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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ALONZO W. JEROME, OF PAXTON, ILLINOIS.

DEVICE FOR TEARING WRAPPING-PAPER FROM CONTINUOUS-ROLLED SHEETS,

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 354,981, dated December 28, 1886.
Application filed April 2, 1883, Seriai No. 90,403. (No meqdel.) '

To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, ALoNzo W. JEROME, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Pax-
ton, in the county of Ford and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and nseful Im-
provementsin Devices for Tearing Wrapping-
Paper from Continuous-Rolled Sheets; and I
bereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same.

My invention relates to devices for the above
purpose, whether intended to lie on the coun-
ver, or to be supported under the counter, or
to be secured to the wall.

The object sought to beattained by my pres-
ent invention is such simplicity and conven-
ience in the construction and operation of a
device for the above purpose as will serve to
reunder it thoroughly practical. :

The difficulty with_the various devices fo
the same purpose heretofore in use has.been
that they were too complicated, thus render-
ing them inconvenient in the manner of ad-
justment and use, besides needlessly expensive.
In devices of this nature, since they are in
frequent use, and are generally used hurriedly,
the slightest fault becomes a serious one, and
only the simplest possible mechanism can
Nearly all .devices of this
kind hitherto contrived, so far as I am aware,
involve, broadly considered, two salient fea-
tures~—viz., a holder for the roll of paper and
a bar or plate of some sort, either fixed or
pivoted, under or over which the paper is
drawn from the roll, and against the edge of
which it is torn straight across. Regarded
thus broadly, my present deviceinvolves these
two features also, but so constructed and in
such relation to each other as to avoid the use
of a cumbersome inclosing-frame, and to over-
come other defects which have heretofore ex-
isted.

To render the device thoroughly conven-
ient and practical it must have the following
properties: ' )

First. The roll of paper must be readily ac-
cessible to the hand to enable the user to starb
the paper forward in a moment by a simple
turn of the wrist, or easily to rewind the roll
if more than the required quantity be drawn
out. TFor this purpose I make the holder for
the roll open at the top, orif a cover be placed

over the roll it must beso coﬁstructéd and ad- '

Justed to the holder as to permit instant re-
moval, or be so hinged to the bottom or-other
part of the holder that it may be quickly
thrown backward or forward in such manner
as fully to expose the roll of paper to free
manipulation by the hand of the operator.
Secondly. The relationof the tearing-bar to
the roll must be such that the paper, when
started by turning the roll, as above explained,
will readily pass out under the tearing-bar, or
be easily reached, and thus not tend to gather
into a mass between the source of supply and
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the bar, causing inconvenience and loss of 65

time to the user in drawing out the sheet. For
this purpose I attach the tearing-bar immedi-
ately to the front of the holder, thus bringing
it very near the roll, and also place it with its
lower edge near the base of the holder, whereby
the end of the paper will readily find its way
out under the tearing-edge, or may be easily
reached when once the paper has been started
forward from the base of the roll.

Thirdly. It must also be so compact as to
meet the objection frequently made of want
of space. It will be seen from the drawings
that the placing of the bar close to the roll of
paper, and even with the base thereof, permits
the employment of the shortest possible plat-
form or bottom to the receptacle.

As for the purpose in view'in this inven-
tion when constructed as described, (in con-
tradistinetion to devices known as ‘‘tablets,”?)
the platform must not extend much, if at all,
beyond the front edge of the tearing-bar, and
with the tearing-edge well sharpened fairly

good work may be done if the platform does

not extend under the bar. \

My invention consists in the general con-
struction and arrangement of parts above out-
lined; also in the construction which I prefer
to employ both as to the form of holder for the
roll, in combination with the tearing-bar, and
also in the device by which I maintain the roll
in a cylindrical form and journal it to the
holder, all as hereinafter more fully set forth,

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my device, showing the front; Fig. 2,
a like view showing the rear; Fig. 8, a trans-
verse section of the device, and Fig. 4 a cen-
tral longitudinal section of one of the journals,
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and Fig. 5 is a view of the device provided
with a pivoted tearing bar or knife. '
A isthe holder, which I generally make with
a slot or noteh, w, in the bottom, extending
inward from the front edge thereof, to permit
the end of the paper to be reached with the
fingers, though, if desired, the bottom » may
be wholly omitted, thereby reducing the cost
of construetion, but impairing the convenience
of the device, as two hands must necessarily be
used in getting hold of the end of the paper,
one being employed in raising the front of the
holder by means of the knob or-projection pon
the bar, while the other grasps the end of the
paper thus expgsed. The knob is used also
when the bar is pivoted, as hereinafter referred
to. The upper surface of the bottom v should
be raised to the extent of abount the thickness
of a finger above the surface upon which the
device rests, either by making the bottom it-
selfof sufficient thickness to produce this effect,
as represented in the drawings, or by mount-
ingituponsupports. Theholder must be open
at the top sufficiently to permit the roll to be
inserted without difficulty and easily handled.
B is the tearing-bar, which I prefer to place
in an inclined position, as shown, and which
must be immediately at the front of the holder,
whereby it forms, or may form, the front bar-

should not be so great as to fail to afford a
point of resistance to the paper when pressed
upward by the user’s fingers while grasping
the end of the paper to draw it out. . This po-
sition of the bar-—i. e., horizontal or moder-
ately inelined—in combination with such con-
struction of the holder that the unwound web
passes in a direct line from the base of the roll,
lying in the receptacle, to the tearing-edge of
the bar, as shown by the drawings, or nearly
0, whereby the web will find its own way out
under the tearing-edge, and with the slot or
notéeh w, is of especial advantage when the re-
ceptacle is covered, as before deseribed, or
when the device is placed under the counter
in such position that the roll cannot so easily
be reached with the hand for the purpose of
starting out the end of the paper after a sheet
hasbeen'torn off. The tearing-bar may either
be. fixed, as represented in the drawings, or
else it may be pivotally connected to the ends
of the holder, whereby the lower or tearing
edge may be raised, the latter construction
having some advantage where a bottom for the
receptacle is provided, since it serves to facili-
tate the insertion of the fingers to draw out the
end of the paper if the turning of the roll does
not readily produce this effect, as may some-

times happen, especially if the paper is thin.

The tearing-edlge of the bar may be either plain
or serrated. »

‘While the roll of paper may be free within
the holder, if desired, I much prefer to journal
it to the ends of the same by means of a de-
vice adapted to permit a gradual descent of
theroll asthe latter diminishes in size, whereby
the base of the roll always remainsator nearly

rier for the roll C. The angle of inclination .

354,981

in the same plane with the egress-opening un-
der the edge of the tearing-bar. Tor this pur-
pose I provide the ends of the holder with slots
u, which may be vertical, as shown, or oblique,
as indicated by the dotted lines, extending for
a suitable distance down from the top, and I
also provide plugs or ‘‘tompions’’ D, entering
the central opening of the roll at each end and
fitting within the slots #.  These tompions, it
will be seen, are much more quickly and easily
adjusted than a spindle passing entirely
through wounld be. In addition to the func-
tion of journaling the roll in place, the tom-
pions perform the additional fanetion, no less
important, of preserving the cylindrical shape
of the roll, which, if left for any considerable
length of time lying in one position, tends to
settle into an elliptical form, thus impairing
its rolling properties. The tompions should
be slightly conical in form, as shown in the
drawings, to admit of their insertion without
crowding the edges of the paper inward at the
ends of the ecentral opening; and if it be not
desired to use them as journals, but only to
preserve the cylindrical form of the roll, the
extensions £, which enter the slots u, may be
omitted. Ifthe rollis journaled in place, the
back of the holder may be -left wholly open,
though it is no disadvantage in any case to
have the back pieces, s, extending inward a
short distance from each end of the receptacle.
If no journals are used, they serve to retain
the roll in place without interfering with the
action of the hand in turning it; and by pro-
viding them with screw-holes they become a
convenient means for securing the device to a
wall or other support. When the roll is not
journaled, either a back of some form should
be used or else thebottomof the holder should
be made sloping toward the front, so that the
roll may remain in contact with the bar B.
The latter form is especially recommended
when the device is supported under a counter.

T am avware that certain devices having the

same general purpose in view as in my inven-

tion have been deseribed, and my claims are
therefore limited to the forms and combina-
tions herein particularly pointed out, Prior
to my invention a holder for postage stamps
was made with thetop and back ecutouttoallow
the manipulation of the roll, but the opening
was insufficient to allow the introduction of
the stamps. My holder is entirely open at the
top, and substantially so at the rear, whereby
a roll haying a diameter equal to the distance
between the cutter and the rear of the holder
can beinsertedin placeand freely manipulated
without danger of abrading the hands. A
holder providing forsuch a result or operation
was not known or used prior to my invention.

Other constrauctions—such as shown in Pat-
ent No. 224,010 to Gilson, and in-No. 125,070
to Montignani and Gibson, Jr., that were not

entirely open at the top and back—require

necessarily a large case or holder to provide
for the ready insertion and easy manipulation
of the roll. I do not, however, herein claim
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this feature, broadly, but only in the new rela-
tions set forth, because of my Patent No.
248,323,

My patent above referred to describes slots

_for the journals provided in straps or hangers.

As there shown, these slots are nearer a hori-
zontal than » vertical line, I now-make them
vertical, or nearly so, and locate them in a
definite relation to a holder.
served that the slots in my present device are
open at the top, and extend to near the base,
whereby the journals or tompions, shaped as
represented, to prevent endwise motion, may
be dropped into the same and freely descend
as the roll decreases in size. The tompions
herein deseribed could not be used in the elon-
gated slots shown in my former patent, and
the inclined slots there shown necessitate an
unnecessary lateral extension of the whole de-
vice. ,

I am also aware that .the notch in the part
that supports the paper near the cutting-edge,
said part being secured to a case-supporting
frame by clamps or bolts, is not new, but I
make the notch or slot extend through the
body of the base or paper support. As illas-
trated, this support is made quite thick, so
that when it rests upon a plain surface there
is room for the insertion of a finger to aid in
grasping the paper. To effect the same result
in a thin base, it counld be raised above the
counter or plain support or otherwise sepa-
rated from it, and as the notch extends through
the base the finger conld readily be introduced
therein. And it is obvious that so far as this
result is concerned, if the base were madeex-
ceedingly thick——as; for example, an inch or
more—thenotch wouldadmitthe finger,though
not cut entirely through said ‘base. In the
particular above deseribed my construction
differs from one wherein the paper could only
be seized on the under side by a finger-nail.

I am further aware that pivoted kniveshave
been used in devicesof the class specified; but
none priorto my invention have been pivoted
in a vertical plane tangential to the full-sized
roll when placed in position, orina planeequi-
distant with the rear of the case or holderfrom
the center of suchroll or from the journal-bear-
ing thereof. In patent to Eaton, No. 7,087,
reissue of May 2, 1876, the knife is pivoted to
a frame that supports the case or holder, and
outsideof such holder, which is provided with
a slot to allow the passage of the paper, the
construction being in this respect unlike mine
in compactness, simplicity, and eeconomy.
This device further differs from mine in the
relative situation of the roll and knife with
reference to the intermediate passage for the
paper. In my device these are arranged sub-

. stantially as shown, so that when the paper

and tearing bar or knife are grasped together
and the latter swung upwardly on its pivots
the paper will be unrolled and drawn out, and
when the knife is dropped the paper will ex-
tend beyond the edge of the same and can be
independently grasped. Inthe patented con-

It will be ob-.

struction referred to the knife is pivoted in
about the same planeas thatin which the paper
issues from a slot in an inclosing-case, said slot
being nearly on a plane with the pivots of the
tearing-bar, so that the paper sheet is not
drawn out in a plane tangential to the roll,
but is simply bent upwardly-when it is raised
together with the tearing bar or knife, and
when the latter is dropped the paper does not
project beyond the edge of the knife, so thab
it can beindependently grasped. Apparently,
the edge of the paper can only be reached when
the bar is down by catching it between the
nails of a finger and thumb, or by separately
raising the bar and seizing the paper edge by
a nail and thumb. .

I am aware that a pivoted knife has been
placed in a relation similar to mine, and pro-
vided with a knob whereby said knife could
beraised toallow the papersheet to be grasped,
no notch being provided, and such construc-
tion I do not claim.

‘What I claim as new, and deSire to sécure
by Letters Patent, is—
~1. In a'device for separating a continuous
roll of paper into sheets, the combination of a
holder for the roll open at the top and back
for the insertion and handling of the roll, and
a bar having a tearing-edge to facilitate the
tearing of the paper, sald bar being secured
immediately in the front of the sald holder
and closely -adjacent to the roll when in posi-
tion in the holder and in such relation thereto
that the paper,when drawn out under the said
tearing - edge, moves in a tangent, or nearly
50, to the base of the roll, snbstantially as de-
scribed.

2. In a device for separating a continuous.
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roll of paper into sheets, a holder for the roll -

provided with a bottom having aslot or noteh,
W, inits outer edge, and having its uppersur-
face elevated to the extent of about the thick-
ness of a finger above the surface on which it
rests,in combination with a bar having a tear-
ing-edge to facilitate the tearing of the paper,
and said bar being secured immediately in
the front of the holder and closely adjacent to
the roll when in position in the holder, and in

such a relation that the paper when drawn °

out under the tearing-edge moves in a tan-
gent, or nearly so, to the base of the roll, sub-
stantially as described. =

3. The holder having end pieces slotted, as

described, the back pieces, S, and the tearing-

bar secured to the end pieces immediately in
front of the roll, substantially as specified.
4. The combination, with a roll of paper, of
the tompions D, having grooved extensions f,
as shown, and inserted into the central open-
ing of the roll, and the holder provided with

open slots or guides, substantially as and for -

the purpose set forth.
5. In a device for tearing rolled wrapping-
paper into sheets, the combination of the fol-

130

lowing elements: first, a holder having a bot- -

tom terminating at or mear the front of the
holder, said bottom being provided with a
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" axis of the roll, and to obviate too great mo-
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slot or notch, W, extending inward from its
forward edge, and, second, a tearing-bar at
the front of the hiolder and closely adjacent to
the roll, as specified, between the tearing-edge
of which bar and the upperside of the said bot-
tom near the forward end is an egress-open-
ing for the web of paper, whereby the said
web passes out in the same plane,or nearly so,

withthe base of the roll as it rests in the hold-

er, substantially as described.

6. The combination of the er.ds of tlie holder
having vertical slots extending to or near to
the base,and the roll provided with tompions,
whereby the roll is readily inserted and subse-
quently kept in position on the base to pre-
vent a forward or backward movement of the

mentum of the roll, substantially as speeified.

7. The combination of a holder for the roll
having a bottom or support for the web termi-
nating at or near the working-edge of the tear-
ing-bar, and having a notch therein to facili-
tate the act of grasping the end of the web,
with atearing-bar immediately in front of the
holder and closely adjacent to the roll when in
position, all substantially as specified.

8. The combination of the back pieces, s,

4 ' 354,981

the knife and intermediate parts holding them
in fixed relative position, and constituting an
open holder for the ready insertion and ma-
nipulation of a paper-roll, and adapted to be

"secured to a vertical wall, substantially as

described.

9.. The combination of a roll-holder, an un-
obstructed notched base orsupport for the pa-
per sheet tangential to the roll, and a tearing
bar or knife pivoted above the base, whereby
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the tangential sheet may be readily grasped -

between the thumb and finger and the sheet
drawn fromn the roll by swinging the bar, sub-
stantially as set forth.

10. In a device for tearing rolled paper into
sheets, a holder for the roll having its bottom
extended to form a guide for the web, and
provided with a notch or slot to permit the
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web to be grasped, in combination witha tear-

ing-bar secured directly to the holder above
the extended bottom and closely adjacent to
the roll when in position in the holder, as de-

seribed. )
ALONZO W. JEROME.
In presence of—
Evron J. MEANS,
J. R. PATRICK.,



