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(54) CUSHIONED REMOTE CONTROL UNIT FOR A VEHICLE AND SYSTEM COMPRISING BOTH 
THE CONTROL UNIT AND THE VEHICLE

(57) The invention is concerned with a cushioned re-
mote control unit (12) for a vehicle (11), the remote control
unit (12) comprising an electronic circuit (13) for gener-
ating at least one remote control signal (16), wherein the
electronic circuit (13) is integrated into a carrier body (14)
that comprises a cushion material (15) that covers at least
a part of the electronic circuit (13). The invention is char-

acterized in that the electronic circuit (13) comprises a
sensor unit (S) that is designed to sense and signal an
acceleration and/or spatial orientation of the remote con-
trol unit (12), wherein the electronic circuit (13) is de-
signed to trigger at least one of the at least one remote
control signal (16) in dependence on a sensor signal (34)
of the sensor unit (S).
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Description

[0001] The invention is concerned with a cushioned
remote control unit for a vehicle, that is a remote control
unit comprising a cushion material. The invention also
provides a system comprising the remote control unit and
a vehicle that may be controlled by means of the remote
control unit.
[0002] Cushioned remote control units are known from
US D684,562 S and CN 103908123 A. These remote
control units are designed as cushions or pillows that a
user may hug or hold close to the body while watching
television.
[0003] Integrating the electronic circuit of a remote con-
trol unit into a cushion or pillow comes with the disadvan-
tage that the soft body of a pillow does not provide enough
stability for presenting buttons to a user. If a user presses
such a button on a soft surface of a pillow, the pillow will
get deformed such that buttons on the surface change
their position and the user has to pay more attention in
order to find the buttons.
[0004] US 2017/0069318 A1 describes a cushioned
remote control unit in the design of a pillow that comprises
a pressure sensor and/or an infrared sensor for detecting
the presence of a person. If the presence of a person is
not detected, a stand-by mode is activated for reducing
the amount of energy used by the remote control unit.
[0005] The pillow comprising the sensor for detecting
the presence of a person may be difficult to operate by
a child that may not be strong enough to trigger a pressure
sensor. Also, a child’s hands may be too small to be de-
tected by an infrared sensor.
[0006] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a cushioned remote control unit for a vehicle that may be
reliably operated by users of the vehicle.
[0007] The object is achieved by the subject matter of
the independent claims. Advantageous embodiments of
the invention are described by the dependent claims, the
following description and the drawings.
[0008] The invention provides a cushioned remote
control unit for a vehicle. The remote control unit com-
prises an electronic circuit for generating at least one
remote control signal. Such an electronic circuit may be
based on a known technology for providing a remote con-
trol unit. Examples for remote control signals are: volume
control, skip forward in a playlist, skip backwards in the
playlist, play, pause, stand-by. The electronic circuit is
integrated into a carrier body that comprises a cushion
material that covers at least a part of the electronic circuit.
In other words, the carrier body is a soft body that may
be filled with a cushion material, for example wool or wad-
ding. In this carrier body, the electronic circuit may be
fully or partly integrated or arranged.
[0009] In order to support a user in handling or oper-
ating the remote control unit, the electronic circuit com-
prises a sensor unit that is designed to sense and signal
an acceleration and/or spatial orientation (e.g. up/down)
of the remote control unit. The sensor unit may comprise,

for example, a gyroscope and/or an accelerometer for
sensing the spatial orientation and/or the acceleration of
the remote control unit. The electronic circuit is designed
to trigger at least one of the at least one remote control
signal in dependence on a sensor signal of the sensor
unit. In other words, for selecting and/or triggering and/or
starting a remote control signal, it suffices to move the
whole remote control unit such that the remote control
unit is accelerated and/or changes its spatial orientation.
Therefore, by handling the remote control unit as a whole,
for example by handling a pillow, a remote control signal
may be generated by means of the cushioned remote
control unit. The electronic circuit for generating the at
least one remote control signal may additionally com-
prise, for example, a battery for powering the electronic
circuit, a manual input unit for triggering at least one more
remote control signal and/or a WIFI-sending unit and/or
Bluetooth-sending unit and/or an infrared-sending unit
for transmitting the at least one remote control signal
and/or a loudspeaker for emitting a sound signal. Provid-
ing a cushioned remote control unit in a vehicle provides
the additional advantage that the remote control unit may
provide safety when the vehicle crashes and the soft car-
rier body may prevent damage to a person when the per-
son is hit by the remote control unit due to the crash. The
electronic circuit may also comprise a receiving unit for
receiving data from a communication unit of the vehicle.
[0010] The invention also comprises embodiments
that provide additional advantages.
[0011] In one embodiment the carrier body is designed
as a plush toy, for example as plush animal, e.g. a teddy
bear. The remote control unit may then additionally be
used for entertaining a child who travels in the vehicle.
Alternatively, the cushioned remote control unit may have
a carrier body that is designed as a cushion or pillow.
This provides the advantage that a person may rest a
head and/or arm on the remote control unit.
[0012] In one embodiment the electronic circuit of the
remote control unit is designed to select one out of sev-
eral predefined remote control signals for sending,
wherein the selection depends on which side of the car-
rier body points into a predefined direction (e.g. upwards)
according to the sensor signal. In other words, as has
already been described, the electronic circuit is designed
to trigger at least one of the at least one remote control
signal in dependence on the sensor signal of the sensor
unit. On the basis of the sensor signal, the electronic
circuit detects which side of the carrier body points into
the predefined direction, e.g. upwards, and depending
on which side it is, the remote control signal is selected.
Thus, a user may change the remote control function by
turning over the remote control unit. The remote control
unit may be directly sent out in reaction to the turning
movement or the remote control unit may be sent out, if
an additional user input is received, for example at a user
input unit.
[0013] In one embodiment the electronic circuit is de-
signed to switch into a stand-by mode, if the sensor signal

1 2 



EP 3 660 803 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

signals that a predefined side of the carrier body is point-
ing upwards. This side of the carrier body is called here
an "inactive side". In other words, the electronic control
unit may have an "active side" and an "inactive side".
Thus, by holding the corresponding side upwards or po-
sitioning the remote control unit with the corresponding
side upwards the remote control unit may be switched
between an active mode and a stand-by-mode. The ac-
tive side and the inactive side may be marked by different
colors and/or different materials.
[0014] In one embodiment the electronic circuit com-
prises a display for displaying a display content related
to the at least one remote control signal. For example,
as a respective display content, a button or icon repre-
senting the respective control function associated with a
remote control signal may be presented or displayed.
Such a display content may indicate to the user which
remote control signal will be generated, if the remote con-
trol unit is pressed or touched at the respective position
of the display content and/or when the remote control
unit is moved or accelerated in a specific, predefined
manner.
[0015] According to one embodiment the electronic cir-
cuit is designed to adapt an upward-orientation of the
display content as a function of the sensor signal. In other
words, when turning different sides up, the control display
adapts the orientation such that although the remote con-
trol unit may be rotated or position with a different side
up, the display content will keep an upright position as
seen from the user’s point of view. This provides the flex-
ibility of positioning the remote control unit in different
orientations and the display content will still be recogniz-
able for the user, i.e. the display content will stay upright.
[0016] In one embodiment the electronic circuit is de-
signed to detect a predefined shaking event on the basis
of a temporal progression of the sensor signal and to
generate a predefined remote control signal when the
shaking event is detected. In other words, by means of
a time signal generated by the sensor unit, a shaking
event is detected. Such a shaking event may comprise
that the remote control unit is shaken up and down and/or
to and fro and/or left and right. For example, the shaking
event may comprise at least one turning point in a shaking
movement. When the shaking event is sensed, the elec-
tronic circuit will generate a predefined remote control
signal associated with the shaking event. Thus, no button
needs to be pressed for triggering the remote control sig-
nal.
[0017] In one embodiment the electronic circuit com-
prises a notification unit for generating a notification sig-
nal for a user, wherein the notification unit is designed to
generate, as the notification signal, a vibration and/or an
audio output in the carrier body in dependence on a pre-
defined notification event. The notification event may
comprise, for example, an incoming phone call that is
signaled to the remote control unit by the vehicle and/or
a mobile phone, and/or an alarm clock signal indicating
that an alarm should be signaled to a user. As the remote

control unit provides a cushioned carrier body, a user
may rest the head on the remote control unit. Then, if the
notification unit signals the notification signal by means
of a vibration, the user will directly feel and/or hear the
vibration in the remote control unit. An audio output may
be of low volume as a user will hear the audio output
even at low volume, if the head rests on the remote control
unit. The transfer of the remote control signal and/or data
signal may be based on a Bluetooth protocol and/or Wifi
protocol that respectively allows for 2way traffic, i.e. not
just sending but also receiving information / signals.
[0018] In one embodiment the carrier body comprises
a salient part or a protruding part, that is a part of convex
shape. The term "convex shape" means "convex" in the
mathematical sense. In the case of a carrier body de-
signed as a pillow, the salient part may be a pillow corner.
In the case of a carrier body designed as a plush toy or
plush animal, the salient parts may be, for example, an
ear or an arm or a leg of the plush animal. The electronic
circuit comprises an input unit for receiving a manual user
input and the input unit is arranged in the salient part.
Therefore, by squeezing or touching or pressing the sa-
lient part, a specific remote control signal may be trig-
gered by the user. Which signal is triggered may depend
on the spatial orientation of the remote control unit as
signaled by the sensor signal of the sensor unit.
[0019] In one embodiment the electronic circuit com-
prises a charging unit for inductive charging. The charg-
ing unit may be designed as is known from the prior art.
Additionally, at least one holding element is arranged at
the charging unit for holding the charging unit in a pre-
defined charging position with regard to an external
charging station, that is a charging station of the vehicle.
Such a holding element is preferably provided in the form
of a permanent magnet. Thus, by laying down or posi-
tioning the remote control unit at the charging station, the
holding element will fix the charging unit to the charging
station. Therefore, although the electronic circuit is posi-
tioned inside a cushioned material and may therefore not
have the stability to stay in position with regard to this
charging station, the at least one holding element will
secure the charging unit at the charging station.
[0020] The invention also comprises a system. Such
a system is a combination of the described remote control
unit and a motor vehicle. The motor vehicle comprises a
communication unit for receiving at least one remote con-
trol signal from the remote control unit and/or sending a
data signal to the remote control unit. As has already
been described, the remote control unit will generate the
at least one remote control signal. To this end, the elec-
tronic circuit of the remote control unit will evaluate a
sensor signal of a sensor unit that is designed to sense
and signal an acceleration and/or spatial orientation of
the remote control unit. The motor vehicle is further de-
signed to control at least one vehicle component in de-
pendence on the at least one remote control signal. One
vehicle component can be, e.g., an infotainment system.
For example, a playback of a media content may be con-

3 4 



EP 3 660 803 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

trolled in the infotainment system. Additionally or alter-
natively, the remote control unit may function as a gaming
controller for a computer game that may be operated in
the vehicle. By means of the data signal, a functionality
of the remote control unit may be triggered by the vehicle.
[0021] The inventive motor vehicle comprises a charg-
ing station for inductive charging. Further, a fixing unit
for holding the remote control unit in a predefined charg-
ing position at the charging station is provided. The fixing
unit may comprise, for example, at least one permanent
magnet for fixing the charging unit of the remote control
unit to the charging station. The fixing unit may also com-
prise at least one thermomagnetic material that may in-
teract with a permanent magnet that constitutes a holding
element of the remote control unit. The fixing unit and
the corresponding holding element of the charging unit
of the remote control unit may be designed as a so called
pogo connector.
[0022] The inventive motor vehicle may be designed
as a passenger vehicle and/or a truck.
[0023] The invention also comprises the combinations
of features of the described embodiments.
[0024] In the following an implementation example of
the invention is described. The drawings show:

Fig. 1 a schematic illustration of an embodiment of the
system according to the invention;

Fig. 2 a schematic illustration of a charging station of
a vehicle of the system;

Fig. 3 a schematic illustration of a cushioned remote
control unit of the system in two different spatial
orientations;

Fig. 4 a schematic illustration of the remote control
unit while detecting a shaking event;

Fig. 5 a schematic illustration of the remote control
unit displaying a display content by means of a
display;

Fig. 6 a schematic illustration of the remote control
unit adapting an upward-orientation of the dis-
play content; and

Fig. 7 a schematic illustration of the remote control
unit generating a notification signal while a per-
son is resting a head on the remote control unit.

[0025] The embodiment explained in the following is a
preferred embodiment of the invention. However, in the
embodiment, the described components of the embodi-
ment each represent individual features of the invention
which are to be considered independently of each other
and which each develop the invention also independently
of each other and thereby are also to be regarded as a
component of the invention in individual manner or in

another than the shown combination. Furthermore, the
described embodiment can also be supplemented by fur-
ther features of the invention already described.
[0026] In the figures identical reference signs indicate
elements that provide the same function.
[0027] Fig. 1 shows a system 10 that may comprise a
motor vehicle 11 and a cushioned remote control unit 12
for the vehicle 11. The remote control unit may comprise
an electronic circuit 13 and a carrier body 14 wherein the
carrier body 14 may comprise a cushioned material 15,
for example a filling of wool or wadding. For providing
the remote control functionality, electronic circuit 13 may
be designed to generate or send out at least one remote
control signal 16 which may be received by a communi-
cation unit 17 of the vehicle 11. The communication unit
17 may control at least one vehicle component 18 as a
function of the received at least one remote control signal
16. To this end, the communication unit 17 may generate
a corresponding control signal and/or may forward the
at least one received remote control signal 16 to the at
least one vehicle component 18.
[0028] For sending out a remote control signal 16, elec-
tronic circuit 13 may comprise a sending unit 19 which
may be based on WIFI-technology and/or Bluetooth-
technology and/or infrared technology. The remote con-
trol unit 12 may also comprise a receiving unit (not shown)
for receiving a data signal from the communication unit
17, e.g. a data signal indicating an incoming telephone
call.
[0029] For triggering a remote control signal 16, a user
may operate the remote control unit 12. To this end, at
least one input unit 20 for receiving a manual user input
may be provided. A respective input unit 20 may be po-
sitioned or arranged in a respective salient part 21 of
convex shape of the carrier body 14.
[0030] Carrier body 14 may be designed as a pillow as
shown in Fig. 1. A respective salient part 21 may be pro-
vided by a respective corner of the pillow. Carrier body
14 may be designed as a plush toy, especially a plush
animal. A salient part may be provided by an arm or an
ear or a leg of the plush toy.
[0031] Manual user input 22 may be, for example, a
signal indicating that the respective input unit 20 has been
squeezed by the user. For indicating which remote con-
trol signal 16 is associated with the respective input unit
20, a respective display 23 may be provided that may
also be situated in the respective salient part 21. By
means of the respective display 23, a respective display
content 24 may be displayed, indicating the associated
remote control signal 16. Fig. 1 indicates on the right
hand side, how a different display content 24 may be
displayed with one and the same display 23 for indicating
that different remote control signals 16 may be associat-
ed with the same input unit 20, wherein one remote con-
trol signal 16 may be associated at a time.
[0032] Electronic circuit 13 may also comprise an ac-
tuator unit or notification unit 25 that may output a notifi-
cation signal 26 to the user. For example, as in notification
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signal 26, a vibration 27 may be generated by the notifi-
cation unit 25. The notification unit 25 may comprise an
electric motor with an unbalanced weight for generating
vibration 27. Additionally or alternatively, notification unit
25 may comprise a loudspeaker for generating an audio
output.
[0033] For operating the electronic circuit 13, an ener-
gy storage 28 may be provided that may comprise at
least one battery. For charging the energy storage 28, a
charging unit 29 may be provided in the electronic circuit
13. The charging unit 29 may be designed to recharge
the energy storage 28 on the basis of inductive charging
as is known from the prior art. For holding the charging
unit 29 close to a charging station 30 of vehicle 11, a
holding element 31 may be provided, for example a per-
manent magnet. Charging station 30 may comprise a
corresponding fixing unit 32 to which holding element 31
may be attached or fixed. Fixing unit 32 may comprise
at least one permanent magnet and/or at least one ther-
momagnetic element.
[0034] Electronic circuit 13 may comprise a sensor unit
S which may indicate a movement and/or a spatial ori-
entation. Sensor unit S may comprise a gyroscope and/or
an accelerometer for signaling or generating a sensor
signal 34 indicating an acceleration and/or spatial orien-
tation of the remote control unit 12.
[0035] Fig. 2 illustrates, how the charging station 30
may comprise several different fixing units 32 for allowing
the remote control unit 12 to be charged at different
charging positions 33 inside vehicle 11, for example at
different seats.
[0036] The respective salient parts 21 may be marked
or indicated by a different color regarding the rest of the
carrier body 14 and/or by a different material, for example
a leather corner.
[0037] Fig. 3 illustrates how on the basis of sensor sig-
nal 34 remote control unit 12 may be switched between
an active state 35 and an inactive state or stand-by mode
36 depending on a spatial orientation of remote control
unit 12. The electronic circuit 13 may be designed to
switch into the active state 35 if a predefined active side
37 points upwards. A switching command or change of
operation mode may be generated if a flip over 39 is
detected that is if an inactive side 40 points upwards. The
active side 37 and the inactive side 40 may be marked
by different colors and/or materials.
Command 38
[0038] Thus by positioning the respective side 37, 40
upside, a user may switch between the active state 35
and the stand-by mode 36.
[0039] Fig. 4 illustrates how on the basis of sensor sig-
nal 34, a remote control signal 16 may be triggered on
the basis of a shaking event 41 for example a repeated
movement up and down as a user may achieve it by
shaking the remote control unit 12 up and down.
[0040] Fig. 5 illustrates how a display 23 may be pro-
vided in the remote control unit 12 on the basis of light
emitting diodes LEDs 42. For the sake of clarity only a

few LEDs have been marked with a reference sign. Elec-
tronic circuit 13 may control the LEDs 42 individually in
order to display a specific display content 24. The LEDs
42 may be positioned or attached to a flexible carrier, for
example a foil or a flexible printed circuit board.
[0041] Fig. 6 indicates, how on the basis of sensor sig-
nal 34 an upright position or facial orientation of an image
content 24 may be kept even if the remote control unit
12 is turned in a turning action 44 of a user, for example
if the user turns the remote control unit 12 by 90° as
shown in Fig. 6. Nevertheless, the display content 24, for
example a symbol, stays upright with respect to the po-
sition of the user.
[0042] Fig. 7 illustrates how a person 45 may rest a
head 46 on the remote control unit 12 due to the cush-
ioned carrier body 14. By means of the notification unit
25, the user may be provided with a notification signal
26, for example, as shown in Fig. 7, an alarm clock signal.
The user may receive the notification signal 26 as the
described vibration 27 and/or an audio signal. Addition-
ally or alternatively, as a notification signal, an incoming
phone call may be signaled.
[0043] Vehicle 11 may comprise an autopilot or auton-
omous driving functionality. The remote control unit may
be used to operate the at least one vehicle component
18 while vehicle 11 is in an autonomous driving mode. A
user may then use the cushioned remote control unit 12
for example for resting a head 46. This may increase the
comfort while using the vehicle. This also allows to set
the vehicle seat of the user in a laid-back position as the
user may still operate the at least one vehicle component
18 on the basis of the remote control unit 12.
[0044] The idea is to provide a cushion in the vehicle
11 that may additionally be provided with an electronic
circuit that may comprise a battery and/or gyroscope
and/or manual input unit and/or loudspeaker and/or WIFI-
transceiver and or Bluetooth-transceiver. The cushion
can be used as the remote control unit 12 for predefined
functions of the at least one vehicle component 18, for
example volume control and/or skip and/or skip back
and/or play and or/or pause.
[0045] When the cushion is turned around, i.e. another
side of the cushion is turned up, different remote control
signals may be provided.
[0046] The cushion may have an upper side and a low-
er side with different colors and/or materials. The manual
user input may be received at the corners of the cushion,
for example when a respective corner is pressed. User
input may also be received at buttons of the cushion or
pillow. Pressing once or twice may trigger different re-
mote control signals. Instead of a cushion or pillow, a
different design may be provided, for example a plush
toy, for example a teddy bear.
[0047] The pillow may be fixed to a charging station by
means of a magnet and may then receive inductive elec-
tric charging energy.
[0048] The advantage is that a remote control unit in
the shape of a plush toy or a pillow may be designed
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lighter and softer and may therefore be safe in the case
of a crash. A pillow or a plush toy may be fixed to a charg-
ing station by means of a magnet. During autonomous
driving phase, the remote control unit may be used as a
pillow and/or for remotely controlling at least one function
of at least one vehicle component 18. The remote control
unit may also be used by a person different from the
driver, even a person sitting on a back bench. The remote
control unit designed as a plush toy and/or a pillow may
also be suitable for children.
[0049] Overall, the example shows how a pillow with
a remote control functionality is provided by the invention.

Claims

1. Cushioned remote control unit (12) for a vehicle (11),
the remote control unit (12) comprising an electronic
circuit (13) for generating at least one remote control
signal (16), wherein the electronic circuit (13) is in-
tegrated into a carrier body (14) that comprises a
cushion material (15) that covers at least a part of
the electronic circuit (13),
characterized in that
the electronic circuit (13) comprises a sensor unit (S)
that is designed to sense and signal an acceleration
and/or spatial orientation of the remote control unit
(12), wherein the electronic circuit (13) is designed
to trigger at least one of the at least one remote con-
trol signal (16) in dependence on a sensor signal
(34) of the sensor unit (S).

2. Remote control unit (12) according to claim 1, where-
in the carrier body (14) is designed as a plush toy or
a pillow.

3. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to select one out of several predefined re-
mote control signals (16) for sending, wherein the
selection depends on which side of the carrier body
points upwards according to the sensor signal (34).

4. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to switch into a stand-by mode (36), if the
sensor signal signals (34) that a predefined inactive
side (40) of the carrier body (14) is pointing into a
predefined direction.

5. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13)
comprises a display (23) for displaying a display con-
tent (24) related to the at least one remote control
signal (16) and wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to adapt an upward-orientation of the dis-
play content (24) as a function of the sensor signal
(34).

6. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to detect a predefined shaking event (41)
on the basis of a temporal progression of the sensor
signal (34) and to generate a predefined remote con-
trol signal (16) when the shaking event (41) is de-
tected.

7. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13)
comprises a notification unit (25) for generating a
notification signal (26) for a user (45), wherein the
notification unit (25) is designed to generate, as the
notification signal (26), a vibration (27) and/or an au-
dio output in the carrier body (14) in dependence on
a predefined notification event.

8. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the carrier body (14) com-
prises a salient part (21) and wherein the electronic
circuit (13) comprises an input unit (20) for receiving
a manual user input (22) and the input unit (20) is
arranged in the salient part (21).

9. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (12)
comprises a charging unit (29) for inductive charging,
wherein at least one holding element (31) is arranged
at the charging unit (29) for holding the charging unit
(29) in a predefined charging position (33) at a charg-
ing station (30) of the vehicle (11).

10. System (10) comprising a remote control unit (12)
according to any of the preceding claims and a motor
vehicle (11) with a communication unit (17) for re-
ceiving at least one remote control signal (16) from
the remote control unit (12), wherein the motor ve-
hicle (11) is designed to control at least one vehicle
component (18) in dependence on the at least one
remote control signal,
characterized in that
the motor vehicle (11) comprises a charging station
(30) for inductive charging and a fixing unit (32) for
holding the remote control unit (12) in a predefined
charging position (33) at the charging station (30).

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. Cushioned remote control unit (12) for a vehicle (11),
the remote control unit (12) comprising an electronic
circuit (13) for generating at least one remote control
signal (16), wherein the electronic circuit (13) is in-
tegrated into a carrier body (14) that comprises a
cushion material (15) that covers at least a part of
the electronic circuit (13), wherein the carrier body
(14) is designed as a plush toy or a plush animal or
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a pillow, wherein the electronic circuit (13) comprises
a sensor unit (S) that is designed to sense and signal
an acceleration and/or spatial orientation of the re-
mote control unit (12), wherein the electronic circuit
(13) is designed to trigger at least one of the at least
one remote control signal (16) in dependence on a
sensor signal (34) of the sensor unit (S), character-
ized in that
the carrier body (14) comprises a salient part (21)
and the electronic circuit (13) comprises an input unit
(20) for receiving a manual user input (22) and the
input unit (20) is arranged in the salient part (21),
wherein in the case of the carrier body being de-
signed as a pillow, the salient part is a pillow corner,
and in the case of the carrier body being designed
as a plush toy or plush animal, the salient part is an
ear or an arm or a leg of the plush toy or plush animal,
and wherein by squeezing or touching or pressing
the salient part (21), a specific remote control signal
is triggered by the user, and wherein
a display (23) is provided in the remote control unit
(12) on the basis of light emitting diodes, LEDs, (42)
and the electronic circuit (13) controls the LEDs (42)
individually in order to display a specific display con-
tent (24), wherein the LEDs (42) are positioned or
attached to a flexible carrier that is a foil or a flexible
printed circuit board, wherein the display (23) is sit-
uated in the respective salient part (21).

2. Remote control unit (12) according to claim 1, where-
in the electronic circuit (13) is designed to select one
out of several predefined remote control signals (16)
for sending, wherein the selection depends on which
side of the carrier body points upwards according to
the sensor signal (34).

3. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to switch into a stand-by mode (36), if the
sensor signal signals (34) that a predefined inactive
side (40) of the carrier body (14) is pointing into a
predefined direction.

4. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13)
comprises the display (23) for displaying a display
content (24) related to the at least one remote control
signal (16) and wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to adapt an upward-orientation of the dis-
play content (24) as a function of the sensor signal
(34).

5. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13) is
designed to detect a predefined shaking event (41)
on the basis of a temporal progression of the sensor
signal (34) and to generate a predefined remote con-
trol signal (16) when the shaking event (41) is de-

tected.

6. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (13)
comprises a notification unit (25) for generating a
notification signal (26) for a user (45), wherein the
notification unit (25) is designed to generate, as the
notification signal (26), a vibration (27) and/or an au-
dio output in the carrier body (14) in dependence on
a predefined notification event.

7. Remote control unit (12) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electronic circuit (12)
comprises a charging unit (29) for inductive charging,
wherein at least one holding element (31) is arranged
at the charging unit (29) for holding the charging unit
(29) in a predefined charging position (33) at a charg-
ing station (30) of the vehicle (11), wherein the at
least one holding element (31) is provided in the form
of a permanent magnet.

8. System (10) comprising a remote control unit (12)
according to any of the preceding claims and a motor
vehicle (11) with a communication unit (17) for re-
ceiving at least one remote control signal (16) from
the remote control unit (12), wherein the motor ve-
hicle (11) is designed to control at least one vehicle
component (18) in dependence on the at least one
remote control signal,
characterized in that
the motor vehicle (11) comprises a charging station
(30) for inductive charging and a fixing unit (32) for
holding the remote control unit (12) in a predefined
charging position (33) at the charging station (30).
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