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4 Claims. (C. 224-45) 
It is the object of my invention to produce a 

carrier for a plurality of bottles or similar arti 
cles. More specifically, it is my object to pro 
duce a carrier in which the bottles may be quick 
ly and easily inserted, in which the bottles will 
be positively retained, and from which the bot 

A further object tles may be readily removed. 
of my invention is to produce a carrier having 
a handle which will not interfere with stacking 
of filled carriers. Still another object of my in 
vention is to provide a carrier of simple and 
durable construction which may be shipped and 
stored in a knocked-down condition so as to con 
Serve Space. 
In carrying out my invention I form a carrier 

with a rigid bottom and with rigid sides which 
are hingedly connected to the bottom along the 
side edges thereof. I mount in each side a verti 
cally slidable yoke, such yokes being formed so 
that they may cross and interlock to form a 
handle. For cheapness of construction, the vari 
ous parts of the carrier are preferably formed 
of wire or sheet-metal. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate my in 

vention: Fig. 1 is an end elevation of one form 
of carrier with a portion thereof broken away; 
Fig. 2 is a horizontal section on the line 2-2 
of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the carrier 
illustrated in Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is an end elevation 
of a modified form of carrier broken away on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 6; Fig. 5 is a side elevation of 
the carrier illustrated in Fig. 4; Fig. 6 is a hori 
Zontal section on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5; and Fig. 
7 is a plan view of a modified form of carrier 
bottom. 

In the carrier illustrated in Figs. 1 to 3 in 
clusive the bottom is shown as formed of a single 
piece of wire repeatedly bent to form transverse 
ly extending portions to interconnected at alter 
nate ends by longitudinally extending portions 

which are in alinement along opposite sides 
of the bottom. The end portions 2 of the wire 
are bent inwardly of the bottom to form longi 
tudinal portions alined with the portions f. The 
transversely extending portions to are so spaced 
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vided at its lower edge with a series of ears 
which are bent to embrace the longitudinally 
extending bottom-portions. and 2, whereby 
each side is hingedly connected to the bottom. 
Along their vertical margins, the sides 5- are 
provided with inwardly projecting oblique ex 
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tensions 6, the extreme edge portions of which 
are bent inwardly to form, in effect, tubular 
guides 7. 
The handle comprises two yokes 20 and 2 as 

sociated respectively with the two sides 5, each 
such yoke comprising a central horizontal por 
tion 22, an outwardly and downwardly inclined 
portion 23, and a vertical portion 24. The verti 
cai portions 24 are slidably received in the tubul 
lar guides 7 of the sides with which the yokes 
20 and 2 are respectively associated, and are 
longer than such guides so as to be slidable 
therein. The lower end of each of the vertical 
yoke-portions 24 are bent horizontally as indi 
cated at 25 to limit upward movement of the 
yokes relative to the sides. 
The sloping side portions 23 of each yoke di 

verge downwardly, so that it is possible to pass 
the horizontal portion 22 of one yoke (here 
shown as the yoke 20) between the inclined por 
tions 23 of the other yoke, as is clear from Figs. 
i and 3. At the points where each inclined por 
tion 23 of one yoke crosses the corresponding 
portion 23 of the other yoke, both portions are 
offset, as indicated at 26, to form complementary 
notches which are held in engagement with each 
other by the resilience of the wire of which the 
yokes 20 and 2 are formed. The offset portions 
26 are so located that, when they are engaged, 
the sides 5 will be substantially vertical. 
In Fig. 1, I have shown in dotted lines the po 

sition occupied by the sides 15 and the yokes 
20 and 2 when the carrier is to be filed. With 

40 the sides and yokes in the position illustrated in 

45 
as to provide adequate support for the bottles 
which the carrier is to contain. Desirably, the 
central part of each transversely extending por 
tion fo is depressed below the plane of the longi 
tudinally extending portions and 12, being 50 
connected to such longitudinally extending por 
tions by upwardly and outwardly inclined por 
tions 3. . 

The sides of the carrier are formed of pieces 

Fig. 1, the carrier is filled with bottles, as indi 
cated in chain lines, the two sides 5 are swung 
upwardly, the yoke 20 is passed through the 
yoke 2, and the complementary offset portions 
26 interlocked. The device is so proportioned 
that the inclined portions is of the sides 5 pre 
vent any substantial degree of end.movement of 
the bottles, thus holding the bottles positively 
in association with the carrier. The yokes 2D 
and 2 are so proportioned that the horizontal 
handle portions 22 may be disposed below the 
tops of the bottles, as indicated in full lines in . 
Fig. 1, or moved vertically to a position well 
above the tops of the bottles to permit the in of sheet metal 5, each of such sides being pro- 55 sertion of the fingers beneath the handleportions 
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22. Upward movement of the yokes is limited 
by engagement of the yoke-portions 25 with the 
lower ends of the tubular guides 7. By provid 
ing for depression of the horizontal handle por- . 
tions 22 below the tops of the bottles, it is possi 
ble to stack the filled carriers one upon another. 
... It will be noted that when the sides 5 are 
opened out to the dotted-line position shown in 
Fig. 1 a plurality of carriers may be nested to 
gether, thus conserving space in storage and 
shipment. The center portion of each side 5 
may be offset inwardly to form a protected panel 
5' for the display of advertising matter. 
In the modification of the invention illustrated 

in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, the bottom of the carrier 
is formed of longitudinally extending side-wires 
3D interconnected by a series of transversely ex 
tending wires 3 whose ends are welded to the 
wires 30. As in the modification illustrated in 
Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the cross wires 3 are desirably 
provided with upwardly and outwardly extend 
ing portions 3, whereby the bottle-supporting 
surfaces of the wires. 3 are disposed well below 
the side-wires 30. . . In the arrangement illustrated in Figs. 4, 5, and 
6, each side of the carrier is formed as a U 
shaped wire-yoke 32 the ends of which are 
formed into eyes 33, embracing the associated 
side-wire 3 of the bottom. Desirably, the eyes 
33 are disposed closely adjacent cross-wires 3 
'at the bottom in order to locate each side longi 
tudinally of its associated side-wire 30. To com 
plete each side of the carrier, there are associated 
with the yoke 32 thereof two sheet-metal mem 
bers 34, each of which has one of its vertical 
edges curled to embrace one of the vertical legs 
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In Fig. 7, I have illustrated a carrier-bottom 

generally similar. to that shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 
6 in that it embodies side wires 30 and a series of 
cross-wires welded thereto. In-Fig. 7, however, 
the cross wires 40 do not cross each other as do 
the wires 3 in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, but instead are 
formed with portions conforming generally to the 
supporting surface of the bottles. Upwardly off 
set portions, 4 at the center of each of the cross 
wires 40 serve to locate each bottle individually 
within the carrier. 

I claim as my invention: , 
1. A bottle carrier, comprising a bottom hav 

ing a central bottle-supporting portion, sides piv 
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of the yoke 32 and its other vertical edge curled 
* to form a guide T corresponding to the guide 7 
of the modification illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, and 
3. Handle-forming yokes 20 and 2 are slidably 
associated with the tubular guides 7 as 
modification previously described. 

In the arrangement shown in Figs. 4, 5, and 6, 

in the 

the cross wires 3 are illustrated as formed to. 
V definitely locate each individual bottle which the carrier is to contain. For this purpose, each 

cross wire at the end of the carrier has an off 
set central portion indicated at 6 adapted to 
project upwardly between two bottles at the end 
of the carrier. The intermediate cross wires 3 
at the bottom are arranged in pairs and are bent 
at their middles to provide upwardly projecting 
offset portions 37 which cross each other at the 
top and which, at the point of crossing, may be 
welded together for the sake of rigidity. 
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oted to said bottom above said bottle-supporting 
portion, and a yoke slidably mounted in each of 
said sides and having a central, horizontal handle 
portion and side portions, said yokes being 
adapted to interfit with corresponding side por 
tions crossing each other and with the handle 
portions disposed in parallel relationship, the 
Crossing side portions of Said yokes being pro 
vided with interengaging complementary off 
Sets. 

2. A bottle carrier, comprising a bottom having 
a central bottle-supporting portion, sides pivoted 
to said bottom, and a yoke slidably mounted in 
each of said sides and having a central, horizon 
tall handle portion and side portions, said yokes 
being adapted to interfit with corresponding side 
portions crossing each other and with the handle 
portions disposed in parallel relationship, the 
crossing side portions of said yokes being pro 
vided with interengaging complementary off-sets. 

3. A bottle carrier, comprising a bottom having 
a central bottle-supporting portion, sides pivoted 
to said bottom above said bottle-supporting por 
tion and swingable about their respective pivotal 
axes between substantially horizontal and sub 
stantially vertical positions, a yoke slidably 
mounted in each of said sides and having a cent 
tral, horizontal handle portion, and releasable 
means for holding said handle portions in juxta 
posed position at the top of the carrier. 

45'. 4. A bottle carrier, comprising a bottom hav 
ing a central bottle-supporting portion, sides piv 
oted to said bottom and swingable about their re 
spective pivotal axes between substantially hori 
zontal and substantially vertical positions, a yoke 
slidably mounted in each of said sides and having . 
a central, horizontal handle portion, and releas 
able means for holding. said handle portions in 
juxtaposed position at the top of the carrier. 

NELL HAMILTON. 


