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.The present invention relates to pressing irons
and more particularly to an improved handle
whereby the iron may be manipulated in use.

The present handle of a pressing iron, es-
Pecially of the electric household type, oftentimes
becomes so hot as to blister, or burn the hand of
the user, and, in any event, they retain the heat
communicated thereto from the support for the
handle so that the handle becomes uncomfortably
hot soon after commencing its use. Furthermore,
the handle is made of some substance such as
wood, molded “Bakelite”, etc., which is unyield-
ing to the grip and hard to the touch and the
skin, frequently causing callouses or other blem-
ishes that are painful or unsightly. In addition,
such handles are tiring to the hand of the user.

It is one object of this invention to provide a
new and improved handle that will overcome the
foregoing objections.

It is a further object of this invention to provide
a pressing iron with a ventilated handle.

More particularly, it is an object of my inven-
tion to provide a handle for an electric appliance
or the like which is provided with protuberances
effective to permit air to pass between the user’s
hand and the handle during the ironing opera-
tion.

It is a still further object of this invention to
provide a pressing iron with a handle having an
insulated handle grip. ‘

It is still another object of this invention to
provide an efficient and easy means and method
of assembly of the parts comprising a handle of
the above indicated character.

In carrying out this invention a resilient rub-
ber sleeve is mounted upon a shaped wooden or
molded holder or handle, the holder having an
enlarged head at each end thereof. The heads
are slotted so as to receive the upright ends of a
metal bracket, which is secured to the pressing
iron base. It is of importance that the rubber
sleeve be of substantial thickness and that the
holder (between the heads thereof) be bowed out-
wardly in the center thereof so as to fill and fit
the hollow of the closed hand, when covered with
the rubber sleeve to thus provide a convenient and
comfortable grip for the fingers and hand of the
user. The rigidity of the holder in back of the
resilient sleeve insures a firm but soft grip for
the pressing iron, and the heads prevent the
spreading of the tube. It is also of importance
that the rubber sleeve be insulated from the metal
bracket so as not to injure the rubber and insure
a grip that is at all times cool to the touch.

This invention will be best understood from the
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following specification taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawing, wherein—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, with parts broken
away and sectioned, of a pressing iron provided
with the improved handle; —

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the handle or
holder;

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the rubber
tube that is assembled upon the handle, showing
a modified form; ‘

Figures 4, 5 and 6 illustrate the method of as-
sembly being respectively side elevations of the
holder, the assembly tool and a fragmentary view
of the rubber tube; and

Figures 7 and 8 are side elevations of the parts
of a modified form of handle or holder.

Referring to the drawing, an electric pressing
iron is shown in Figure 1. It comprises a base I |
having a pressing or sole plate 12, an electric
heating element (not shown) being mounted in
the base in back of the sole plate 12 in the cus-
tomary manner. A pair of terminals 13 are pro-
vided for convenient connection of the iron to a
source of power supply.

"The base 11 has on top thereof a pair of bosses
14 to which is secured a flat, U-shaped bracket. 15,
the legs thereof projecting upwardly and forming
a pair of uprights. A hollow handle 16 is mount-
ed between the uprights. .

The handle 16 has a pair of heads T at each

end respectively. Each head has therein an in-.

dentation or depression 18 which extends up-
wardly from the bottom 19 and also inwardly from
the face 21 thereof. As indicated in Figure 2, the
indeniation is arch shaped and has a flat rear
wall 22 against which the flat surface of the leg
of the bracket 15 rests, the end of each leg being
shaped to fit the indentation 18. A bolt 23 ex-
tends through the handle and through the legs
of the bracket 15 so as to secure these parts fast
together.

Between the two heads 17 is a reduced body
portion 24 which forms shoulders 25 and 26 where
the respective heads are joined to the body 24.
The body 24 is bowed outwardly at the center
thereof as shown at 2T being shaped so as to
fit comfortably into the grip of the hand.

A soft rubber tube 28 is fitted upon the holder
I8, as will be explained hereinafter, to constitute
a hand grip. The tube 28 fits between the shoul-
ders 25 and 26 which are of the same depth as
the thickness of the rubber tube. The tube is of
the same thickness throughout its length and rests
upon the reduced portion 2T conforming to the
shape thereof.. Accordingly, this arrangement
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provides an assembled handle presenting a re-
silient hand grip 28-that is firmly supported by
the shaped body 24 and that is prevented from
spreading by the shoulders 25, 26. It will also be
poted that the rubber hand grip 28 is insulated
from the legs of the bracket 15 by the construc-
tion described.

The surface of the tube 28 may be plain, as il-
lustrated in Figure 1, but is preferably provided
with a plurality of grooves 31 as shown in Figure
3. The purpose of the grooved surface is to per-
mit the circulation of air about the surface of the
handle by passage of the air through the grooves
or between the bottoms thereof and the user’s
hand when using the iron for ironing operations.
During such ironing operations, the movement
of the iron relative to the atmosphere (such move-
ment being longitudinally of the handle) causes
currents of air to traverse the grooves, thereby
keeping the hand grip cooler than where merely
a plain surface is provided. The grooves 31 are
preferably continuous for the purpose of secur-
ing maximum cooling of the handle. Any other
form of surface may be provided which leaves
grooves, or other interstices accomplishing the
object sought. :

It is apparent that the above described inven-
tion provides the pressing iron with a handle that
is soft, but firm, that will be continually cool to
the touch and untiring to the user.

The method of assembly of the handle is of
importance since the holder 1§ has an enlarged
head at each end. For this purpose, there is pro-
vided @ very simple tool 32, shown in Figure 5.
Tt comprises a tapered body 33, the widest part of

the body being the same diameter as the head IT.

On the back of the body 33 is a projection 34
which is of the same shape and size as and to
fit into the indentation 18. Extending outwardly
from the projection 34 is a centering pin 35 in-
tended to be received in the end of the bolt hole
36. 'To assemble the tube 28 on the holder 18, the
tool is inserted in one of the heads {1 with the
pin 85 and projection 34 in the hole 36 and in-
dentation 18 respectively, so that the bottom of

the body 33 is next to the face 19 of head 1. The

projection 34 being-the same shape as the inden-
tation will prevent the tool from slipping or turn-
ing. The tube 28 is then pushed onto the tapered
body 33 which gradually expands the tube until
it readily passes over the head 17. The tube 28
then is easily fitted into place on the body 24 as
shown in Figure 1.

Figures 7 and 8 illustrate a modified form of
handle or holder 16. In the other figures of the
drawing the holder is shown as one piece, which
may be either turned out of wood, or moulded out
of “Bakelite” or other composition. In Figure 7
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- ed to fit into the bore 43. A central hole 41 regis-

- tool and the heads 88 would be pressed and se-

the shaped body member &1, corresponding to
the reduced body portion 24, of Figure 4, is a sep-
arate piece having a central hole 42 extending
therethrough. In each end of body member &1
is a bore 43. The heads, one of which is shown at
44, correspond to the heads 17, but are separate
pieces. Each head is provided with an indenta-
tion 45 corresponding to indentation 8. It also
has a projection 46 on the rear face thereof adapt-

ters with the hole 42 to provide passage for a bolf.
With this form of construction the tube 28 would
be fitted directly upon the member 41 without a

cured in place afterwards.

Modifications may be made in the arrangement
and location of parts within the spirit and scope
of my invention, and such modifications are in-
tended to be covered by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A pressing iron comprising an ironing base, a
support carried thereby, a handle mounted upon
said support, a resilient hand grip imbedded in
said handle, and continuous spirally arranged

protuberances on the outer surface of the hand.

grip for ventilating purposes.

2. A handle construction for an appliance pro-
vided with heating means comprising a support
carried by said appliance, a handle element

mounted upon said support, a resilient hand grip.

imbedded in said handle element and continuous
spirally arranged protuberances on the outer sur-
face of the hand grip for ventilating purposes.

3. A handle construction for an appliance pro-
vided with heating means comprising a support
carried by said appliance, a handle element
mounted upon said support, a tubular resilient
hand grip having said handle element received
therein and continuous spirally arranged pro-
tuberances on the outer surface of the hand grip
for ventilating purposes.

4, A pressing iron of the electrically heated
type comprising a base, a support carried thereby
and projecting upwardly from the base, a handle
element secured to said support, a resilient cush-
jon hand grip of tubular formation adapted to
completely surround said handle element, said
hand grip having continuous protuberances on
its outer surface with valleys between said pro-
tuberances extending longitudinally of the hand
grip for ventilating purposes and permitting air
circulation in said valleys on the outer side of
the hand grip when the operator’s hand engages
said hand grip, said protuberances and valleys
extending completely around the outside of said
tubular shaped hand grip. )
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