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Io all, whom it may concern. 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM HATHORN PAR 

KER, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Roanoke, in the county of Roanoke and 
and useful Improvements in Bed-Braces, of 
Which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to bed braces, the ob ject in view being to provide a simple, cheap 

and effective tightening device by means of 
Which the frame of a bedstead may be drawn together to prevent the separation of the 
joints and the springing of the side rails. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan 
View of a bedstead with my invention ap 
plied, the brace being in its extended posi 
tion; Fig. 2, a top plan view of the brace, the 
parts being drawn together; and Fig. 3, a 
tranSVerse Vertical sectional view. 
A designates a plate upon which is mounted 

a cam or eccentric B. This cam B is formed 
With a squared shoulder or nuta, and is so 
mounted on a screw C as to be free to turn 
thereon. 
D represents a second or upper plate, said 

plate being provided with an oblong opening 
E, the longer diameter of which is in the di. 
rection of the width of the plate, so that the 
cam B which extends up into said opening, 
acts only on two sides, b, c, thereof. 
To secure the plate D inits proper position 

upon the plate A, it is provided with four slots 
did, through which extend four pins or guides 
ee, Said pins being headed and screwed into 
or otherwise securely fastened to the lower 
plate A. 
Each of the plates A and D is provided 

with two ears or hooks if f for attachment of 
the straining wires or cords, the ears on plate 
A being placed on the opposite end from those 
On plate D. 
Hooks or screw eyes are secured on the un 

derneath side of the side rails and the head 
and foot boards, and between these and the 

45 earsff are placed the straining wires. 
The face b of the opening E and also the 

O 

25 

35 

40 

State of Virginia, have invented certain new 

working face of the cam are provided with 
semicircular openings g g into which a pin 
may be placed to lock the clamp or brace 
when the parts are in their desired position. 5c 
This means of locking is not essential to my 
invention, as the cam may be secured by sim 
ply turning down the screw C which forms its 
axis; or indeed, the binding action of the 
parts themselves may render any locking 
means unnecessary. 
The parts being in the position shown in 

Fig. 1, and it being desired to draw the frame 
together, the cam is turned by means of a 
Wrench applied to nuta, its working face act 
ing against face b of the opening E, causing 
the plate D to move over the plate A into the 
position shown in Fig. 2 where it may be 
locked by the above mentioned means, if it 
be found necessary so to do. When the parts 
assume this position, the straining wires are 
put under the requisite tension and the bed 
securely drawn together. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is 

1. In a bed brace or clamp, the combination 
of the plate A provided with ears or eyes f; 
plate D mounted on plate A and provided 
with ears or eyes f, and also an opening E; a 
cam mounted on plate A and working in 75 
the opening E, and means for fastening said 
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Cam against movement. 
2. In a bed brace or clamp, the combination 

of the plate A, plate D mounted on plate A 
and having an opening E; hooks or eyes if 8o 
f secured at opposite ends of the plates; a 
cam mounted on plate A and adapted to work 
Within the opening E; pins or guides e e ex 
tending from the lower plate through slots 
in the upper plate, and means for fastening 85 
the cam against movement. 
In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
WM. HATHORN. PARKER 

Witnesses: 
C. D. HALLER, 
H. H. GREIDER. 

  


