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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEna L. HIRSH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at York, in
the county of York and State of Pennsylvania,

5 haveinvented new and useful Im provements
in Skirts, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention has for its object to produce a
skirt adapted for use by female bicycle-riders

ro which while having the outward appearance
and advantages of the ordinary dress-skirt
shall also possess the advantages incident to
the bloomer costume.

It consists of a divided dress-skirt which is
provided near its lower edge with a sort of
bloomer or trousers attachment or skirt-clos-
ing seetions, which have certain novel charac-
teristics both in construction and manner of
attachment to the skirt, which will be herein-
after pointed out. This attachment operates
to improve the hanging of the skirt and ren-
ders it impossible for the latter to become in-
flated or raised by the wind, and at the same
time affords protection to the person of the
wearer without requiring the user to wear
a separate bloomer costume or equestrian
tights.

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated the preferred form of my invention.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a skirt
having my invention applied thereto, parts
being broken away. I'ig. 2 is an inverted
plan view of the garment with the rear por-
tion of the skirt thrown back and up, thereby
separating or spreading the front divided por-
tion of the skirt.

In the drawings, A represents the skirt
proper, which may be of different styles, and
which I-prefer should reach to about the an-
kles.- The preferred form of skirt is one di-
vided at the front but not at the back, the
divided front portions B’ being made suffi-
ciently full to allow the material to be in-
turned and carried around and secured as in-
dicated at ¢’. This forms a skirt with .two
large leg portions B, connected by the undi-
vided back part of the skirt and extending
upward about half-way from the bottom to
the waistband. ‘When such a skirt is being
worn, it has the appearance of an ordinary
dress-skirt, it being almost impossible to de-
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tect that the skirt is divided; but, if desired,
this part can be entirely concealed by pro-
viding theskirt with a detachable front, which
may be attached by means of the buttons e. 55
(Shown in Fig. 1.)

The upper portions of the parts B’ of the
skirt are connected with and united by a seat
portion E of the garment, the upper edge of
which is secured to the skirt at the waist.

B B are the separate skirt-closing sections,
each approximately circular in outline, with
an opening b’ for the leg of the wearer and
attached to the skirt within the leg portions
B"ab its edge c¢. These sections B are full 63
and are secured to the skirt at such distance
from the lower edge of the skirt that there is
no more bagging of the material when the
opening b’ is secured around the ankles or at
the tops of the shoes than when secured 70
around the knees, and vice versa, as indicated
in Fig. 1, where one section B is represented
in full lines as secured in its lower position
and in dofted lines secured at the knee. The
place of attachment to the skirt which secures 75
this result is preferably about midway be-
tween the ankles and the knees, and it thus
insures equal freedom of movement to the
wearer, whether the section B be secured in
one position or the other. The amount of So
material in the parts B is such that they do
not sag down below the skirt and become
exposed when they are secured in their lower-
most position. This arrangement of skirt-
closing attachment effectually prevents the 85
skirt from becoming inflated or raised by the
wind. It also allows the wearer freedom of
movement under all circumstances, and this
is the better secured by making each section
approximately cireularin outline and arran g~ 99
ing each opening 0’ at an equal distance in
all directions from the seam which unites the
part B to the skirt.

There are several advantages incident to
my garment as a bicycle costume, which are g3
especially appreciated by bicyele-riders. The
garment may be worn with equal comfort and
.becomingness either upon the wheel or off,
andrequiresno adjustment of any part or any
manipulation where change is made from one 100
condition of use to the other, The sections
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without any inconvenience or annoyance to
the wearer, and they also afford complete pro-
tection tothe person of the wearer, so that spe-
cially-constructed undergarments or tights
are not required with my skirt.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. A gkirt for female bicycle-riders, com-
prising leg portions separate from each other,
but formed as a part of the skirt, and leg-
closing sections, B, eachsection, B, being sub-
stantially eircular in outline, having an open-
ing for and being arranged to be attached to
the leg of the wearer, and attached along its
edge to the leg portion of the skirt on a line
substantially midway between the knee and
the ankle, the said sections, I3, being full,
whereby they may be secured to the leg of
the wearer in different positions, without ex-
posure of the attachment, and with equal
freedom of movement to the wearer, and
whereby they operate to prevent the skirt
from becoming inflated while the wearer is
riding, substantially as set forth.

2. A skirt for female bicycle-riders, which
is divided at the front but not at the rear,
and comprising leg portions separate from

each other, but formed as a part of the skirt,
and leg-closing sections, B, each being sub-
stantially cireular in outline, having an open-
ing for and being arranged to be secured to
the leg of the wearer, and secured at its edge
to the leg portion of the skirt substantially
midway between the ankleand the knee, the
said section being full, substantially as sef
forth.

3. A bicycle-skirt comprising leg portions
separate from each other, but formed as a
partof theskirt, and leg-closing sections, each
section being substantially circular in out-
line and having an opening for and being ar-
ranged to be attached to the legof the wearer,

‘and secured along its edge to the leg-section

of the skirt at the lower portion thereof, the
said leg-sections being full whereby they may
be secured to the legs of the wearer in differ-
ent positions thereon, and whereby they op-
erate to prevent the skirt from becoming in-
flated while the wearer is riding, substan-
tially as set forth.

LENA L. IHIRSII.

Witnesses:
C. KERWIN DBAUMEISTER,
A. AMELIA WERAVER.
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