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1. Claims. 

This invention relates to necktie clasps. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

necktie clasp particularly adapted for clasping 
tied four-in-hand neckties or Scarfs to shirt 
bosoms and possessing, preferably, highly orna 
mental characteristics in the nature of an article 
of jewelry which may be readily applied and 
which is effective for the purposes proposed. 
Another object of the invention resides in the 

provision of a necktie clasp of the nature Stated, 
embodying among other characteristics, an outer 
bar and a spring controllied lever constituting an 
inner member and to which is connected an auto 
matically adjustable pressure equalizing member 
which is designed to provide for a two or more 
spaced point clasping action on materials ar 
ranged between the same and the bar so as to 
compensate for effective clasping of materials of 
varying thicknesses and in Such a manner as to 
prevent the clasp from pivoting or Swiveling out 
of operative position when used particularly for 
securing neckties to a shirt bOSom. 
A still further object of the invention resides in 

the provision of a highly ornamental and attrac 
tive clasp for the purposes stated and which pos 
sesses simplicity and economy in the matter of 
production and which is durable and effective in 
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operation. 
With these and other objects in view, the inven 

tion consists in the construction and novel Com 
bination and arrangement of parts hereinafter 
described, illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing, and set forth in the claims hereto appended 
and illustrated in the accompanying drawing, it 
being understood that various changes in the 
form, proportion, and minor details of construc 
tion, within the scope of the claims, may be re 
sorted to without departing from the Spirit of the 
invention or sacrificing any of the advantages 
thereof. 

In the drawing:- 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 

of the present invention. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view. 
Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view on a line 

3-3 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view on the line 

4-4 of Fig. 2. 
Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the invention, show 

ing an inclined position of the automatically ad 
justable pressure equalizing member when pres 
sure is exerted upon the outer end of the operating 
lever. 

Fig. 6 is a longitudinal horizontal sectional view 
of the invention applied to fasten or connect a tied 

(C. 24-49) 
four-in-hand necktie to a shirt, it being under 
stood that the same application would be made 
where it is desired to merely connect the ends of 
the tied necktie or scarf together. 

Fig. 7 is a similar view showing material 60 
Crowded to uneven thicknesses between the bar 1 
and the automatically adjustable pressure equal 
izing clasp member. 

Referring now more particularly to the accom 
panying drawing, the reference character 1 indi- 65 
cates a relatively long, narrow, straight bar of 
precious metal or other suitable material having 
its back or inner face serrated or otherwise rough 
ened, as at 2, and which has one end bent back 
Wardly upon itself to provide an outwardly di- 70 
rected inclined yieldable supporting arm 3, which 
is bifurcated at 4, and having spaced ears 5 at 
Opposite sides of said bifurcation. 
A relatively short operating lever is designated 

by the reference numeral 6. This lever is pref- 75 
erably narrow and tapered forwardly and it is 
pivotally connected to the aforesaid ears 5 of the 
Supporting arm 3 by means of ears 7 projecting 
from the sides of the lever intermediate the ends 
thereof and a pivot pin 8 which extends trans- 80 
versely of the clasp through said ears 5 and 7. 
An automatically adjustable pressure equaliz 

ing clasping member A is pivotally mounted on . 
the inner end of the aforesaid lever 6 and is 
formed to provide two spaced gripping or clasping 85 
points and mounted with relation to the lever 6 
to compensate for varying thicknesses of material 
Such as the edge of the shirt band or button edge 
and various thicknesses of the tie from side to 
Side. 
The automatically adjustable pressure equaliz 

ing member, by virtue of its form, and particu 
larly because of its pivotal mounting on the lever 
6, prevents the clasp from pivoting or swiveling 
Out of operative position on the shirt and necktie g5 
as is common in so many other types of similar 
devices on the market. To these ends, the auto 
matically adjustable pressure equalizing member 
may consist of a reversely curved narrow strip 9 of 
resilient or spring metal of a width preferably less 100 
than the width of the bar 1, and including an in 
termediate portion 10 and oppositely disposed 
Curved ends 11 and 12, with the extremities of 
the portions 11 and 12 being directed outwardly 
away from the bar 1, as shown. 
The intermediate portion 10 of the reversely 

curved element 9 is provided at the sides thereof 
With Spaced ears 13 to receive a pivot 14 extend 
ing transversely therethrough and loosely through 
an eye 14 formed at the outer end of the afore- 110 
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2 
said operating lever 6, whereby to suspend the 
automatically adjustable pressure equalizing 
member. A from the inner end of the operating 
lever 6 for clasping cooperation with the bar 1 
and preferably at a point intermediate the ends 
of the bar 1. 
The entire inner face of the reversely curved 

strip 9 may be serrated Or otherwise roughened, 
as indicated at 16, to provide for effective clasping 
of materials between the bar 1 and said equaliz 
ing member A. 
The operating lever 6 and the equalizing mem 

ber A are normally maintained in operative 
clasping relation with the bar 1, by means of a 
suitable spring 17, which is mounted on the afore 
said pivot pin. 8, between the ears 5 and 7, with 
one terminal 18 of said spring bearing against 
the underside of the Operating lever 6 and the 
other terminal 19 bearing against the yieldable 
supporting arm 3 adjacent the bifurcation 4. 
The tension of the spring 17 is such as to throw 

the inner end of the operating lever 6 downwardly 
with relation to the bar 1 and consequently exert 
such pressure upon the ends of the equalizing 
member A as to provide for effecting clasping of 
materials between the same and the bar 1. 
Thumb or finger pressure on the outer end of the 
operating lever 6 will move the operating lever 6 
outwardly from the bar 1 on the pivot 8 against 
the tension of the spring 17 and move the equal 
izing member A away from the inner face of the 
bar 1, and the equalizing member A being pivoted 
to the lever 6 the equalizing member. A may have 
swinging movement when out of engagement with 
the bar 1 or maintained on the bar, as should be 
understood. 
When pressure is released from the outer end of 

the operating lever 6, the equalizing member. A 
will move into clasping relation with the bar 1 
under the influence of the aforesaid spring 17, and 
if the clasping portions 11 and 12 of the reversely 
curved strip 9 are substantially parallel with the 
bar 1, when the lever is released, these two spaced 
clasping portions 11 and 12 of the reversely 
curved strip 9 will simultaneously enter into 
clasping relation with the bar 1 or with evenly 
and uniformly disposed material On the bar 1. 
If the material on the bar is of different thick 
nesses or disposed with relation to the bar 1 when 
the operating lever is released, one or the other 
of said clasping portions 11 and 12 of the reversely 
curved strip 9 will first engage the thicker ma 
terial on the bar and the other clasping portion 
immediately take clasping position. With relation 

If the re 
versely curved strip 9 is on an incline when the 
operating lever is released, the lower clasping por 
tion on the equalizing member A Will engage the 
material followed quickly by the other clasping 
portion and by virtue of the two point clasping 
of the material by the equalizing member A, an 
effectual clasping of the material results. The 
result is that uniform or non-uniform thicknesses 
of material between the bar 1 and the reversely 
curved member 9 are effectually clasped, due to 
the pivotal mounting of the equalizing member 
A. In some instances, wrinkled or buckled ma 
terial may be clasped between the bar 1 and the 
intermediate portion of the equalizing member A, 
which portion is spaced at all times from the 
bar 1. 

In the use of the clasp for the purpose of hold 
ing or fastening neckties to shirt. bosoms, it is 
simply necessary to exert inward pressure on the 
outer end of the operating lever 6 against the ten 
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Sion of spring 17. This separates the automati 
cally adjustable pressure equalizing lever or mem 
ber. A from the bar 1. The pivot 14 provides for. 
pivotal movement of the pressure equalizing 
member so as to adjustably accommodate the re 
ception between the outer end of the latter and 
the Outer end of the bar 1 of material of varying 
thicknesses. The clasp is moved horizontally or 
transversely of the ends of the tied four-in-hand 
necktie with the bar 1 on the outer side of the 
materials and the automatically adjustable pres 
Sure equalizing member on the inner side of the 
necktie or the shirt. When the clasp. has been 
properly positioned it is simply necessary to re 
lease pressure on the operating lever 6 when the 
clasp automatically functions for clasping pur 
pOSes as should be Well understood. 
The bar 1, may be composed of gold, silver or 

other precious metal and may take form other 
than a flat strip and it may be embellished by 
Scroll or other design, initial or emblem charac 
terizations. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A clasp for neckties comprising a relatively 

long narrow bar having one end bent back upon 
itself in Spaced relation thereto to form a sup 
porting arm, a relatively short lever pivotally 
mounted on said arm and at its forward end 
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terminating substantially intermediate the ends 
of the bar, a spring having engagement with said 
lever to yieldably force the inner end of the 
lever normally toward said bar, and an adjustable 
pressure equalizing clasp member pivotally con 
nected to the inner end of said lever for clasping 
cooperation with said bar rearwardly and for 
Wardly of the outer end of said lever, 

2. A clasp for neckties comprising a relatively 
long narrow bar having one end bent back upon 
itself in spaced relation thereto to form a sup 
porting arm, a relatively short lever pivotally 
mounted on Said arm and at its forward end 
terminating substantially intermediate the ends 
of the bar, a spring having engagement with said 
lever to yieldably force the inner end of the lever 
normally toward said bar, and an adjustable pres 
Sure equalizing clasp member pivotally connected 
to the inner end of said lever, said member in 
cluding a reversely curved element having spaced 
clasping portions for clasping cooperation with 
Said bar forwardly and rearwardly of the outer 
end of said lever. 

3. A clasp for neckties comprising a relatively 
long narrow bar having one end bent back upon 
itself in spaced relation thereto to form a sup 
porting arm, a relatively short lever pivotally 
mounted on said arm and at its forward end 
terminating substantially intermediate the ends 
of the bar, a Spring having engagement with said 
lever to yieldably force the inner end of the lever 
normally toward said bar, and an adjustable 
preSSure equalizing clasp member pivotally con 
nected to the inner end of said lever, said member 
including a reversely curved element having 
Spaced clasping portions for clasping cooperation 
with said bar forwardly and rearwardly of the 
Outer end of Said lever and also having a clasping 
portion offset with relation to said spaced clasp 
ing portions and arranged between the latter at 
the inner end of Said lever. 

4. A clasp for neckties comprising a bar having 
a yieldable Support at One end, a relatively short 
lever pivoted on Said support, means to force the 
inner end of the lever normally toward the bar 
intermediate the ends of the latter, and an auto 
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pivotally secured to the inner end of said lever 
for clasping cooperation with said bar. 

5. A clasp for neckties comprising a bar having 
a yieldable support at one end, a relatively short 
lever pivoted on said support, means to force the 
inner end of the lever normally toward the bar 
intermediate the ends of the latter, and an auto 
matically adjustable equalizing clasping mem 
ber pivotally Secured to the inner end of said 
lever and including spaced clasping portions for 
Cooperation. With the bar. 

6. A clasp for neckties comprising a bar hav 
ing a yieldable support at one end, a relatively 
short lever pivoted on Said support, means to 
force the inner end of the lever normally toward 
the bar intermediate the ends of the latter, and 
an automatically adjustable equalizing clasping 
member pivotally secured to the inner end of Said 
lever and including Spaced curved clasping por 
tions on opposite sides of the pivot for Said mem 
ber for clasping cooperation with said bar. 

7. A clasp for neckties comprising an Outer 
member having a Support at One end, a lever cons 
stituting an inner member pivoted on Said Sup 
port, means to force the inner end of said lever 
normally toward said outer member, and an ad 
justable equalizing clasp member pivotally Se 
cured to the said lever and including Spaced 
clasping portions for clasping cooperation with 
said bar. 

8. A clasp for neckties comprising an outer 
member having a Support at One end, a lever con 
stituting an inner member pivoted on said Sup 
port, means to force the inner end of said lever 
normally toward said outer member, and an ad 
justable equalizing clasp member pivotally Se 
cured to the said lever and including a reversely 
curved element providing Spaced clasping por 
tions for clasping cooperation with said bar. 
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9. A clasp for neckties comprising an Outer 

member having a Support at One end, a lever Con 
Stituting an inner member pivoted on said Sup 
port, means to force the inner end of said lever 
normally toward said outer member, and an ad 
justable equalizing clasp member pivotally se 
cured to the said lever and including a reversely 
curved element providing spaced clasping por 
tions and a clasping portion between said spaced 
clasping portions and offset with relation thereto. 

10. A clasp for neckties comprising an Outer 
member having a support at one end, a lever con 
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Stituting an inner member pivoted on said sup 
port, means to force the inner end of Said lever 
normally toward Said. Outer member, and a rela 
tively long narrow adjustable clasping element 
disposed longitudinally of the outer member and 
including spaced clasping portions for clasping. 
COOperation With the Outer member. 

11. A clasp comprising a relatively long narrow. 
Outer member having a support at one end, a lever 
constituting an inner member pivoted on said 
Support and disposed longitudinally of the Outer 
member and tapering towards its inner end to a 
point Substantially midway of the ends of said 
Outer member, a relatively long clasping mem 
ber pivotally connected to the inner end of said 
lever and of a width less than the width of said 
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Outer member and extending longitudinally of . 
said Outer member and lever and upon both sides 
of the pivot thereof with the lever, and means to 
force the lever and relatively long clasping mem 
ber normally toward the outer member for clasp 
ing cooperation of the relatively long clasping 
member with the Outer member and permitting 
unclasping separation thereof. 
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