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ABSTRACT

A gutter cover, the central portion of which comprises a plurality of spaced-apart
deflectable fastener-receiving flaps hingedly connected at a junction with the rear
portion, the deflectable fastener receiving flaps being pivoted into the trough, below
the adjacent section of the central portion, upon insertion of a mechanical fastener
therein and into the rear wall of the gutter to secure the gutter to the supporting
surface. The rear portion of the cover may also comprise a fastener-abutment
extending in the trough, below the central portion, and defining an oblique angle
with the rear wall of the gutter, when the gutter cover is engaged with the gutter.
The fastener abutment and the rear wall of the gutter are configured to receive a
mechanical fastener therein to secure the gutter to a wall, the fastener abutment
maintains the mechanical fastener in an oblique angle with the rear wall of the

gutter.
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RAIN GUTTER COVER AND RAIN GUTTER INCLUDING SAME
TECHNICAL FIELD

The technical field generally relates to a gutter cover that prevents debris
from entering a gutter trough. It also relates to a gutter system including the gutter
and gutter cover and to a rain gutter including a gutter cover. The gutter cover is
configured to be engageable with a rain gutter and securable to a supporting
surface, such as a wall, securing simultaneously the rain gutter to the supporting

surface.
SUMMARY

In accordance with a first aspect of the invention, there is provided a gutter
cover engageable with a gutter superposable to a supporting surface, the gutter
comprising a front wall, a bottom wall and a rear wall defining a trough with an
open top, the gutter cover being engageable with the gutter to at least partially
cover the open top, the gutter cover comprising: a front portion engageable with
the front wall of the gutter, a rear portion engageable with the rear wall of the gutter,
and a perforated central portion extending between the front portion and the rear
portion, the central portion comprising a plurality of spaced-apart deflectable
fastener-receiving flaps hingedly connected at a junction with the rear portion, the
deflectable fastener receiving flaps being pivoted into the trough, below the
adjacent section of the central portion, upon insertion of a mechanical fastener
therein and into the rear wall of the gutter to secure the gutter to the supporting
surface.

According to a second aspect, the invention provides a gutter cover in
combination with a gutter superposable to a supporting surface, the gutter
comprising a front wall, a bottom wall, and a rear wall defining a trough with an
open top, the gutter cover comprising: a front portion engageable with the front
wall of the gutter, a rear portion engageable with the rear wall of the gutter, a

perforated central portion extending between the front portion and the rear portion;
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the rear portion comprising a fastener abutment extending in the trough, below an
adjacent section of the central portion, and defining an oblique angle with the rear wall
of the gutter, when the gutter cover is engaged with the gutter to at least partially cover
the open top; the fastener abutment and the rear wall of the gutter being configured to
receive a mechanical fastener therein to secure the gutter to the supporting surface, the
fastener abutment maintaining the oblique angle with the rear wall of the gutter upon

insertion of the mechanical fastener therethrough.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to a gutter cover engageable with a gutter
superposable to a supporting surface, the gutter comprising a front wall, a bottom wall

and a rear wall defining a trough with an open top,

the gutter cover being engageable with the gutter to substantially cover the open top,

the gutter cover being a one-piece gutter cover consisting of:

a front portion engageable with the front wall of the gutter, a rear portion
engageable with the rear wall of the gutter, and a central portion which is perforated

and extends between the front portion and the rear portion,

the central portion including a plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-
receiving flaps hingedly connected at a junction with the rear portion, at least one of
the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener receiving flaps being downwardly
pivotable into the trough, below the adjacent section of the central portion, upon
insertion of a mechanical fastener therein and into the rear wall of the gutter to

secure the gutter cover to the gutter and the gutter to the supporting surface.
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Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the rear portion is further provided with a fastener abutment forming an integral
part of the one-piece gutter cover, extending in the trough, below the central portion,
and defining an oblique angle with the rear wall of the gutter, when the gutter cover is
engaged with the gutter to substantially cover the open top, the fastener abutment being
configured to receive the mechanical fastener, the fastener abutment maintaining an
oblique angle with the rear wall of the gutter upon insertion of the mechanical fastener

therethrough.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the fastener abutment extends longitudinally continuously along the gutter

cover, below the central portion thereof.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the at least one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving

flaps abuts against the fastener abutment when deflected into the trough.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the fastener abutment comprises a plurality of spaced-apart apertures, each
one of the fastener apertures being substantially aligned with a corresponding one of

the at least one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the rear wall comprises an inner face, and the at least one of the plurality of
spaced-apart flap comprises an abutment abuttable against the inner face of the rear

wall.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps are

longitudinally aligned with the rear portion of the gutter cover.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,

wherein the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps are deflectable

2a
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from a closed configuration wherein the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-
receiving flaps extend substantially in a same plane as an adjacent section of the
central portion of the gutter cover to an operative configuration wherein the plurality of
spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps are located into the trough of the

gutter, below the adjacent section of the central portion of the gutter cover.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
whereby in the operative configuration, the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable
fastener-receiving flaps define an oblique angle with the adjacent section of the central

portion of the gutter cover.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the junction of each one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-

receiving flaps with the rear portion are substantially linear and aligned.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein each one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps is

precut in the central portion of the gutter cover.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein each one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps is
pre-defined by weakness lines in the central portion of the gutter cover.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein each one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps

comprises a fastener aperture.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the fastener aperture is positioned substantially centrally with respect to the

respective one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover in combination with a

gutter superposable to a supporting surface, the gutter comprising a front wall, a bottom

2b
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wall, and a rear wall defining a trough with an open top, the gutter cover being a one-

piece gutter cover consisting of:

a front portion engageable with the front wall of the gutter, a rear portion
engageable with the rear wall of the gutter, and a perforated central portion

extending between the front portion and the rear portion;

the rear portion including a fastener abutment forming an integral part of the one-
piece gutter cover, extending in the trough, below an adjacent section of the central
portion, and defining an oblique angle with the rear wall of the gutter, when the

gutter cover is engaged with the gutter to at least partially cover the open top;

the fastener abutment and the rear wall of the gutter being configured to receive a
mechanical fastener therein to secure the gutter cover to the gutter and the gutter

to the supporting surface; and

the fastener abutment maintaining an oblique angle with the rear wall of the gutter

upon insertion of the mechanical fastener therethrough.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover defined hereinabove,
wherein the fastener abutment extends longitudinally continuously along the gutter

cover, below the central portion thereof.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover in combination with a
gutter, as defined hereinabove, wherein the central portion of the gutter cover includes

a plurality of openings.

Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover in combination with a
gutter, as defined hereinabove, wherein the central portion of the gutter cover includes
a plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps hingedly connected at a
junction with the rear portion, each one of the openings being aligned with a respective

one of the deflectable fastener-receiving flaps.
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Another embodiment of the invention relates to the gutter cover in combination with a
gutter, as defined hereinabove, wherein each one of the deflectable fastener-receiving

flaps includes a fastener aperture.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Brief description of the drawings

Figure 1 is a side perspective view of a section of a gutter with a gutter cover

engaged therewith to cover an open top of the gutter.

Figure 2 is a side perspective view, enlarged, of the gutter cover and the gutter
of Figure 1, where the gutter cover is now translated towards the right to cover
completely the gutter.

Figure 3 is a side elevation view of the gutter cover and the gutter of Figure 2,

showing a deflectable flap in an operative (deflected downwardly) configuration.

Figure 4 is a side elevation view, enlarged, of the gutter cover and the gutter of
Figure 3, with a mechanical fastener inserted in the deflectable flap and the rear wall of

the gutter for securing the gutter assembly to a supporting surface.

Figure 5 is a side perspective view, enlarged, of another embodiment of the

gutter and the gutter cover in accordance with an embodiment.
Figure 6 is a side elevation view of the gutter cover and the gutter of Figure 5.

Figure 7 is a side elevation view, enlarged, of a fastener abutment of the gutter

cover according to the embodiment of Figure 5.

2d
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Figure 8 is a side elevation view, enlarged, of the fastener abutment of
Figure 6, when engaged with the gutter and secured to the supporting surface with
a mechanical fastener.

Figure 9 is a side perspective view of the gutter cover and the gutter in
accordance with another embodiment, wherein the gutter cover includes a
combination of a deflectable flap and a fastener abutment.

Figure 10 is a side elevation view of the gutter-cover and the gutter of
Figure 9.

Figure 11 is a side elevation view, enlarged, of the gutter cover including
the combination of deflectable flap and fastener abutment of the gutter-cover
according to the embodiment of Figure 9.

Figure 12 is a side elevation view, enlarged, of the gutter-cover including
the combination of deflectable flap and fastener abutment of Figure 9, when
engaged with the gutter and secured to the supporting surface with two mechanical
fasteners.

Description of particular embodiments

In the following description are described various embodiments related to
a gutter-cover for use in combination with a rain gutter (hereinafter referred to as
a gutter). As will be readily understood by one skilled in the art, the gutter cover
and the gutter according to the embodiments presented herein and equivalents
thereto may be provided separately or in combination. In some embodiments, a
gutter cover configured to be used with a gutter is provided. Such combination may
or may not be commercialized as a kit to be assembled. In another embodiment,
a gutter cover that may be commercialized as a standalone component to fit over
a traditional gutter is provided.

Although the embodiments of the gutter cover and corresponding parts

thereof consist of certain geometrical configurations as explained and illustrated
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herein, not all of these components and geometries are essential and thus should
not be taken in their restrictive sense. It is to be understood, as also apparent to a
person skilled in the art, that other suitable components and cooperation
therebetween, as well as other suitable geometrical configurations, may be used
for the gutter cover, as will be briefly explained herein and as can be easily inferred

herefrom by a person skilled in the art.

Moreover, it will be appreciated that positional descriptions such as

oo » oo L

‘downwardly”, “rearwardly”, “frontwardly”, “upper”, “outer” and the like should be

taken in the context of the figures only and should not be considered limiting.

Having discussed the general context of the cover for use in combination
with a gutter, optional embodiments will be discussed further hereinbelow. The
embodiments according to the following description are given for exemplification

purposes only.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 12, a gutter cover (10) (which can also be referred
to as a gutter guard) in combination with a gutter (12) is shown. In an embodiment,
the gutter cover (10) is designed to be preassembled with the gutter (12) and then,
secured to a supporting surface, such as a wall, as an assembly. The gutter (12)
and the cover (10) may be made of metal, such as and without being limitative,

aluminium, plastic or other suitable material.

The gutter (12) includes a front wall (14) and a rear wall (18), both front
and rear walls (14, 18) extending substantially upwardly from a bottom wall (16) to

define a trough (17) having an open top (19).

In the embodiments shown, the rear wall (18) of the gutter (12) is
substantially straight and includes an outer side (20) superposable to a supporting
surface (not shown), such as a wall and the like, and an inner side (22) facing the
trough (17).

Still referring to Figs. 1 to 12, the gutter cover (10), engageable with the
gutter (12) to at least partially cover the open top (19) and close the trough (17),

-4-
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includes a front portion (30), a central portion (34), and a rear portion (32). The
front portion (30) and the rear portion (32) are respectively engageable with the
front wall (14) and the rear wall (18) of the gutter (12). The central portion (34)
extends between the front portion (30) and the rear portion (32) and substantially
covers the trough (17).

When engaged together, the cover (10) closes the open top (19) of the
gutter (12) and substantially prevents debris accumulation into the trough (17).

Particularly, at least a portion of the central portion (34) extending between
the front portion (30) and the rear portion (32) is perforated to allow water to
accumulate and run through the trough (17) while providing protection against
leaves and other sorts of debris from blocking the gutter (12).

In the embodiments shown, the cover (10) is a single piece in that it is
made of a single plate bent to define the different sections and features. However,
it is appreciated that, in an alternative embodiment, it can be made of a plurality of
components secured together,

According to a particular embodiment shown in Figs. 1 to 4, the central
portion (34) of the cover (10) comprises a plurality of spaced-apart deflectable
fastener-receiving flaps (36) (hereinafter deflectable flaps or flaps), provided
adjacent to the rear portion (32) of the gutter cover (10). Each one of the
deflectable flaps (36) is hingedly connected to the rear portion (32), at a junction
(38) with the central portion (34). The hinge connection (40) allows the deflectable
flap (36) to be deflected from a closed configuration, wherein the deflectable flap
(36) extends substantially in a same plane than an adjacent section of the central
portion (34), to an open (operative) configuration. Particularly, in the operative
configuration, the deflectable flap (36) is oriented substantially downward (arrow
A) and extends into the through (17). To configure the deflectable flap (36) between
the closed and the operative configurations, the deflectable flap (36) is pivoted
downwardly into the trough (17) about the hinged connection (40). In the operative
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connection, the deflectable flap (36) defines an oblique angle with the adjacent
section of the central portion (34) and the rear wall (18) of the gutter (12).

In a non-limitative embodiment, the deflectable flaps (36) are substantially

evenly spaced-apart along a longitudinal axis of the gutter cover (10).

Particularly, the deflectable flap (36) may be of any shape inasmuch as it
is large enough to receive a mechanical fastener. in the embodiment shown, which
is non-limitative, the deflectable flap is semi-circular or U-shaped, and connected
to the rear portion (32) and aligned therewith by the hinge (40).

More particularly, the deflectable flap (36) can be precut in the central
portion (34) of the cover (10), and retained to the central portion only by its hinge
(40). Alternatively, the shape of the deflectable flap (36) is pre-defined with small
puncture lines (or weakness lines) that are easily torn and/or detached upon
pressure and/or insertion of the mechanical fastener to allow downward deflection
of the flap (36) into the trough (arrow A). Still alternatively, deflectable flap (36) can
be precut in the central portion (34) of the cover (10), and retained to the central
portion by its hinge (40) and one or few retaining bridges extending between the
flap (36) and the surrounding central portion (34) of the cover (10).

In a non-limitative embodiment, as shown in Fig. 2, the deflectable flap
(36) comprises a preformed aperture (42) for receiving a mechanical fastener
therein.

Particularly, the fastener-receiving aperture (42) is substantially centrally
positioned with respect to the deflectable flap (36) to receive any type of
mechanical fastener, such as a screw or a nail. For securing the gutter assembly,
a mechanical fastener is inserted in the aperture (42) of the flap (36) and into the
rear wall (18) of the gutter (12) to secure the gutter assembly to the supporting
surface (not shown). In a non-limiting embodiment, the rear wall (18) may already

comprise a plurality of preformed apertures (82) aligned with the flaps (36), thus
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allowing easier insertion of the mechanical fastener through the gutter's rear wall

(18) and ultimately to the supporting surface.

In accordance with an embodiment shown Figs. 3 and 4, the flap (36)
deflects below the adjacent section of the central portion (34) upon downward
pressure or insertion of the fastener, and forces positioning of the fastener at an
oblique angle with respect to the adjacent section of the central portion (34) and
the rear wall (18), i.e. between the central portion (34) and the rear wall (18). Upon
deflection of the deflectable flap (36), an opening (52) is defined in the central
portion (34) of the gutter cover (10), adjacent to the rear portion (32).

Optionally, according to this embodiment, the flap (36) may further
comprise an abutment (44) sized to abut against the inner face (22) of the rear wall
(18) upon deflection of the flap (arrow A). This abutment (44) may be preferably
sized to stop the flap’s deflection around mid-course downward, thereby forcing
insertion of the fastener (54) at an oblique angle with respect to the adjacent
section of the central portion (34) and the rear wall (18), i.e. between the central
portion (34) and the rear wall (18).

Particularly, as will be well recognized by a person skilled in the art, and
as shown in Fig. 4, the size, shape and positions of the flap (36), hinge (40), flap
aperture (42), rear wall apertures (82) and fastener size and length are calculated
such that a head (55) of the fastener (54), when inserted in the flap (36), rear wall
(18) and supporting surface, is substantially located in the opening (52) formed in
the central portion (34) after deflection of the flap (36) in its operative configuration.
The fastener head (55) thus being substantially aligned with or protruding from the
adjacent section of the central portion (34), substantially prevents further entry of
debris into the gutter trough (17). Optionally, the head (55) of the fastener (54)
abuts against a face (37) of the flap (36), as illustrated in Fig. 4.

According to an alternative embodiment shown in Figs. 5 to 8, the rear
portion (32) of the cover (10) comprises a fastener abutment (50) extending in the
trough (17), below an adjacent section of the central portion (34) of the cover (10).

-7-
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The central portion (34) of the cover (10) may comprise deflectable flaps
(36) as shown earlier or in Figs. 9 to 12, or as illustrated in Figure 5, simply
comprise openings (52) large enough to allow insertion of a mechanical fastener
(54) therethrough.

Particularly, the fastener abutment (50) and the rear wall (18) of the gutter
(12) are configured to receive a mechanical fastener (54) therein to secure the
gutter, including the gutter cover (10), to the supporting surface (such as a wall).

The fastener abutment (50) defines an oblique angle with the rear wall (18)
of the gutter (12), when the gutter cover (10) is engaged with the gutter (12) to at
least partially cover the open top (19). The fastener abutment (50) provides an
angled surface for the fastener, such that the fastener (54) is maintained obliquely

with respect to the rear wall (18) of the gutter upon insertion therethrough.

Particularly, the fastener abutment (50) extends longitudinally continuously
below the central portion (34) of the cover (10), adjacent to a junction with the rear
portion (32). As will be readily envisioned by persons of skill in the art, the fastener
abutment (50) may be embodied as a plurality of spaced-apart small sections
positioned under each opening (52), or as a single longitudinal member covering
the whole length of the gutter cover (10).

In an embodiment, the fastener abutment (50) comprises a plurality of
apertures (56), positioned below and each one being aligned with a respective one
of the central portion’s openings (52), such that the fastener inserted in the central
portion’s openign (52) or deflectable flaps (36) and the fastener abutment aperture
(56), is also inserted in the rear wall (18) in an oblique angle to further secure the
gutter assembly to the supporting surface.

Particularly, the fastener abutment (50) may be positioned at any angle
with respect to the rear wall (18), inasmuch as it forces insertion of the fastener
obliquely therein.

CA 2985004 2017-11-08
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Optionally, as illustrated in Fig. 8, the head (55) of the mechanical fastener
(54) abuts against a face (51) of the fastener abutment (50).

Also, optionally, at least a portion of the head (55) of the mechanical
fastener (54) is positioned in and/or close of the opening (52) to substantially
prevents further entry of debris into the gutter trough (17).

In a particular embodiment, still referring to Figs. 5-8, the rear wall (18) of
the gutter (12) includes a plurality of spaced-apart crimps (60) protruding outwardly
from the outer face (20) of the rear wall (18) of the gutter, or any other types of
protuberance or equivalent structures that would allow a hook to attach thereon.
The crimps (60) may be provided at a substantially constant height with respect to
the top edge of the rear portion (32). The downward portion of the rear portion (32)
of the cover (10) is provided with a hookable portion (62) or a hookable-member.
In some scenarios, the hookable portion (62) can include a plurality of individual
space-apart hooks.

Now referring to Figs. 9 to 12, the rear portion (32) of the cover (10) can
include a gutter wall-engaging ridge (70), or gutter wall-contacting ridge. The gutter
wall-engaging ridge (70) includes rear segments (74) provided at a lower end with
a hook (62) and front segments (72) including the fastener abutment (50). The front
and rear segments (72, 74) are connected by loops 76 and define a channel (78)
inbetween, open at a lower end, in which an top edge of the rear wall (18) of the
gutter (12) is inserted upon engagement of the gutter cover (10) with the gutter
(12). When the gutter cover (10) and the gutter (12) are engaged together, the rear
segment (74) extends rearwardly of the rear wall (18) of the gutter (12) while the
front segment (72) extends forwardly of the rear wall (18) of the gutter (12), into
the trough (17). The hook (62) is engaged with the crimps (60) provided along the
rear wall (18) of the gutter (12) and prevent vertical disengagement of the gutter
cover (10) from the gutter (12).

Optionally, as shown on Figs. 9 to 12, the ridge (70) optionally includes

fastener holes (80) through which fasteners such as screw or nails can be received

-9-
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to fix an assembly including the gutter (12) and the gutter-cover (10) to a supporting
structure, such as a wall.

Optionally, the head (55) of the fastener (54) abuts against a face (71) of
the wall-engaging ridge (70).

As mentioned above, the gutter-cover (10) is engaged with the gutter (12)
to form an assembly prior to securing the assembly to a supporting structure.
Engagement between the rear portion (32) of the gutter-cover (10) with the rear
wall (18) of the gutter (12) may also be provided through engagement of the
hookable portion (62) with the crimps (60) protruding outwardly from the rear wall
(18) of the gutter (12), as shown in Figs. 8 and 12.

It is appreciated that, in an alternative embodiment (not shown), the rear
portion (32) of the gutter-cover (10) may also include other varieties of connectors
configured and positioned to connect the gutter-cover (10) to the gutter (12).

Following engagement between the front portion (30) and the rear portion
(32) of the gutter-cover (10) and respectively the front wall (14) and the rear wall
(18) of the gutter (12), the whole assembly is supported by passing fasteners
through the deflectable flap (36) and/or the fastener abutment (50) and the rear
wall (18) of the gutter (12) to achieve an oblique angle, and then securely attaching
the gutter assembly to the supporting surface. Hence, the gutter cover (10) is
engaged with the gutter (12), and the gutter assembly can be fixed to the
supporting surface with a single row, of obliquely-angled fasteners. Optionally, a
second row of fasteners can be fixed in the fastener holes (80) provided in the wall-
engaging ridge (70).

In this specification, the term “mechanical fastener” is intended to mean
any mechanical device that secures the gutter to the supporting wall. In an
embodiment, the fasteners can be mechanical fasteners, such as nails or screws,

extending sequentially through the deflectable flap (36) and/or the fastener

-10 -
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abutment (50) and the rear wall (18) of the gutter (12), and ultimately, the
supporting wall.

Optionally, as illustrated in Fig. 12, the head (55) of the mechanical
fastener (54) abuts against a face (51) of the flap (36) and said flap 36 abuts
against the face (51) of fastener abutment (50).

Also, optionally, between the head (55) and a corresponding face (37),
(51) or (71), a washer (83) may be provided. Said washer (83) can be made of any
appropriate material. Optionally, the washer (83) may be made of elastomeric
material to further prevent possible water infiltrations.

Also, optionally, as illustrated in Fig. 12, at least a portion of the head (55)
of the mechanical fastener (54) is positioned in and/or close of the opening (52) o
substantially prevents further entry of debris into the gutter trough (17).

Several alternative embodiments and examples have been described and
illustrated herein. The embodiments of the invention described above are intended
to be exemplary only. A person of ordinary skill in the art would appreciate the
features of the individual embodiments, and the possible combinations and
variations of the components. A person of ordinary skill in the art would further
appreciate that any of the embodiments could be provided in any combination with
the other embodiments disclosed herein. It is understood that the invention may
be embodied in other specific forms without departing from the central
characteristics thereof. The present examples and embodiments, therefore, are to
be considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, and the invention is
not to be limited to the details given herein. Accordingly, while the specific
embodiments have been illustrated and described, numerous modifications come
to mind. The scope of the invention is therefore intended to be limited solely by the
scope of the appended claims.

-11 -
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CLAIMS

1. A gutter cover engageable with a gutter superposable to a supporting surface,
the gutter comprising a front wall, a bottom wall and a rear wall defining a trough with

an open top,

the gutter cover being engageable with the gutter to substantially cover the open top,

the gutter cover being a one-piece gutter cover consisting of:

a front portion engageable with the front wall of the gutter, a rear portion
engageable with the rear wall of the gutter, and a central portion which is

perforated and extends between the front portion and the rear portion,

the central portion including a plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-
receiving flaps hingedly connected at a junction with the rear portion, at least
one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener receiving flaps being
downwardly pivotable into the trough, below the adjacent section of the central
portion, upon insertion of a mechanical fastener therein and into the rear wall of
the gutter to secure the gutter cover to the gutter and the gutter to the supporting

surface.

2. The gutter cover of claim 1, wherein the rear portion is further provided with
a fastener abutment forming an integral part of the one-piece gutter cover, extending
in the trough, below the central portion, and defining an oblique angle with the rear
wall of the gutter, when the gutter cover is engaged with the gutter to substantially
cover the open top, the fastener abutment being configured to receive the
mechanical fastener, the fastener abutment maintaining an oblique angle with the

rear wall of the gutter upon insertion of the mechanical fastener therethrough.

3. The gutter cover of claim 2, wherein the fastener abutment extends

longitudinally continuously along the gutter cover, below the central portion thereof.

4, The gutter cover of one of claim 2 and 3, wherein the at least one of the
plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps abuts against the

fastener abutment when deflected into the trough.

12
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5. The gutter cover of any one of claims 2 to 4, wherein the fastener abutment
comprises a plurality of spaced-apart apertures, each one of the fastener apertures
being substantially aligned with a corresponding one of the at least one of the

plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps.

6. The gutter cover of claim 1, wherein the rear wall comprises an inner face,
and the at least one of the plurality of spaced-apart flap comprises an abutment

abuttable against the inner face of the rear wall.

7. The gutter cover of any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the plurality of spaced-
apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps are longitudinally aligned with the rear

portion of the gutter cover.

8. The gutter cover of any one of claims 1 to 7, wherein the plurality of spaced-
apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps are deflectable from a closed configuration
wherein the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps extend
substantially in a same plane as an adjacent section of the central portion of the
gutter cover to an operative configuration wherein the plurality of spaced-apart
deflectable fastener-receiving flaps are located into the trough of the gutter, below

the adjacent section of the central portion of the gutter cover.

9. The gutter cover of claim 8, whereby in the operative configuration, the
plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps define an oblique angle

with the adjacent section of the central portion of the gutter cover.

10. The gutter cover of any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the junction of each
one of the plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps with the rear

portion are substantially linear and aligned.

11. The gutter cover of any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein each one of the
plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps is precut in the central

portion of the gutter cover.
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12. The gutter cover of any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein each one of the
plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps is pre-defined by

weakness lines in the central portion of the gutter cover.

13. The gutter cover of any one of claims 1 to 12, wherein each one of the
plurality of spaced-apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps comprises a fastener

aperture.

14. The gutter cover of claim 13, wherein the fastener aperture is positioned
substantially centrally with respect to the respective one of the plurality of spaced-

apart deflectable fastener-receiving flaps.

15. A gutter cover in combination with a gutter superposable to a supporting
surface, the gutter comprising a front wall, a bottom wall, and a rear wall defining a
trough with an open top, the gutter cover being a one-piece gutter cover consisting

of:

a front portion engageable with the front wall of the gutter, a rear portion
engageable with the rear wall of the gutter, and a perforated central portion

extending between the front portion and the rear portion;

the rear portion including a fastener abutment forming an integral part of the
one-piece gutter cover, extending in the trough, below an adjacent section of the
central portion, and defining an oblique angle with the rear wall of the gutter,
when the gutter cover is engaged with the gutter to at least partially cover the

open top;

the fastener abutment and the rear wall of the gutter being configured to receive
a mechanical fastener therein to secure the gutter cover to the gutter and the

gutter to the supporting surface; and

the fastener abutment maintaining an oblique angle with the rear wall of the

gutter upon insertion of the mechanical fastener therethrough.
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16. The gutter cover in combination with a gutter, according to claim 15, wherein
the fastener abutment extends longitudinally continuously along the gutter cover,

below the central portion thereof.

17. The gutter cover in combination with a gutter, according to claims 15 or 16,

wherein the central portion of the gutter cover includes a plurality of openings.

18. The gutter cover in combination with a gutter, according to claim 17, wherein
the central portion of the gutter cover includes a plurality of spaced-apart deflectable
fastener-receiving flaps hingedly connected at a junction with the rear portion, each
one of the openings being aligned with a respective one of the deflectable fastener-

receiving flaps.

19. The gutter cover in combination with a gutter, according to claim 18, wherein

each one of the deflectable fastener-receiving flaps includes a fastener aperture.

15
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