspended in any suitable manner in 
the foundation bag 3. It is preferred that the 
lining bag shall be arranged to open and close with 
the foundation bag to facilitate access to articles 
therein. While the lining bag may be detachably 
Secured to the walls of the foundation bag, as by 
buttons, Straps or the like, I desire that there 
shall be nothing on the bag 2 to affect the exter 
nal appearance thereof. For like reasons, I pre 
fer that the frame 23 shall be wholly uniform in 
external appearance and free of any holes, fas 
teners or the like. To mount the lining bag at 
Or adjacent to the links 26 would be unsatisfactory 
because a great Strain would be communicated to 
the frame 22, particularly when the device 20 is 
being closed and the lining bag is stuffed full, as 
it frequently is, with the articles customarily used 
by a. WOman. Herace I have devised the novel ar 
rangement and construction that I will now de 
Scribe, for mouriting the lining bag, and to over 
come the foregoing difficulties. 

I utilize a clearance which is obtained Within 
channel frames of the regular downward opening 
type, known in the trade as 'stuff frames'. As 
shown in Figs. 7 and 8, the bag 2 may have one 
or more layers of material 45 marginally clamped 
in a narrow or insert, channel member 46, of U 
shape. The member 46 is then slid into a corre 
sponding frame member 23, 24, and each of the 
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4. 
the pair On Suitably Springing a frame member 
it as described for the frame 52 of the device 
ShoWn in Fig. 13. 

In FigS. 17 to 19 is ShoWn a modification of the 
invention including a reversible device 8, con 
prising a bag 82 and frane members 83 therefor. 
in this device the bag is connected Solely to the 
top channels 84 of the frame meinbers, and is free 
of the legs 35 thereof, which can therefore move 
partially over each other, so that Single pivotS 
86 may be used to interconnect the legs. It is 
noted that the bag may be closed at its ends by 
walls or gussets Such as 82. The locking device 
may be like that shown at 25, but preferably in 
cludes an element 83 having a lower groove 89 
to fit, the upper side of the frame member and 
being mounted on a pin 9 passing therethrough 
and through the back of the channel member aS 
shown in Fig. 19 into connection. With a leaf Spring 
9 or the like disposed in the frame member lon 
gitudinally thereof. Thus the element 88 while 
normally fixed to project one side of its frame 
member is reversible to project toward the Oppo 
site side, with the member 88 seating in Snap 
action engagement at the seat 89 On itS frame 
member. The member 88 also possesses the abil 
ity to tilt about an axis parallel to the frane 
member by reason of the Spring 3, the passage 
for the pin 33 being downwardly convergent at 
92 for this purpose, whereby an upwardly offset 
finger piece portion 93 may receive in a receSS Or 
hcle 33 a pin 95 that is fixed in the companion 
frame member. The contour of the element 88 
may be such as not to show any Wear on its frame 
member that may result from its movementS. 
This locking device can be used in place of the 
locking means of the device 2. 

It will be noted that I have provided locking 
means having different positions of Operation, and 
which may include One or more elements, Opera 
tive as and when necessary. One of the elements, 
Such as the lug 95 may be regarded as a part of 
the fame member on which it is mounted. Fur 
ther, it is noted that the pins 2i afford axes that 
are innovable relative to the frame members, and 
that the pivotal means of Figs. 10 and 15 likewise 
afford Such movable axes. Relative to the lin 
ing bag 44, it will be perceived that the same can 
be used advantageously in a non reversible hand 
bag. In alli devices 2, 62, and 8 , the frame 
members inay lie in a common plane for reWerS 
ing position of the bag as ShoWn in Fig. 3. 

in Fig. 20 is shown a modified locking means 
applicable to any of the devices hereinbefore de 
scribad, and having different operative positions 
With respect to the sides of a frame member in 
one end in a reversed position of the receptacle. 
Thus the device 96 includes channel members 97 
for the side walls 98, 99 of a foundation bag. 
Attached to the inner and outer sides of the Wall 
S3 are a plurality of the respective pliable tabs 
25) and , secured as at 2 at a point spaced 

froin the fraine to clear the frame of a lining 
bag ?é, or the like. Fach tab or Strap may be a 
duplicate of the other and each may have a Snap 
fastener head 3 for releasably engaging in an 
eyelet, 4 in the Wall 99. As shown the tab () 
is in use and extends over the frames 9 to close 
the bag, while tab 90 is reversely folded down 
Ward into the bag and is out of use and may lie 
between the side walls of the main and lining 
bags. When the main bag is reversed, the tab 90 
is upWardly SWung and occupies a position like 
that of the tab of, while the latter is inwardly 
folded like the tab 90 shown. The heads 3 on 
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each tab Snap into the eyelet 04 in one and in an 
opposite direction, respectively, according to the 
position of reversal of the receptacle. 
I claim: 
1. A portable receptacle including a bag and a 5 

frame therefor, said frame comprising a plurality 
of Substantially U-shaped frame memberS per 
mainently connected to the bag and adapted to lie 
in side by side bag closing position, said frane 
members being pivotally interconnected adja- 10 
cent to their ends for movement toward and a Way 
from each other to close and open the bag, said 
frame members being movable relative to each 
other along a path extending through an angle 
of approximately 360 degrees and being adapted lis 
to lie in bag reversing position along a plane 
intermediate of the ends of said path, Said bag 
being adapted to be turned inside out through the 
Space defined by the U-shaped frame members in 
the bag reversing position thereof, whereby said 20 
frane and bag are reversible as a unit with the 
frame members having a side by Side bag closing 
position in the reversed condition of the recep 
tacle, and means for locking the receptacle closed, 
the locking means having different positions of 25 
Cperation relative to the Sides of a, frame mem 
ber foliº relea.sa.lolly interengaging the frame mem 
berS in One and in a reversed position of the re 
ceptadle, Said locking means including an ele 
inent SWigable over the frame members. 30 
2. A portable receptacle including a bag and a 

frame therefor, said frame comprising a plurality 
of Substantially U-shaped frame members per 
manently connected to the bag and adapted to lie 
in Side by side bag closing position, said frame 85 
men bers being pivotally interconnected adjacent 
to their ends for movement toward and away 
from each other to close and open the bag, said 
frame members being movable relative to each 
Other along a path extending through an angle 40 
Of approximately 360 degrees and being adapted 
to lie in bag reversing position along a plane in 
termediate of the ends of said path, said bag being 
adapted to be turned inside out through the space 
defined by the U-shaped frame members in the 45 
bag reversing position thereof, whereby said 
frame and bag are reversible as a unit with the 
frame members having a side by side bag closing 
position in the reversed condition of the recep 
tacle, and means for locking the receptacle closed, 50 
the locking means having different positions of 
Operation relative to the sides of the frame mem 
ber for releasably interengaging the frame mem 
berS in One and in a reversed position of the re 
ceptacle, Said locking means including an ele- 55 
ninent mounted on One frame member and mov 
able to project at one or an opposite side of the 
Said frame member. 

3. A portable receptacle including a bag and a 
frarine therefor, said frame comprising a plu- 60 
rality of Substantially U-shaped frame members 
permanently connected to the bag and adapted to 
lie in side by Side bag closing position, said frame 
members being pivotally interconnected adjacent 
to their ends for movement toward and away from 65 
each other to close and open the bag, said frame 
members being movable relative to each other 
along a path extending through an angle of ap 
proximately 360 degrees and being adapted to lie 
in bag reversing position along a plane interme- 70 
diate of the ends of said path, said bag being 
adapted to be turned inside out through the space 
defined by the U-shaped frame members in the 
bag reversing position thereof, whereby said 
frame and bag are reversible as a unit with the 75 
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frame members having a side by side bag closing 
position in the reversed condition of the recep 
tacle, and means for locking the receptacle closed, 
the locking means having different positions of 
operation relative to the sides of the frame mem 
ber for releasably interengaging the frame mem 
bers in One and in a reversed position of the re 
ceptacle, said locking means including an ele 
ment of rigid material mounted on One frame 
member and having a fixed pivotal axis about 
which the element is movable through approxi 
mately 180 degrees to extend at One or an opposite 
side of its frame member for releasable engage 
ment with the other frame member. 

4. A portable receptacle including a bag and a 
frame therefor, said frame comprising a plural 
ity of U-shaped frame members each having top 
portions having down Ward. Opening channels and 
leg portions having channels opening toward each 
other, said bag having Side Walls continuously Se 
cured in Said channels, pivotal means interCon 
necting the frame members adjacent to the ends . 
thereof for movement of the frame members to 
Ward and away from each other to close angi open 
the bag, Said frame members being mOWable rela 
tive to each other along a path extending through 
an angle of approximately 360 degrees and being 
adapted to lie in a bag reversing position along 
a plane interimediate of the ends of Said path, 
said bag being adapted to be turned inside out 
through a Space between the top and leg por 
tions of the frame members in the bag reversing 
position thereof, whereby said bag and frame 
are reversible as a unit, Said pivotal means having 
a, pivotal axis movable relative to 'a, frame mem 
ber to permit the frame members to lie in uni 
form side by side bag closing position in one and 
in a reversed condition of the receptacle, and 
means for releasably locking the receptacle closed, 
said means including elements mounted on the 
different frame members and adapted to inter 
engage the same in one and in a reversed posi 
tion of the frame members, one of the elements 
being reversible and having alining engagement 
positions with the other element in one and in the 
reversed position of the receptacle. 

5. A portable receptacle including a bag and 
a frame therefor, Said frame comprising a plu 
rality of U-shaped frame members each having 
top portions having downward opening channels 
and leg portions having channels opening to 
ward each other, said bag having side Walls con 
tinuously secured in said channels, pivotal means 
interconnecting the frame members adjacent to 
the ends thereof for movement of the frame 
members toward and away from each other to 
close and open the bag, said frame members 
being movable relative to each other along a 
path extending through an angle of approxi 
mately 360 degrees and being adapted to lie in 
a bag reversing position along a plane inter 
mediate of the ends of said path, Said bag being 
adapted to be turned inside Out through a Space 
between the top and leg portions Of the frame 
members in the bag reversing position thereof, 
whereby said bag and frame are reversible as a 
unit, said pivotal means having a pivotal axis 
movable relative to a frame member to permit 
the frame members to lie in uniform side by 
side bag closing position in One and in a reversed 
condition of the receptacle, and means for re 
leasably locking the receptacle closed, Said means 
including elements mounted on the different 
frame members and adapted to interengage the 
same in one and in a reversed position of the 

5 
frame members, and a lining bag for the first 
named bag mounted therein for removal so as 
not to interfere with the reversing of the recep 
tacle, said lining bag coacting with the first 
named bag So as to be adapted to open and close 
as a unit therewith. . 

6. A portable device including a foundation 
bag, a frame therefor having downward open 
ing "stuff' type channel frame members of U 
shape and being pivotally interconnected, the 
foundation bag being secured in the channels, 
a lining bag, a frame therefor having U-shaped 
pivotally interconnected frame members, said 
lining bag and its frame being disposed in the 
foundation bag, and means for interconnecting 
Said frames including an element extending into 
a 'stuff' channel between the wall of the founda 
tion bag and an adjacent flange of one of its 
frame memberS. 

7. A portable device including a foundation 
bag, a frame therefor having downward opening 
"stuff' type channel frame members of U-shape 
and being pivotally interconnected, the founda 
tion bag being Secured in the channels, a lining 
bag, a frame therefor having U-shaped pivotally 
interconnected frame members, said lining bag 
and its frame being disposed in the foundation 
bag With the frames having their pivotal axes in 
Substantial alinement and the frame members 
at each Side of the pivotal axes lying in interfit 
ting edge to edge relation. With their inner flanges 
in a plane, and means for interconnecting the 
frame members comprising catch elements con 
Elected to the lining bag frame within the same 
and eXtending in opposite directions in the gen 
eral direction of the pivotal axis thereof, said 
catch elements being engageable in the 'stuff' 
channels between the wall of the foundation 
bag and an adjacent flange of the Said channels, 
and certain of the catch elements being movable 
into and Out of Said channels for removably 
mounting the foundation bag frame. 
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8. A portable device including a plurality of 
receptacles one of which is removably positioned 
in the other, each receptacle having a bag and 
a frame therefor, each frame having a plurality 
of pivotally interconnected frame members, one 
frame being Smaller than the companion frame 
So that the frame members of the different 
frames can lie in edge to edge relation in com 
mon planes, the larger frame members being of 
the downward and in Ward opening type, means 
for nourating the Smaller frame along the inner 
flanges of the larger frame members at the in 
side of the channels thereof, including means to 
prevent relative movement of the larger and 
Smaller frame members along said flanges, 

9. A portable receptacle including a reversible 
bag, a reversible frame therefor of the downward 
Opening channel type, having frame members 
movable toward and a Way from each other to 
close and Open the bag, a lining bag for the first 
named bag, and means for removably mounting 
the lining bag in the channels of the said frame. 

10. A handbag frame having a U shaped closure 
frame member of channel form in which the bag 
Wall is Secured, and an inside frame member 
generally conforming in contour to the closure 
frame member along the inside edge of the latter 
and lying in the plane of the closure frame mem 
ber, the inside frame member having at one end 
thereof a fixed projection and at its opposite end 
an element movable into and out of projecting 
position, Said projection and said element being 
engaged in the channels of the legs of the closure 
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frame member, whereby Said inside frame mem 
ber is removably mounted on the closure frame 
member, and the inside frame member being 
otherwise independent of the closure frame 
member. 

11. A handbag frame having a U shaped closure 
frame member of channel form in which the bag 
Wall is Secured, and an inside frame member 
generally conforming in contour to the closure 
frame member along the inside edge of the latter 
and lying in the plane of the closure frame mem 
ber, the inside frame member having at one end 

2,016,551 
thereof a fixed projection and at its opposite end 
an element movable into and out of projecting 
position, Said projection and said element being 
engaged in the channels of the legs of the closure 
frame member, whereby said inside frame mem 
ber is removably mounted on the closure frame 
member, and means coacting between said legs 
and the projection and element to prevent move 
ment of the inside frame member along the plane 
of the closure frame member. 
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