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BACK BAND AND TRAGE CONNECTOR.

(Application flled June 2, 1898.)

(No Model.)
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Witnesses:

THE NORRIS PETERS €O, PHGTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, D. G, *
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UNTTED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. EPPESv, OF LAVVRENCEVILLE, VIRGINIA.

BACK-BAND AND TRACE‘-CONNECTOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 624,916, dated May 16,1899.
Application filed June 2, 1898. Serial No. 682,358, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. EPPES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Law-
renceville, in the county of Brunswick and
State of Virginia, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Back - Band
Hooks; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

The invention relates to back-band hooks;
and the object is tosimplify the construction
and to provide a hook of this character that
will securely hold traces having different-
sized links and which may be securely at-
tached to a back-band web of any width.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in certain features of construction
and combination of parts, which will be here-
inafter fully described and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved back-band hook, show-
ing the section of a chain frace in position
and also a portion of a back-band web. Fig.
2 is a longitudinal sectional view. Fig. 3 is
a fragmentary perspective view of the upper
ends of the body portion and face-plate of the
hook.

In the drawings, 1 denotes the body of the
back-band hook, the lower end of which is
curved outwardly and upwardly to form a
trace-support 2 and the upper end of which
is curved outwardly a short distance and is
formed with a row of teeth 3.

4 denotes the face-plate, the lower end of
which is bent outwardly, as shown at 5, and
thence downwardly to form theflange 6. 'This
flange has an inwardly-projecting. tongue 7,
that extends through an opening 8 in the
trace-support 2 and engages a link of the
chain trace and securely holds it in position.
The upper end of the face-plate ends short of
the upper end of the body portion of the back-
band hook and is provided with an inwardly-
projecting flange formed with downwardly-
projecting teeth 9.

10 denotes a bolt that extends through the
holes of the body portion and the faee -plate
and has on its head afeather 11, that engages
a recess 12, intersecting the bolt-hole in the
body p01t10n wheréby the bolt is prevented
turning.

13 denotes a thumb-nut engaging the
threaded end of the bolt for the purpose of
clamping the two sections of the back-band
hook together.

It will be seen that when the teeth embed
themselves into the web of the back-band
they form sort of -a kink in the band, which
materially assists in preventing the hook be-
coming disengaged from the band.

By loosening the nut the hook may be re-
moved from the back-band, and by remov-

ing the nut entirely from the bolt the tongue
on the lowerend of the face-plate may be dis-

engaged from the traceand thetraceremoved

from its support.

From the foregoing deseription, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction,-operation, and advantages
of the invention will be readily understood
without requiring an extended explanation.

The device consists of but few parts, which
may be easily and cheaply made, and owing
to the simplicity of construction the hooks
may be placed upon the market at a greatly-
reduced cost.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

A back-band hook, comprising the body
portion havingitslowerend curved outwardly
and upwardly to form a trace-support, which
is formed with a slit or aperture, said body
portion having its upper end bent outwardly

-and slightly downwardlv and provided with

teeth, a face-plate, the lTower end of which is
bent outwardly, and thence downwardly to
form a flange, which is provided with a tongue
that extends through the slit or aperture in
the trace-support, the upper end of said face-
plate being bent inwardly and downwardly
and formed with a row of teeth arranged in
the plane below the teeth of the body portion,
a bolt, and a thumb-screw for connecting the
face—plate with the body portion, subs’canmally
as set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses. .

GEORGE W. EPPES.

. Witnesses:
CHAS. TURNBULL,
D. 8. HICKs, Jr.
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