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1o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Samurn A, Mrrcue,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Spokane, in the county of Spo-
kane and State of Washington, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Supporting Devices; and I hereby declarve
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the arvt to which it
pertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
supporting devices, and pertains more es-
pecially to a device for supporting and re-
taining a fowl in position over an oval
platter while being carved.

The primary object of this invention is to
materially improve the supporting device
disclosed in U. 8. Letters Patent, No. 345,528,
gianted July 18, 1886, to Hiram Mitchell.

Another object is to provide means where-
by two spaced saddlés, which are instru-
mental in recelving and supporting a fowl
to be carved, may be readily adjusted vela-
tive to and efficiently retained in position on
the platter.

Ajiother object is to render the component
parts of my improved supporting device
capable of being assembled with facility
and readily kept in a clean condition.

With these objects in view, and to the end
of rendering the construction simple and
durable, this invention consists in certain
features of construction, and combinations
and arrangement of parts, hereinafter de-
scribed, pointed out in the claim, and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan
of a supporting device embodying my in-
vention and shows said supporting device
applied to an oval platter. Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section on line 2—2, Fig. 1, looking in
the direction indicated by the arrow. Fig.
3 is a vertical section on line 8—3, Fig. 2.
looking in the direction indicated by the
arrow,

Referring to said drawings, ‘A indicates
the bottom of a platter, and « the rim of the
platter. My improved supporting device,
employed in supporting and retaining a
fowl in position over a platter while being
carved, comprises two saddles B and B
which are suitably spaced. Xach saddle B
consists preferably of a metal casting and
has an integral base 5. In the supporting
device illustrated the saddles B and B are

relatively contoured and arranged to receive
the neck and the rump or body respectively
of a fowl which is to be supported and re-
tained in place by said supporting device
while being carved over the platter. The
base 5 of each saddle is-shown resting on
the bottom A of the platter and is provided
interiorly with a chamber 6 which extends
upwardly from the lower extremity of said
base. Said base is provided with a rod ¢
extending interiorly and transversely of the
base in a substantially horizontal plane and
from said base toward the other saddle.
Said base is also provided with two arms
D and D extending transversely of the rod
C of the base interiorly of the base and ar-
ranged the one next above the other within
said base, and said arms ave preferably ar-

anged below and substantially at a right

angle to said rod. Said arms are adjustable
endwise of each other and terminate in hools
7 arranged to hook over the vim « of the
platter, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. Prefer-
ably said base is provided above the lower
end of its chamber 6 with oppositely ar-
ranged slots 8 which extend laterally and
outwardly from said chamber to the exterior
of said base and are engaged by the arms D
of said base and have their bottoms form-
ing seats for said arms. Said base is also
preferably provided with oppositely ar-
ranged holes 10 which extend substantially
at a right angle to the aforesaid slots lat-
erally and outwardly from said chamber to
the exterior of the base and are engaged by
the rod C of said base. A set-screw E is
screwed into the top wall of said chamber
over and into engagement with said rod C,
and said set-screw clamps said rod down-
wardly against the upper of the arms D of
said base so that said arms and said rod are
clamped by and between said set-screw and
the seats formed for the lower of said arms.
The holes 10 in said base are of course large
enough vertically and arranged as required
relative to the slots 8 in said base to permit
the clamping of the rod C and the arms D
of said base by and between the set-screw B
of the base and the seats formed for the
lower of said arms by the bottoms of said
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slots. Tt will be observed therefore that my

improved supporting device comprises sim-
ple and efficient means whereby said arms
and said rod of said base are secured in place
relative to said base in the desired adjust-
ment of said arms, and the provision of said
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base with the interior chamber 6 and the
extension of said chamber to the lower ex-
tremity of the base render said base readily
cleanable interiorly.

Means whereby the two saddles may be
simultaneously actuated from or toward
each other comprise the rods C of said sad-
dles and means, such, for instance, as a turn-
buckle G, whereby the rods may be rela-
tively readjusted to cause the saddles to ap-
proach or recede from each other while said
rods and the arms D of the saddles remain
secured in place relative to the bases of the
saddles. Preferably said rods are arranged
in line endwise and the turn-buckle is ar-
ranged centrally between the saddle-bases
and couples said rods together. Obviously
only manipulation of the turn-buckle is re-
quired to cause the hooks 7 of the arms D
of the saddle-bases to efliciently clamp or
release the rim of the platter, and prefer-
ably the set-screw E of each saddle-base is
arranged between said turn-buckle and the
arms D of said base.

By the construction hereinbefore de-
seribed, it will be observed that the set-screw
E of each saddle constitutes means arranged
at one side of the pair of arms D of said
saddle for exerting pressure, at one side of
sald pair of arms, downwardly upon the rod
C connected to said saddle, so that when
said set-screw has been manipulated as re-
quired to clamp said rod downwardly
against said arms the outer end of said rod
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is simultaneously caused to tightly bear up-
wardly at the opposite side of said pair of
arms against the base of the saddle, and con-
sequently said rod and said arms are ade-
quately secured to said base without necessi-

“tating any movement or manipulation of

said base.

What I claim isr—

In a supporting device of the character in-
dicated, two spaced saddles each of which
has a base having an interior chamber and
provided with oppositely arranged slots ex-
tending laterally and outwardly from said
chamber, a pair of arms which extend
through each of said chambers and through
said slots and are arranged the one next
above the other within said chambers and
terminate in hooks arranged to hook over
the rim of the platter, a turn-buckle inter-
mediately of the saddles, a rod extending
through each of said chambers and across
the upper of said arms and operatively con-
nected with the turn-buckle, and means sep-
arate from the saddles for exerting pressure
downwardly on the rods at one side of each

of the aforesaid pair of arms to clamp said 9

rods and said arms to said saddles.
In testimony whereof, I sign the forego-
ing specification, in the presence of two wit-

nesses.
SAMUEL A. MITCHELL.
Witnesses:
M. E. SULLIVAN,
Jamus A. Browx.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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