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(57) Abstract: The invention is provided with: a plurality of vacuum transport chambers situated in proximity to a plurality of pro-
cessing chambers for processing a substrate in a reduced-pressure atmosphere, the vacuum transport chambers having in the interior
thereof a transport mechanism for transporting the substrate in and out between the processing chambers; one or more load lock
chambers furnished individually to each of the plurality of vacuum transport chambers; a first atmospheric transport mechanism for
transporting an externally supplied substrate into one of the load lock chambers; and a second atmospheric transport mechanism for
receiving the substrate from the first atmospheric transport mechanism and transporting the received substrate into another of the
load lock chambers. The second atmospheric transport mechanism is arranged to the upper side or lower side of the vacuum trans-
port chambers furnished with the one load lock chamber, and the plurality of vacuum transport chambers are arranged in series along
the direction in which the substrate is transported by the second atmospheric transport mechanism.
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