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VPROVEMENT IN GAUGES FOR SEWINGsMACH NES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 124,086, dated February 27, 1872. 

To all chom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES C. ROBERTS, 

of Perrysburg, in the county of Wood and 
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new 
and Improved Gauge for Sewing-Boxes; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and complete description thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawing making part of the same. 

SPECIFICATION. 
Figure 1 is a side view of the gauge. Fig. 

2 is an end view, holding a section of a box. 
Fig. 3 is a top view, holding a section of a 
box. 

Like letters of reference refer to like parts 
in the several views. 
The nature of this invention relates to a 

gauge, the specific purpose of which is to gov 
ern the lap of the material whereof fruit-boxes 
are made, so that said lap shall be of a uni 
form length, and the boxes, in consequence, 
be of a uniform size, and which material is 
held by the gauge while the two lapped ends 
are being sewn together to form the body and 
the cover of the box. The following is a de 
scription of the construction of the gauge and 
the practical operation of the same: 

In the drawing, Fig.1, A represents an arm, 
so arranged in its relation to a sewing-machine 
that the needle thereof Works at or near the 
point at of the arm between the fingers BC, 
Fig. 3. Said fingers are made of metal, and 
are secured to the upper side of the arm by a 
screw D. The finger B lies flat upon the arm, 
whereas the finger C is raised above it by cut 
ting away a section of the arm immediately 
under the finger, thereby forming a space be 
tween the under side of the finger and the up 
per side of the arm. The inner edge of the 
finger C is grooved or cut to form a shoulder, 
b, Fig. 1, whereas the inner edge of the other 
finger is left square. 
As aforesaid, the object of this invention is 

to gauge the laps of the pieces of which the 
sides of fruit-boxes are made. Said boxes 
are made of thin sheets of Wood, and usually 

of a circular form. The sheets are prepared 
by cutting them of the proper width and 
length for the body of the box and for the rim 
of the cover. Such pieces all being cut of an 
exact and equal length, it becomes necessary, 
in order that the diameter of the boxes shall 
be exactly alike, that the lap of the two ends 
of each piece should also be exactly of the 
same length. For the purpose of producing 
this uniformity in the lap of the pieces for the 
body of the boxes and the rim of the cover is 
the object of this gauge, and which is used for 
that purpose as follows: A piece of board of 
the proper width and length for a box is rep 
resented by E, one end, c, of which is inserted 
under the finger C and pressed against the 
edge offinger B, as shown in Fig. 2, The op 
posite end is then brought round over finger 
B and inserted under finger C against the 
shoulder l of the rabbet. The distance from 
said shoulder to the edge of finger B deter 
mines the length of the lap, which, as is ob 
vious, Will always give the same lap to each 
piece. The lap is secured by sewing the ends 
together, which, when held in the gauge, 
brings it in proper relation to the needle for 
that purpose, the work being pushed back 
along the fingel's fol' stitching, and which 
stitching is indicated by the dotted line e, Fig. 
3. By this gauge I am enabled to make any 
number of laps exactly of the same length, 
and hence the boxes and covers will be uni 
form in their diameter, so that no trouble is 
had in fitting the covers to the boxes. 

Claim. 

What I claim as my invention, and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent, is 
The gauge herein described, consisting of 

the shouldered finger B and the finger C, and 
adapted to be secured to an arm, A, as and 
for the purpose set forth. 

CHARLES C. ROBERTS. 

Witnesses: 
J. H. BURRIDGE, 
M. C. WRIGHT, 

  


