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(57) Abstract: The IP address distribution system as laid out in the present
invention is provided with a network formed by a plurality of switches (2 to
4), and an IP address distribution device (1) connected to the network. The
switches (2 to 4) retain placement information indicating the position of the
switch within the network, and upon receiving IP address request signals
from the apparatuses (5 to 8) connected to the switch, add the retained
placement information so as to transfer the same, whereupon the IP address
distribution device (1), upon receiving the IP address request signals, selects
IP addresses from a range corresponding to the placement information
which has been added to the signals in order to distribute the same to the ap-
paratuses of the request origins.
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