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1
MEDALLION DISPLAY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to decorative displays for me-
dallions or the like, and more particularly, is concerned
with a display in which the medallion is mounted within
a transparent plastic.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various arrangements have been heretofore pro-
posed to display coins, medallions, or other relatively
flat metal objects to enhance their beauty and interest.
One technique which has been used is to cast the coin
or medallion in a block of transparent acrylic plastic,
such as plexiglass. Plexiglass protects the metal while at
the same time enhancing the decorative effect of the
display. However, the casting of medallions and the like
in plastic requires considerable skill and special equip-
ment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a display which
permits the medallion or other object to be displayed
inside a transparent plastic block in a manner which
avoids the limitations of the casting process. The dis-
play protects the metal while at the same time enhanc-
ing the beauty of the metal object by creating an illu-
sion of depth and highlights.

This is accomplished in brief by boring a block of
clear acrylic with a recess slightly larger than the diam-
eter of the medallion being mounted. The bottom of
the recess is substantially flat, with the medallion being
positioned with the face of the medallion against the
bottom. An opaque backing is provided on the block
which is used to hold the medallion in place in the re-
cess.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the invention, refer-
ence should be had to the accompanying drawing,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of the medallion dis-
play device of the present invention: and

FIG. 2 is a sectional view tuken on the line 2—2 of
FIG. L.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As shown in the drawing, the display device includes
a block 10 of clear acrylic. The block may be of a vari-
ety of shapes but typically is a rectangular block which
may be cut from a standard 4 ft. X 6 ft. sheet of material
of the desired thickness. The sides or edges of the block
need not be smooth but may retain the roughness in-
curred by the cutting process, such as sawing, used in
making the block from a large sheet.

The back surface 12 of the block is then recessed by
boring or otherwise cutting a circular flat-bottomed
hole or bore 13 extending part way through the block.
The diameter of the bore 13 is made slightly larger in
diameter than the metal, coin, medallion or other ob-
ject to be displayed. The depth of the bore is preferably
made approximately half the thickness of the block, but
may be made to any desired depth, preferably a depth
greater than the thickness of the medallion or other ob-
ject to be displayed. The inner edge 16 of the.bore 13
is preferably chamfered or beveled adjacent the flat
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bottom, as indicated at 18, for reasons hereinafter de-
scribed. The sides and bottom of the bore 13 are pol-
ished by buffering, burnishing, or by firing with a torch
to provide a transparent interface. :

A medallion 19 may be held in place within the bore
13 by providing a backing 20 for the block with a
spacer 22 cemented to the backing and to the back side
of the medallion. The backing layer 20 may be held in
place by a frame 24 made of thin, springy metal which
is formed with an upper lip 26 and a lower lip 28 that
grip the top and bottom of the block in a clamping ac-
tion. The frame at the same time holds the backing in
place. However, the block may be used as a free stand-
ing display, in which case the backing layer 20 is ce-
mented or otherwise secured in place on the block. The
backing layer provides an opaque reflective back sur-
face which may be of any selected color but preferably
is a metallic appearing surface which corresponds in
color to the medallion being displayed, for example,
gold, silver, or bronze coloring. The sides or edges of
the block are also provided with a coating providing an
opaque finish, which may be painted or sprayed on.

When so constructed, the display device produces
the illusion that the medallion or other object is embed-
ded in the acrylic block and that it has a thickness cor-
responding to the depth of the bore. Also the medal-
lion, in the presence of ambient light, appears to have
a halo or highlight circling the front edge of the medal-
lion. This halo effect is produced by the chamfered
inner edge of the bore, which picks up light reflected
from the opaque edges or sides of the block 10. The
halo will have the same hue or color as the color of the
opaque coating applied to the edges of the block. The
cylindrical side of the bore behind the medallion picks
up the light reflected from the opaque backing, and by
making the backing matching in color to the medallion,
gives the medallion the appearance of much greater
thickness than it actually is. Because of the angle of
viewing of the medallion through the front surface, the
interior of the bore is not visible through the side of the
bore but only through the flat bottom. Thus the face of
the medallion is clearly displayed, but the edge as well
as the spacer behind the medallion are not visible
through the front surface of the block.

What is claimed is:

1. A display device for a three-dimensional object
such as a medallion or the like comprising a body of
transparent material having front and back surfaces,
the back surface having a bore extending into the body,
the bore forming a recessed flat surface, the recessed
surface being smooth to prevent light scattering, the
body being in the form of a block with front and back
surfaces that are flat and parallel to each other, the
body having edge surfaces extending between the front
and back surfaces, means forming an opaque covering
of the edge surfaces, an opaque backing member ex-
tending across the back surface and closing off the
bore, a spacer secured to the backing member and pro-
jecting into the bore to hold the medallion in place
against the recessed surface, the spacer being substan-
tially smaller than the bore so as to be out of contact
with the body of transparent material.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein the bore is cham-

fered adjacent the recessed flat surface.
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