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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

CARL OTTO SCHNEIDER, OF DRESDEN, GERMANY.

WRITING-DESK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 494,649, dated April 4,1893.
Application filed November 11, 1892, Serial No, 451,675, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CARL, OTTO SCHNEIDER,
a subject of the King of Saxony, residing at
Dresden, in the Kingdom of Saxony, German
Empire, have invented certain new and use-
fulImprovements in Portable Writing-Desks,
of which the following is a specification.

The subject of this invention is an article
which, when not in use, assumes the shape of
a flat box, whereas, when opened for use, it
constitutes a complete writing desk with the
necesgary stand for books or doeuments to be
copied from and the like, and with pen, ink
and similar accessories. This folding desk,
therefore, as will be understood, is particu-
larly suitable for use on a journey or in the
field, &e., though it may also if necessary be
provided with legs and used as a piece of fur-
niture in an apartment. And it can be so ar-
ranged that the ink bottle or bottles do not
requireany particular closing devices and are
yet prevented from spilling thelr contents.

The invention consists in the construction,
arrangement and combination of parts, as
hereinafter fully described and-claimed.

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 is
a back view and Fig. 2 a side view of the im-
proved folding desk When opened foruse. Fig.
3 is a plan w1th the upper cover raised. Fw
4 is a cross section of the desk when closed
and Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic side view. FIO‘S
6 and 7 are detall views more partleularly to
be referred to further on,

o designates a flat box to one of the side

walls of which i is hinged or pivoted a cover or |

lidb. This lid serves as a supporting plate or
writing table and is for this purpose prefer-
ably covered with cloth on the outside. To
the longitudinal wall opposite to that to which
lid bisattached is pivoted a support or framec.
The upper part ¢’ of this frame is shown as
adapted to be turned back; but whether it
actually is so or not will depend on the space
available and other circumstances, and forms
no essential part of theinvention. On either

side of part c are arranged toothed racks d
pivoted at one end to part ¢ while their op-
posite endsare pivoted toslotted bars ¢ which
are adjustable upon frame ¢ by means of
thumb nuts fwithin proper limitsorat a given
angle totheframec. Until the nuts are tight-
ened the racks d are controlled by springs ¢

on the frame ¢. By means of these racks the
plate b is rétained at the desired angle to the
support or frame c. Kaeh of the racks works
in a slot formed in the plate b and engages
with pins & provided in these slots (Fig. 2).
The slotted bars e enable the support ¢ to be
adjusted at the desired angle when it is to be
used as a stand for books or the like which
arethen placed upon the small shelf or ledge 1.
This ledge 7 also carries such accessories as
ink bottles % a pen-box and pen-holders, pen-
cils, &e., resting in'suitable slots or notchesin
bridges ! provided for the purpose. To en-
able these articles to retain their horizontal
position, whatever the position of the frame
¢, the ledge or shelf 7 is hinged or pivoted to
frame c, and in engagement with one end of
a link m the other end of which is pivoted to
the box a. By this means a jointed mechan-
ism or parallel motion is formed in which the
part ¢ always remains horizontal (really par-
allel with part a, but part o is supposed to be
horizontal) to whatever position the other
sides of the square may be swung. -

The ink bottles % if unprovided with a spe-
cial closing device for themselves, are, when
out of use, closed as follows: On the inner
side of the cover b, at the parts which are
situated directly above the ink bottles when
it is put down, are provided india rubber
plates or pads n. These, when the desk is
closed, tightly adhere to the openings or
mouths of the ink bottles and form a perfect
closure.  Pen-holders and the like are in a
similar manner retained in. their positions
upon the rack /, an india rubber band o tak-
ing up its position across these when the 1id
or cover is put down, whereby a yokeshaped
spring p is expanded.  This arrangement is
clearly shown in Figs. 6 and 7.

‘When the desk is to be folded together, it
is necessary first to unscrew the thumb nuts
f when the desk may be closed as will be
readily understood and as clearly illustrated
in Figs. 4 and 5. The hooks ¢ by engaging
with eyes ¢’ on support b serve for keeping
the box closed.

I claim—

1. In a portable writing desk, the comblna-
tion with a flat box, and hmored lid or writing
table, of a frame or book-stand, a ledge or
shelf pivoted to the support or stand, and a
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link connecting the shelf with the box, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a portable writing desk, the combina-
tion with a flat box,and hinged lid or writing
table, a frame or book stand, a ledge or shelf
pivoted to the support or stand, and a link
connecting the shelf with the box, and an ink
bottle, supported on the shelf of an elastic
plate or pad on the lid for tightly closing the
bottle when the 1id or cover is closed, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a portable writing desk, the combina-
tion with a box and a lid or cover hinged
thereto, of aframe or book support also hinged
tothe box opposite tothelid orcover bars car-
ried by the said support on each side and
toothed racks pivoted at one end to the said
bars and at the opposite end to the support
and adapted to adjustably support the lid or
coverin the manner and for the purposespeci-
fied. ’

4, In a portable writing desk, the combina-
tion with a box and a lid or cover hinged
thereto, of aframeorbook supportalso hinged
to the box opposite to the lid or cover, slotted
bars arranged on each side of the support,
thumb-screws and nuts adjustably securing
the said bars upon the support, rack-bars piv-
oted at one end to the said bars and at the
opposite end to the support and adapted to
adjustably support thelid, in the manner and
for the purpose specified.

5. In a portable writing desk, the combina-
tion with a box and a lid or cover hinged
thereto,of a frame or book supportalsohinged
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to the box opposite to the lid or cover, a ledge
or shelf pivoted to the said support and pro-
vided with a pen-rack or tray, a yoke-shaped
spring carried by the lid on its under side,
and an elasticband fitted around said spring,
all as and for the purpose specified.

6. In a portable writing desk, the combina-
tion with a box and a lid or cover hinged
thereto and adapted to besuitably supported
at its outer end, of a frame or book support
hinged to the box opposite to the lid or cover
and adapted to be suitably supported in a
raised position, as described, for the purpose
specified.

7. In a portable writing desk, the combina-
tion with a box, and a lid or cover hinged
thereto, of a frame or book support hinged to
the box opposite to the lid or cover, slotted
platescarried by thesaid support on each side
and adjustably secured thereto by means of
set-serews and nuts, racks pivoted at one end
to the book support and at the opposite end
to ihe slotted plates, pins carried by the lid
or cover at its outer end and engaging with
the teeth of theracks, in the manner and for
the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereto set my
hand in the presence of the two subscribing
witnesses.

CARL OTTO SCHNEIDER.

Witnesses:
0110 WOLFF,
Huco DUMMER,
Both of Dresden.
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