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To all whom it may concern: . . . . 
Beit known that, JACOB BLOCH, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Cincinnati, 
in the county of Hamilton and State of Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful. Im 
provements in Semivests and Trousers; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to. 
which it appertains to make and use the 
same. . . 

This invention relates to wearing apparel, 
and more particularly to pantaloons or 
trousers designed to be worn with a shirt 
waist without the aid of suspenders for sup 
porting them upon the person of the wearer. 
To avoid the necessity for using suspend 

ers for supporting the trousers or pantaloons, 
... especially in summer-time, it has been a 

20 common practice to form or provide loops 
upon the waist-band to receive a belt, which 
may be tightened about the waist, and va 

25 

30 

rious other contrivances have been employed 
for tightening the waist-band, in order to 
Support the trousers without the aid of sus 
penders. It has also been a common prac 
tice to place buttons or other fastening 
means on the inside of the waist-band for 
attaching suspenders with concealed fasten 
ings. But the unsightly appearance pro 
duced by using suspenders or other visible 
means of support renders such contrivances 
objectionable, and much discomfort is ex 
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perienced in using a belt, which often affords 
insufficient means of support, and necessi 
tates the readjustment of the trousers and 
other wearing apparel at various times in 
order to enable the wearer to present a neat 
appearance. 

he objects of my invention are to dis 
ense with the use of either belt or suspenders 
or supporting the trousers and to so con 
struct the waist portion of the trousers as to 
produce a semi-vest appearance in place of 
or over the usual waist-band, the waist and 
semi-vest portion being of corset-form con 
struction adapted to fit about the waist and 
over the hips, in such manner that the trou 
sers will be self-supporting and at the same 
time will present a neat and attractive ap 
pearance and avoid the objections incident 
to using a belt or suspenders. . 
The invention will first be hereinafter 

more fully described with reference to the ac 
companying drawings, which are to be taken 

JACOB BLOCH, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF To ABE BLOCH, OF 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. . . . . . . . . 

SEMIVEST AND TROUSERs. . 
specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 30, 1908. 

Application filed September 18, 1907. Serial No. 393,546. 
as a part of this specification, and then 
pointed out in the claims at the end of the de scription. 

In said drawings, Figure.1 is a representa 
tion of a man wearing a pair of trousers con 
structed in accordance with my invention. 
Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the upper por 
tion of a pair of trousers embodying my in 
vention. Fig. 3 is arear view of the same. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation thereof. Fig. 5 is a 
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front elevation showing the seiii-vest por 
tion unbuttoned and the corners turned 
down, or to one side. Fig. 6 is a front eleva 
tion illustrating a modification of the con 

70 struction shown in Fig. 1 to Fig. 5. Fig. 7 
is a detail sectional view, the section being 
taken on the line 7-7 of Fig.2. Fig. 8 is a 
detail sectional view of the modification 
shown in Fig. 6, 
the line 8-8 of Fig. 6, ' ' ' - Referring to said drawings, in which the 

the section being taken on 
75 

same letters of reference are used to denote 
corresponding parts in different views, the 
letter. A denotes the body of the trousers 
made in the usual manner but without the 80 usual waist-band, the latter being merged in 
an upward extension forming assemi-vest 
ortion B. As shown, the semi-vest portion 
takes the place of the usual waist-band, 

producing the appearance of the lower part 
of a vest over-lying the waist-band, and is 
referably provided in front with pockets 
having flaps C, C, depending from the en 
trance to said pockets, the flap being secured 
along the upper edge thereof to fe upper 
edge of the E. portion of the fabric form 
ing the outer wall of the pocket, as shown in 
in Fig. 7, and having a line of stitches a short 
distance below said edge, whereby a socket 
D, is formed extending horizontally or trans 
versely of the pocket and adapted to receive 
and hold a pencil. 
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The semi-vest portion B may be formed 
integrally with and of the same material as 
the body of the trousers, making the fly of 
the trousers continuous with the semi-vest, 
but it is preferably formed in separate pieces 
and secured thereto as shown. In the form 
illustrated it is made in sections secured to 
gether along the lines of the seams which 
unite those portions of the fabric which form 
the body of the trousers, there being two 
front and two rear sections, the former con 
siderablv wider than the latter and each 
gradually diminishing in width from the 
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front to the rear extremity of the section, 
being narrowest at the rear. The front sec tions are provided, one with buttons, and the 
other with button-holes, as at b, simulating 

5 the button fif upon the lower portion 
of the vest of , a full dress-suit. The semi 
vest and waist portions of the garment are of 
corset-form construction, a dart as at a, be 
ing taken at each side in the waist-band por 
tion, about the hips, and the united parts 0. curving inwardly and then outwardly in such 
manner as to form an annular depression or . 
concave surface, as at a, and an interior con 
vex surface adapting the semi-vest and waist 
portions to fit over and about the hips of the 
wearer so that the trousers, will be supported 
without the aid of a belt or suspenders or any 
auxiliary supporting means. . . . 
To provide for adjustment to loosen or 

tighten the waist and semi-vest portions of 
the garment about the body of the wearer as 
desired, suitable straps E may be provided, 
one at each side of the waist portion to g with buckles for taking up any slack. 

25 Side pockets F and hip pockets G may also 
rovided as shown. be 

in Figs. 6 and 8 of the drawings I have 
shown a modification of the semi-vestportion 
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of the garment, in which the flaps C, C, of the. 
30 front pockets are omitted; otherwise the con struction is substantially the same as that al 

ready described. . . . . The utility and advantages of my improve 
ment will readily appear from the foregoing 

35 description taken in connection with the ac companying drawings. It will be seen from 

holding 
ing in place of the usua 

Witnesses: 

891,977 

the application of the invention illustrated in 
Figs. I and 5 of the drawings that the trou 
SeS SRES upon the person of the 
wearer wit *- ers or any supporting means other than the 

out the aid of a belt or suspend 
trousers themselves, and present a very neat 
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and attractive appearance, and by such 
means rumpling of the shirt-waist.orbosom 
is avoided, which is a very desirable feature, 45 rumpling being one of the objections incident 
to the use of a belt. To illustrate, the cor 
ners of the semi-vestportion are turned down 
pr to one side in Fig. 5 of the drawings, show 
ing how the shirtwaist or bosom is support 50 
ed without applying pressure to produce . 
rumpling, as in the case of a belt. Having thus described my invention what 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent is: . 
1. A pair of trousers having a pocket pro 

vided with a flap and an intervening socket 
extending transversely of said pocket flap for 

a pencil or the like. 
2. In combination, a P of trousers hav 

waist-band a semi 
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vest portion combined therewith in corset 
like form, and pockets in said semi-vest por 
tion having sockets extending transversely 
thereof adapted to hold a pencil. In testimony, whereof Iaffix my signature, 
in presence of two witnesses. JACOB BLOCH. 

JACOB SoBERNHEIM, 
FELIX ELSBACH. . . 
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