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Application filed May 11, 1894, Serial No. 510,904. (No model.) 

To all up/L??, i?; ??? ?????????: 
Be it known that I, CHARLES WOODBURY 

STIMSON, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
a new and useful Garment-Clasp, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to garment-clasps; 

and it has for its object to provide a new 
and useful device of this character especially 
adapted for use as a supporter to support hose. 
To this end the main and primary object 

of the present invention is to construct a sim 
ple and efficient garment-clasp, providing 
means whereby the garment to be supported 
may be quickly and readily engaged and dis 
engaged, While at the same time providing a 
clasp which will securely and firmly hold the 
garment until manually disengaged there 
from, and which will therefore entirely ob 
viate the annoyance attendant upon the ac 
cidental disengagement or loosening of the 
hose-supporter. 
With these and other objects in view, which 

will readily appear as the nature of the in 
vention is better understood, the same con 
sists in the novel construction, combination, 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more 
fully described, illustrated, and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective View of a garment-clasp con 
structed in accordance With this invention 
shown as applied in position for supporting 
a stocking. Fig. 2 is an enlarged centrallon 
gitudinal sectional view of the clasp, showing 
the several parts in position as about to be 
engaged with the supporting-button. Fig. 3 
is a similar view with the several parts of the 
clasp arranged as shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is 
a detail in perspective of the clasp separated 
from the supporting tape or fabric. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
1 designates a solid sheet-metal base-plate 
constructed in a suitable size and shape and 
provided at one end With the slot 2, adapted 
to receive the lower end of an ordinary sup 
porting tape or fabric 3, that is adapted to 
be arranged on the wearer in the ordinary 
manner for the support of the hose or stock 
ings. The solid sheet-metal base-plate 1 is 
provided at a point intermediate of its ends 
With the opening 4, that is adapted to loosely 

receive therein the shank of an ordinary sup 
porting-button 5, with which the upper end 
of the hose to be supported is adapted to be 
engaged, and at its end opposite to the slot 2 
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the sheet-metal base-plate 1 is bent upon . . 
itself to form the hinge-eye 6, that loosely re 
ceives the short inturned pintle extremities 
7 of the wire joint-loop 8. 
The wire joint-loop 8 consists of a single 

length of wire bent into a substantially rect 
angular form and provided at one end with 
the attaching-bar 9, to which is connected, 
as at 10, a loop or portion of the supporting 
tape or fabric 3, at a point above its connec 
tion at one end to the plate 1, and the por 
tion of the tape or fabric 3, between its con 
nection with the jointed clasp members 1 and 
8, forms a backing-strip 11, which is disposed 
back of all of the metal parts of the clasp and 
absolutely prevents and obviates the cha?ing 
contact of the metal with the flesh. At a 
point intermediate of its ends the opposite 
side bars of the wire joint-loop 8 are coiled 
upon themselves to form the coil-eyes 12, with 
which are loosely engaged the opposite ex 
tremities of the swinging button-bail 13. 
The swinging button-bail 13 consists of a 

suitable length of wire bent into the desired 
form and adjacent to its connection with the 
loop 8. The said bail has the opposite side 
bars thereof bent or curved outwardly to form 
a widened entrance-opening 14, that is of a 
diameter slightly greater than the head of 
the button 5, in order that the bail may be 
readily engaged over and disengaged from 
the button, and beyond the widened entrance 
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opening 14 the said bail is extended into a 
contracted engagement-neck 16, that is of a 
width less than the diameter of the button, 
and is adapted to engage over the shank of 
the button under the head thereof when the 
jointed members of the clasp are straightened 
olt. 
In connecting the clasp with the hose to be 

supported the upper end of the hose is placed 
over the supporting-button 5 and the joint 
of the jointed clasp members brokeninwardly, 
so as to carry or dispose the widened entrance 
opening 14 of the bail 13 over the button, 
which is then pressed through the entrance 
opening of the bail, together with the upper 
end of the hose thereover, and by then 
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straightening out the joint the contracted 
engagement-neck 16 will be carried under the 
head of the button around the shank thereof 
to securely bind and hold the hose on the 
button, which by reason of its loose connec 
tion with the base-plate will readily turn and 
adjust itself to any torsional strain placed 
thereon. 

It will be observed that the wire joint-loop 
8 and button-bail 13 are oppositely disposed, 
their closed ends being outermost and their 
open ends lying intermediate of the closed 
ends. By this construction and by the hinge 
connection of the button-bail with the side 
bars of the loop 8 the inturned pintle ex 
tremities 7 are held in engagement with the 
hinge-eye 6 by the combined action of the 
side bars or members of the said loop S and 
the button-bail 13, as will be readily under 
stood when it is remembered that these partis 
are constructed of spring-wire. 
The many advantages of the herein-de 

scribed garment-supporting clasp will readily 
suggest themselves to those skilled in the art, 
and it will be understood that changes in the 
form, proportion, and the minor details of con 
struction may be resorted to without depart 
ing from the principle or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of this invention. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let 
ters Patent, is 
As an improved article of manufacture, a 

garment-clasp constructed substantially as 
herein shown and described, the same com 
prising a spring-wire loop having inturned 
pintles at the free ends of its side bars, and 
having coils midway of the side bars forming 
eyes, a plate having a hinge-eye at one end 
to receive the said pintles and provided at 
its opposite end with a transverse slot, a but 
ton having loose connection with the said 
plate and capable of yielding to torsional 
strain, and a spring-wire button-bail having 
its ends looped into the aforesaid eyes and 
having its closed end contracted to co-operate 
with the button to secure the garment orarti 
cle to be attached to the clasp, and having its 
side bars outwardly deflected opposite the 
hinge-joint between the spring-wire loop and 
the plate, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. . 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES WOODBURY STINSON, 

Witnesses: 
MINNIE. E. STIMSON, 
LOUISE. E. CHASE. 
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