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1
ANIMAL TRAINING APPARATUS

1. CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and claims the
priority benefit of, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/341,
930 filed Jan. 14, 2003 now U.S. Pat. No. 7,107,939. This
application further claims priority benefit of the provisional
U.S. Patent Application No. 60/392,746 filed Jun. 27, 2002.

II. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A. Field of the Invention

The invention broadly relates to animal harnesses and
leashes.

B. Prior Art

An animal leash is typically connected to a collar worn
around the neck of an animal. The collar is free to rotate
around the neck. An animal, such as a dog, that has not been
trained, instinctively wishes to roam away from its handler.
When the dog tries to walk or run away and pulls the leash
taut, the collar is automatically rotated so that the leash is
positioned at the back of the neck. As the dog pulls the leash
taut, it feels pressure on the front of its neck.

Many types of animals have an opposition reflex that
makes them instinctively move toward the part of their
bodies on which they feel pressure. Since the dog feels
pressure at the front part of the collar when he pulls on a
leash that has been rotated to the back, the collar encourages
the dog to pull away from its handler with even greater force.
As another example, the opposition reflex of a horse causes
it to turn towards the side where the rider’s leg applies
pressure.

In addition to collars, there are animal harnesses that wrap
around the torso. A typical harness has a leash attachment at
the back of the animal, but a back-mounted leash cannot be
used to give the animal cues for learning commands such as
sit, down, and come. The back-mounted leash also signals
the animal to pull on the leash, similar to a neck collar,
because of the pressure on the front of the chest when the
animals pulls the leash taut. Some prior art harnesses dis-
courage pulling behavior by providing devices that rub,
chafe, or hobble the animal’s front legs, but these devices
cause stress and discomfort.

III. BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the objects of the present animal training
apparatus and method are:

to prevent an animal from pulling on its leash;

to facilitate applying turning signals to the animal;

to give an animal cues for learning commands such as sit,

down, and come;

to be adjustable for fitting different size animals;

to be comfortable to wear;

to not rub the armpits or forearms; and

to enable the animal to walk freely without hobbling its

movements.

The present invention is an animal training apparatus that
is comprised of a leash connector attached to a chest portion
of'a harness. The harness is arranged for preventing the leash
connector from shifting to the back of the animal.

The harness is preferably comprised of a chest strap for
positioning across the chest of the animal between the tops
of the front legs, a withers strap for positioning across the
withers of the animal behind the neck and between the
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shoulders, and a girth strap for positioning across the girth
of the animal behind the front legs on the underside.

The leash connector is attached to an intermediate posi-
tion on the chest strap for controlling an animal by pulling
the chest strap in the appropriate direction. For example, it
can apply a rotating force to the animal when the animal
moves forwards of the handler and pulls on the leash
connector. The animal is prevented by the rotational force
from pulling further.

By this design, when the animal brings the leash taut, it is
not encouraged to pull further by pressure on the chest, but
is instead turned by pressure on the sides, thereby discour-
aging pulling.

IV. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a side perspective view of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 1B is a side perspective view of an alternative
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of the invention on an
animal.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the invention on the animal.

FIG. 4 is a side view of an alternative embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 5 is a front view of the invention when the animal is
being instructed to proceed forward.

FIG. 6 is a front view the invention when the animal is
being instructed to turn right.

FIG. 7 is a front view invention when the animal is being
instructed to turn left.

V. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In accordance with a first embodiment of the invention
shown in the front view of FIG. 1A, an animal harness (10)
is comprised of a chest strap (11), a withers strap (12), and
a girth strap (13), which are preferably made of webbing.
Adjacent ends of the straps (11-13) are connected together,
preferably by side connectors (14), which are preferably
comprised of rings that allow the chest strap (11) to pivot up
and down. Alternatively, the ends of the straps (11-13) may
be connected together as illustrated in FIG. 1B without a
connector, such as by sewing, gluing, or other means, or they
may be integrally connected to each other.

A leash connector (15) is attached to an intermediate
position on the chest strap (11). In this example, the chest
strap (11) is comprised of a left strap (16) and a right strap
(17) connected by the leash connector (15), which is com-
prised of a ring. Alternatively, the chest strap (11) may be
comprised of a single strap, and the leash connector (15)
may be attached to an intermediate position or any other
position on the single strap. Also, the leash connector (15)
may be any suitable type of connector for connecting to a
leash. There may be a plurality of leash connectors on the
chest strap (11).

The withers strap (12) and the girth strap (13) each
includes at least one length adjuster (18), such as a slide
buckle, for adjusting its length to fit different size animals.
The chest strap (11) preferably includes two width adjusters
(18) on either side of the leash connector (15), so as to
enable adjusting the length of the chest strap (11), and
preferably maintaining the leash connector (15) generally
centered along the chest strap (11). Alternatively, the length
adjusters (18) may be eliminated and the straps (11-13) may
be sized to fit an animal of a predetermined size.
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A releasable connector (19) is attached along one of the
straps (11-13), preferably a girth strap (13). An identification
tag (not shown) or a cord (25) illustrated in FIG. 1B) may
be attached to the leash connector (15) for connecting a
leash.

In FIGS. 2 and 3, a harness (10) is shown worn on animal,
which is a dog in this example. The harness (10) is most
suitable for dogs, but it may be used for other four legged
animals. A releasable connector (19) (FIG. 1) is discon-
nected for enabling the harness (10) to be put on the animal
by sliding the chest strap (11) and the withers strap (12)
down around its neck without lifting its legs. The releasable
connector (19) is reconnected after the chest strap (11) and
the withers strap (12) are in position. The chest strap (11) is
positioned across the animal’s chest, which is the portion
between the tops of the front legs. The withers strap (12) is
positioned across the withers, which is the portion between
the shoulders behind the neck. The girth strap (13) is
positioned across the girth, which is the portion on the
underside behind the front legs. A leash (20) with a releas-
able connector (21) at the proximal end is connected to the
leash connector (15) on the chest strap (11).

Length adjusters (18) on the straps (11-13) are adjusted to
fit the animal. Side connectors (14) are generally positioned
at the shoulders where the animal can easily feel them for
receiving turning signals. The chest strap (11) is preferably
adjusted to be loose enough for pivoting up and down about
side connectors (14). The harness (10) is comfortable to
wear because it may be worn relatively loosely, and because
it does not rub the armpits or forearms like some prior art
harnesses do. Accordingly, it allows the animal to walk
freely without hobbling its movements.

An alternative embodiment of the harness is shown in
FIG. 4. It includes a collar (22) worn above a chest strap (11)
and a withers strap (12). A leash connector (23) on collar
(22) is connected to a leash connector (15) on the chest strap
(11) by releasable connector (21) on the leash. The collar
(22) provides additional control and signaling, as well as
enabling an easier transition for an animal owner who is
accustomed to using a collar alone. When the owner is
familiar with using the harness, the collar (22) may be
removed.

A method for training the animal wearing a harness (10)
is shown in FIGS. 5-7. As an example, a trainer is shown on
the right of the animal, but the trainer may be on the left
instead.

In FIG. 5, the animal is instructed to proceed forward by
pulling a leash (20) forward to apply pressure on the
animal’s withers and girth. If the animal moves forwards of
the trainer and pulls the leash (20) taut, the leash connector
(15) (FIG. 1) and the leash (20) apply a force to the sides and
shoulders of the animal to produce a rotational effect on the
animal since the leash connector (15) and the leash (20) are
attached to the chest strap (11). The animal is signaled to
turn toward the trainer and stopped from pulling on the leash
(20).

The harness (10) eliminates the signals that prior art
leashes and harnesses provide to cause the animal to pull on
the leash (20). The animal will quickly learn to walk with the
trainer instead of forcing its way ahead and pulling on the
leash (20). The animal is instructed to sit or to stop walking
by pulling the leash (20) upward to apply pressure on the
animal’s girth.

In FIG. 6, the animal is instructed to turn right by pulling
the leash (20) to the right to apply pressure to the animal’s
left shoulder. In FIG. 7, the animal is instructed to turn left
by pulling the leash (20) to the left to apply pressure to the
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right side of the animal’s neck. If the animal is on the
trainer’s right side, the animal is instructed to turn right by
pulling the leash (20) to the right to apply pressure to the left
side of the animal’s neck.

Although the above description is specific, they should
not be considered as limitations on the scope of the inven-
tion, but only as examples of the embodiments. Many
substitutes and variations are possible within the teachings
of'the invention. For example, the harness may be used with
a collar or without the leash by grabbing the chest strap and
pulling it in the appropriate direction. A collar may be
considered as being comprised of a chest strap and a withers
strap. The buckles may be replaced with hook-and-loop
fasteners. A different harness may be provided for securing
the leash connector at the chest of the animal. Therefore, the
scope of the invention should be determined by the
appended claims and their legal equivalents, not by the
examples given.

I claim:

1. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap for positioning across a forechest of an
animal across its shoulders;

b. a back strap for positioning across a back of the animal
at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap for positioning across a girth of the animal
behind the front legs on an underside thereof, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together on each
side of the two sides of the animal and the straps are of
such relative length so as to place the two side con-
nections at or behind the shoulders of the animal; and

d. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
of the forechest strap for applying a rotational force to
the shoulders of the animal when the animal moves
forwards of a handler and pulls on the leash connector,
wherein the forechest strap is comprised of a left strap
and a right strap connected by the leash connector.

2. The animal training apparatus of claim 1, further
including side connectors connecting adjacent ends of the
forechest strap, the back strap, and the girth strap, wherein
the side connectors can be positioned at or behind the
shoulders of the animal.

3. The animal training apparatus of claim 1, further
including a releasable connector along the girth strap that
allows the girth strap to be opened and thus allows the
harness to be worn around the animal without lifting the
front legs.

4. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap for positioning across a forechest of an

animal across its shoulders;

b. a back strap for positioning across a back of the animal
at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap for positioning across a girth of the animal
behind the front legs on an underside thereof, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together on each
side of the two sides of the animal and the straps are of
such relative length so as to place the two side con-
nections at or behind the shoulders of the animal;

d. respective length adjusters on the back strap and the
girth strap; and

e. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
of the forechest strap for applying a rotational force to
the shoulders of the animal when the animal moves
forwards of a handler and pulls on the leash connector.
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5. An animal training apparatus, comprising:
a. a harness, the harness comprising:
b. a back strap that can be positioned across an animal’s
back at or behind its shoulders;
c. a girth strap that can be positioned under the animal’s
girth, immediately behind its front legs;
d. a forechest strap that can be positioned around the
animal’s forechest across its shoulders,
wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are connected together on each side
of the animal, the forechest strap designed so as to
be able to move up and down as a result of
pivoting connections between the back strap, the
girth strap, and the forechest strap, and

wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are of relative length so as to
position the side connections on each side of the
animal at or behind the shoulders; and

e. a leash connector attached to an intermediate posi-
tion on the forechest strap that allows for the con-
trolling and training of the animal by pulling the
forechest portion of the strap and thereby selectively
applying pressure behind the animal’s shoulders,
under the girth, and over the back.

6. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a harness, the harness comprising:

b. a back strap that can be positioned across an animal’s
back at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap that can be positioned under the animal’s
girth, immediately behind its front legs;

d. a forechest strap that can be positioned around the
animal’s forechest across its shoulders wherein the
back strap, the girth strap, and the forechest strap are
connected together on each side of the animal;

e. respective length adjusters on the back strap and the
girth strap so as to allow the adjustment of the side
connections at or behind the animal’s shoulders,
wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are of relative length so as to position
the side connections on each side of the animal at or
behind the shoulders; and

f. aleash connector attached to an intermediate position
on the forechest strap that allows for the controlling
and training of the animal by pulling the forechest
portion of the strap and thereby selectively applying
pressure behind the animal’s shoulders, under the
girth, and over the back.

7. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap that can be positioned across a
forechest of an animal across its shoulders;

b. a back strap that can be positioned across a back of the
animal at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap that can be positioned across a girth of the
animal behind the front legs on an underside, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together; and

d. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
on the forechest strap that allows for the controlling and
training of the animal by pulling the forechest portion
of the strap and thereby selectively applying pressure
behind the animal’s shoulders, under the girth, and over
the back, wherein the forechest strap comprises a left
strap and a right strap connected by the leash connector.

8. The animal training apparatus of claim 7, further

including a leash connected to the leash connector.

9. The animal training apparatus of claim 7, further

including side connectors connecting adjacent ends of the

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

forechest strap, the back strap, and the girth strap, wherein
the side connectors are for being positioned at or behind the
shoulders of the animal.

10. The animal training apparatus of claim 7, further
including a releasable connector along the girth strap to
enable the girth strap to be opened and thus enable the
harness to be worn around the animal without lifting the
front legs.

11. The animal training apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
back strap, the girth strap, and the forechest strap are of
relative length so as to position the connections on each side
of the animal at or behind its shoulders.

12. The animal training apparatus of claim 7, wherein the
lengths of the back strap, the girth strap, and the forechest
strap are adjustable so as to be able to position the connec-
tions on each side of the animal at or behind its shoulders.

13. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap that can be positioned across a
forechest of an animal across its shoulders;

b. a back strap that can be positioned across a back of the
animal at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap that can be positioned across a girth of the
animal behind the front legs on an underside, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together;

d. respective length adjusters on the back strap and the
girth strap; and

e. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
on the forechest strap that allows for the controlling and
training of the animal by pulling the forechest portion
of the strap and thereby selectively applying pressure
behind the animal’s shoulders, under the girth, and over
the back.

14. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap that can be positioned across a
forechest of an animal between tops of front legs
thereof;

b. a back strap that can be positioned across a back of the
animal behind a neck and between shoulders thereof;,

c. a girth strap that can be positioned across a girth of the
animal behind the front legs on an underside thereof,
wherein respective opposite ends of the forechest strap,
the back strap, and the girth strap are connected
together;

d. side connectors connecting adjacent ends of the fore-
chest strap, the back strap, and the girth strap, wherein
the side connectors can be positioned at the shoulders
of the animal, wherein the side connectors comprise
rings that enable the forechest strap to pivot up and
down; and

e. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
on the forechest strap that can transmit a rotational
force to the animal when the animal moves in front of
a handler and pulls on the leash connector, thus pre-
venting the animal from pulling further.

15. The animal training apparatus of claim 14, further

comprising a leash connected to the leash connector.

16. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap for positioning across a forechest of an
animal across its shoulders;

b. a back strap for positioning across a back of the animal
at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap for positioning across a girth of the animal
behind the front legs on an underside thereof, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together on each
side of the two sides of the animal and the straps are of
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such relative length so as to place the two side con-
nections at or behind the shoulders of the animal; and

d. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
of the forechest strap for applying a rotational force to
the shoulders of the animal when the animal moves
forwards of a handler and pulls on the leash connector,
wherein the leash connector includes a ring.

17. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap for positioning across a forechest of an
animal across its shoulders;

b. a back strap for positioning across a back of the animal
at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap for positioning across a girth of the animal
behind the front legs on an underside thereof, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together on each
side of the two sides of the animal and the straps are of
such relative length so as to place the two side con-
nections at or behind the shoulders of the animal; and

d. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
of the forechest strap for applying a rotational force to
the shoulders of the animal when the animal moves
forwards of a handler and pulls on the leash connector,
wherein the leash connector includes a cord.

18. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a forechest strap for positioning across a forechest of an
animal across its shoulders, wherein the forechest strap
is comprised of a left strap and a right strap, lengths of
the left strap and the right strap being independently
adjustable;

b. a back strap for positioning across a back of the animal
at or behind its shoulders;

c. a girth strap for positioning across a girth of the animal
behind the front legs on an underside thereof, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together on each
side of the two sides of the animal and the straps are of
such relative length so as to place the two side con-
nections at or behind the shoulders of the animal; and

d. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
of the forechest strap for applying a rotational force to
the shoulders of the animal when the animal moves
forwards of a handler and pulls on the leash connector.

19. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a. a harness, the harness comprising:

b. a back strap that can be positioned across an animal’s
back at or behind its shoulders:
c. a girth strap that can be positioned under the animal’s
girth, immediately behind its front legs;
d. a forechest strap that can be positioned around the
animal’s forechest across its shoulders,
wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are connected together on each side
of the animal, and
wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are of relative length so as to
position the side connections on each side of the
animal at or behind the shoulders; and
e. a leash connector attached to an intermediate posi-
tion on the forechest strap that allows for the con-
trolling and training of the animal by pulling the
forechest portion of the strap and thereby selectively
applying pressure behind the animal’s shoulders,
under the girth, and over the back, wherein the leash
connector is configured to prevent the leash connec-
tor from shifting to the back of the animal.
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20. An animal training apparatus, comprising:
a. a harness, the harness comprising:
b. a back strap that can be positioned across an animal’s
back at or behind its shoulders;
c. a girth strap that can be positioned under the animal’s
girth, immediately behind its front legs;
d. a forechest strap that can be positioned around the
animal’s forechest across its shoulders,
wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are connected together on each side
of the animal,
wherein the back strap, the girth strap, and the
forechest strap are of relative length so as to
position the side connections on each side of the
animal at or behind the shoulders, and
wherein the side connections include a ring; and
e. a leash connector attached to an intermediate posi-
tion on the forechest strap that allows for the con-
trolling and training of the animal by pulling the
forechest portion of the strap and thereby selectively
applying pressure behind the animal’s shoulders,
under the girth, and over the back.

21. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a forechest strap configured to be positioned across a
forechest of an animal;

a back strap configured to be positioned across a back of
the animal;

a girth strap configured to be positioned across a girth of
the animal between a front leg and a back leg, respec-
tive ends of the forechest strap, the back strap, and the
girth strap being coupled together;

a back strap length adjustor configured to adjust a length
of the back strap and a girth strap length adjustor
configured to adjust a length of the girth strap while
maintaining a total length of the back strap and the girth
strap; and

a leash connector attached to the forechest strap and
configured to control the animal by pulling the fore-
chest strap.

22. The animal training apparatus of claim 21, wherein the
respective ends of the forechest strap, the back strap, and the
girth strap are coupled together using rings that enable the
forechest strap to pivot up and down.

23. An animal training apparatus, comprising:

a forechest strap configured to be positioned across a

forechest of an animal;

a back strap configured to be positioned across a back of
the animal;

a girth strap configured to be positioned across a girth of
the animal between a front leg and a back leg, respec-
tive ends of the forechest strap, the back strap, and the
girth strap being coupled together;

a leash connector coupled to the forechest strap and
configured to control the animal by pulling the fore-
chest strap; and

one or more forechest strap length adjustors configured to
change a position of the leash connector on the fore-
chest strap while maintaining a total length of the
forechest strap.

24. The animal training apparatus of claim 23, wherein the
respective ends of the forechest strap, the back strap, and the
girth strap are coupled together such that the forechest strap
can pivot up and down.

25. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the leash connec-
tor includes a ring.
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26. An animal training apparatus, comprising:
a. a forechest strap for positioning across a forechest of an
animal across its shoulders;
b. a back strap for positioning across a back of the animal
at or behind its shoulders;
c. a girth strap for positioning across a girth of the animal
behind the front legs on an underside thereof, wherein
respective opposite ends of the forechest strap, the back
strap, and the girth strap are connected together on each
side of the two sides of the animal and the straps are of
such relative length so as to place the two side con-
nections at or behind the shoulders of the animal;
d. a leash connector attached to an intermediate position
of the forechest strap for applying a rotational force to
the shoulders of the animal when the animal moves
forwards of a handler and pulls on the leash connector;
and
e. a cord attached to the leash connector.
27. An apparatus comprising:
a forechest strap configured to extend from a first con-
nection to a second connection and to be positioned
across a chest of an animal between a neck and front
legs of the animal;
a withers strap configured to extend from the first con-
nection to the second connection and to be positioned
across a withers of the animal behind the neck of the
animal;
a girth strap configured to extend from the first connection
to the second connection and to be positioned across a
girth of the animal behind the front legs of the animal,
the first and second connections being vertically adjust-
able by independently changing lengths of both the
withers strap and the girth strap,

the first and second connections being horizontally
adjustable by changing a length of the forechest
strap; and

a leash connector operatively coupled to the forechest
strap and configured to connect a leash to the forechest
strap.

28. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first connec-
tion is proximate a first shoulder of the animal and the
second connection is proximate a second shoulder of the
animal.

29. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first connec-
tion is at or behind a first shoulder of the animal and the
second connection is at or behind a second shoulder of the
animal.

30. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein a position of the
leash connector on the forechest strap is adjustable.

31. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the leash connec-
tor includes a ring.

32. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the leash connec-
tor includes a cord.

33. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the leash connec-
tor is configured to be prevented from shifting towards the
back of the animal.

34. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first and
second connections each include a ring.

35. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising a girth
strap length adjustor configured to adjust the length of the

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

10

girth strap between the first and second connections and a
withers strap length adjustor configured to adjust the length
of the withers strap between the first and second connec-
tions.

36. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first and
second connections are vertically adjustable while maintain-
ing a total length of the withers strap and the girth strap.

37. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising a first
forechest strap length adjustor configured to adjust a length
of the forechest strap between the leash connector and the
first connection.

38. The apparatus of claim 37, further comprising a
second forechest strap length adjustor configured to adjust a
length of the forechest strap between the leash connector and
the second connection.

39. The apparatus of claim 27, further comprising one or
more forechest strap length adjustors configured to adjust a
position of the leash connector on the animal while main-
taining the length of the forechest strap.

40. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the withers strap
and the girth strap are integrally connected to each other.

41. The apparatus of claim 27, further including a length
adjustor configured for adjusting a length of the forechest
strap, the length adjustor being separate from the leash
connector.

42. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein ends of the
forechest strap, the withers strap, and the girth strap are
connected together without a connector.

43. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the first connec-
tion is configured such that the forechest strap can pivot up
and down.

44. An apparatus, comprising:

a forechest strap including a first end and a second end,
the forechest strap configured to be positioned across a
forechest of an animal between a neck and front legs of
the animal;

a back strap including a first end and a second end, the
back strap configured to be positioned across a back of
the animal behind the neck of the animal;

a girth strap including a first end and a second end, the
girth strap configured to be positioned across a girth of
the animal behind the front legs of the animal;

a first connector configured to couple the first end of the
forechest strap, the first end of the back strap, and the
first end of the girth strap;

a second connector configured to couple the second end of
the forechest strap, the second end of the back strap,
and the second end of the girth strap;

a leash connector coupled to the forechest strap between
the first end of the forechest strap and the second end
of the forechest strap; and

a forechest strap length adjustor separate from the leash
connector and configured for adjusting a length of the
forechest strap.

45. The apparatus of claim 44, wherein the first connector

includes a ring configured such that the forechest strap can
pivot up and down.



