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SPECIFICATION fm ming part of Letters Patent No, 695,226, dated March 11, 1802,

Apphcatlon filed May 21,1901,

To all whonv it may concern

Be it known that I, SAMUEL MOMILLEI\ of

Minneapolis, eounty of Hennepin; Smte of
Minnésota, have invented a certain new and
Tmproved Ledofer Index, of which the follow-
ing is a speciﬁcation.

The invention relates to an improved sys-

tem of indexing for ledgers.

In aledger-indexasusually made the names
are placed in regular vertical columns un-
der the second or third letter of the name,
the initial letter being on the tab. In large
sets of books there are frequently several
pages of names, and as many of them have
the same second or third letter it often hap-
pens that the bookkeeper is compelled to look
through a column running over several pages
to find the name under which a certain
account is indexed. ‘

The object of the invention is to provide a
system of indexing under which the names
will be irregularly arranged and the book-
keeper will be able to quickly locate any
name on an index-page, and hence be able to
readily turn to any account.

The invention consists generally in a page
having a tab bearing the initial letter, said
page bemg prov1ded with a series of vertical
columns and a horizontal row of letters ar-
ranged in groups in said columns at the top
of the page, said groups representing combi-
nations of two or more successive letters fol-
lowing the tab letter or letters of aname un-
der which an aceount is indexed. )

Further, the invention consists in various
constructions and combinations, all as here-
inafter described, and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Flvule lis a pldn
view of a ledger-index page, illustrating my'
invention. Fig. 2isasimilar view ofanotbel
page of the index.

In the drawings, 2 represents the index-
page having at its inner edge a flexible bind-
ing-strip 3, provided with eyelet% 4, permit-
ting the leaf to beloosely bound in book form.
on’ the opposite edge of the leaf near the top
thereot is: the usual tab 5, upon which the
initial letter of a name is placed. 1 also pre-
fer to place in smaller type on said tab the let-
ter following the initial letter of the name.

Serial No, 61,234, (No model.)

On‘this tab I have shown twoletters *“I”and
£0Q,”the leaf to which the tabis attached be-
ing appropriated for names whose second let-
ters correspond thereto.  Kach page of the
leaf is .divided by horizontal lines 6 into a
series of rows 7, wherein the names are writ-
ten, and these lines are crossed at right an-
gles by substantialiy verticallines 8, forming
vertical columns 9. Inthesquares orspaces
formed by the intersection of the lines 7and
8Iprovidecombinationsofletters correspond-
ing to two or more successive letters follow-
ing the initial letter of the tab. These com-
binations are such as are usually found in
the names of individuals, firms, or business
houses with which it may be necessary in the
course of business to open a ledger account.
Forinstance, at the left-hand mde of thepage
I have pr ovided coinbinations—such as ¢ ib,”
¢id,” ““ie,” ““ig,” &c.—being the second and
thud lettels of the several names, the first
orinitial letter being represented by theone
on the tab.

In Fig. 1, asheretofore stated, I have shown
a page appropriated for names having ““I”
and ¢ O” for the second letter. HenceI have
divided the page,appropriating the righthand
for the names whose letter is ““O” As will
be noted by an examination of the figure, the
names are, owing to the manner of indexing,
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irregularly arranged on the page, so that a -

bookkeeper wishing to look up an account
can readily locate the name in the index, al-
thoughthere may be several pages under the
tab-letter. For instance, should he desire to
look up the account of the Livingstone Ad-
vertising Company he will turn to the page
whose tab bears the letter “L,” and then, be-
ginning at the top of the columns contalnmo
the letters “IV” corresponding with the sec-
ond and third letters of the name he is look-

ing for, will-follow down said column and be

able almost immediately to locate the name
on the page. Having found the page, it is of
course a simple matter to determine the page
of the ledger where the account is to be found.
The second lefters of the name, which I pre-
fer to place on the tab with theinitial letter,
will eorrespond in all cases to the first letter
of the combinations at the top of the page,

and these second letters will indicate that the

names whose second letters correspond to the
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alphabet letters between the letters on the
tab will also be found on the tab-page orthose
following it. v

In Fig. 2 I have shown the “M?” tab-page
having the second letter *a,” the page being
entirely appropriated for names whose second
letter is ‘‘a.” In indexing a ledger many
names will be found beginning with ““Sch,”
and these letters will be placed on the tab,
while the combinations of the fourth and fifth
letters of the names will be placed in the ver-
tical columns. It will also be found in in-
dexing that many names begin with ¢“St,” in
which case I prefer to make combinations of
the second and third letters of the names. 1
am not, therefore, confined in my combina-
tions to the second and third letters of the
names, as it will be found convenient to in-
dex a great many names under the third and
fourth or the fourth and fifth letters.  As the
pages will be ruled in exactly the same way
and the combinations arranged in a corre-
sponding manner 1o those which I have shown
in the drawings, I have not thought it neces-
sarytoillustrate pages showing combinations
of the third and fourth or fourth and fifth
letters.

I have shown the invention applied to the

- pages of what is known as a “loose-leaf”
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ledger-index; but obviouly the same system
of indexing may be used in connection with
a bound index.

As shown in Fig. 2, I prefer to appropriate
several leaves for names such as those begin-
ning with ““M” and provide tabs thereon

bearing the index - letter and one or more.

vowels, as “‘ Me,” **Mi-o,” and so.on through
the vowels, the number of pages used depend-
ing upon the probable combinations required
toindex the names whose initial letter corre-
sponds with the primary letter on the tab.
Where the invention is employed in connec-
tion with a loose-leaf index, the bookkeeper
may insert new pages as the others become
filled and remove any of the pages whereon
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accounts are indexed that have been closed
or balanced. :

The prineipal advantage of my improved
system of indexing lies in the fact that the
bookkeeper, having the initial or index letter
and the second letter of a name before him
on the tab, can open the index to any group
of leaves where the name will be found under
which the desired account is indexed. Then
finding the combination of letters correspond-
ing tothose of the name sought he can follow
down the column, although it may extend sev-
eral pages, and very quickly locate the name.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— .

1. Aledger-index, consistingof a page hav-
ingatabbearing theinitialletter of the names,
said page being provided with a series of ver-
tical columns and a horizontal row of letters
arranged in groupsin said columnsat the top
of the page, each of said groups representing
a combination of two or more successive let-
ters following the tab letter or letters of the
name under which an account is indexed.

2. Aledger-index consisting of a page hav-
ing a tab bearing a letter which corresponds
to the initial letter of the names placed on the
page, a series of vertical columns provided on
said page, and a horizontal row of letters ar-
ranged in groups in said columns, there be-
ing but one groupin each ecolumn, said groups
representing combinations of the second and
third letters of the name under which an ac-
count, is indexed, whereby the names when
written on'the page under the combinations
corresponding respectively to their second
and third letters will be irregularly arranged,
for the purpose specified.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set iny
bhand this 17th day of May, 1901.

SAMUEL McMILLEN.

In presence of— ‘

RICHARD PAvUL,
M. C. NOONAN.
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