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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

SYDNEY E. ALLEN, OF WINSTON, NORTH CAROLINA.

SEAL-LOCK.

SPECIPICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 355,961, dated January 11, 1887.

Application filed September 17, 1886, Serial No. 213,782,

Zo all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, SYDNEY E. ALLEN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Win-
ston, in the county of Forsyth and State of
North Carolina, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Seal-Locks; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in seal-locks for railway-ear and other
doors; and it has for its object the construction
of a deviece which will record the times and
places of the opening of the door to which it
is attached.

‘With this object in view my invention con-
sists in the provision, hereinafter fully de-

scribed, whereby severed heads of lead rivets

will be delivered into a suitable receptacle in

" the order in which they were severed, access
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to which receptacle can only be had from the
interior of the car.

In gealing the lock, the rivet-head is placed
downward and its point or upper end is upset
or flattened, and at the same time the head is

_impressed with a designation to indicate the

station at which the car was sealed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of my securing device attached
to the doors of a freight-car; and Fig. 2is a
cross-section on line # #, Fig. 1. Fig. 3illus-
trates an enlarged form of the lead rivet or
seal employed with my device. Figs. 4 and
5 are-horizontal sections on the line v y, Fig.
1, showing the hasp in its closed and open po-
sitions.

Similar letters denote like parts in the sev-
eral figures. . )

A A’ represent the right and left hand doors
of a freight-car.

B B’ represent a hinge, the stationary leaf
B of which is fastened to the left-hand door, A’,
of the car at such point that the movable leaf
or hasp B’ will, when in locked pesition, ex-
tend across the joining line of the doors A A’
and fit over a staple, C, attached to the door
A, the said staple extending through a slotin
the leaf or hasp B,
B’ is in position over the staple C, a lock is
applied to the said staple to secure the car.

‘When the leaf or hasp’

{Nomedel.)

“Upon the stationary leaf B and the mova--
ble leaf or hasp B’, I mount seal-holding de-
viees or lugs D D).  Lug D is stationary and

is formed upon the stationary leaf B of the s
- hinge,and a similarly-shaped lug, D, upon the

movable leaf or hasp B’. These lugs are pro-
vided through their contiguous faces with reg-
istering-openings B K/, the said openings be-
ing made flaring at their mouths and formed
with cutting-edges at their point of juncture
with each other.

Below the hinged leaf-sections B B, at a
point directly beneath the seal-holdinglugs D
D', I provide a flaring-mouthed tube, F,which
is bent inwardly at F’, and extends through
the door to the interior of the car and into a
locked reeeptacle, H, therein.

The car being ready for sealing, the hasp B’
isstraightened out and overthe staple C, which
will cause the openings & B in the seal:-hold-
ing lugs D D' to register. A lock of any pre-
ferred form is now applied to the staple C.
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Through the openings E T of the lugs D D' is '

inserted a lead rivetorseal, G, having a head,
G/, formed upon one end, which headed end is
placed downward or underneath, and when in
position the opposite end of said seal or rivet
is upset or flattened by a suitable press or
pinchers made for this purpose, and which
impresses upon the lower head of the rivet a
fignre, name, or other designation to indicate
the station at which the car was sealed, and
also upon the npper or upset head a deviee
which will prevent its being tampered with
without plainly showing such tampering by
the marring of such impression. The car-
door being opened at another place or station,
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the hasp B',in the act of being raised from the

staple C, will, by means of the cutting-edges
of the seal-holding lugs D TV, cut the rivet

G in half, causing the head G’ to fall into the-

tube I and through the same into a suitable:
locked receptacle, H, in-the interior of the car,
where it will be retained. In the event of the
door being opened a number of times, there
will be a corresponding number of. heads of
rivets or seals in the receptacle, each with a
different mark or imprint upon it and in the
same order in which they were dropped, giving
a clear record of the times and places at which
the car was opened. The agent at the end of
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the route will remove the seal-heads in the
same order in which they entered the locked
receptacle from the tube, making a record of
the same and forwarding them to a general
agent or official, who, upon being advised of
the loss of an article from the car, can at once
trace it to the points at which the car was

opened, thus obviating the necessity of going.

to all the intervening points, and greatly sim-
plifying such searches.

I may omit the receptacle H, which covers
the tube where it opens into the car, and sim-
ply close the tube by a slide or hinged cover,
which may be locked, if preferred.

I do not confine myself to the use of this de-
vice upon car-doors, as it may be applied to
padlocks, mail-bags, and other articles.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure -by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination,with stationary leaf B,
movable leaf or hasp B, with seal-holding
lugs D D/, mounted on said leaf and hasp, and
having the dutting -edged registering - holes
formed through their contiguous faces, of the
tube F, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

2. The combination, in aseal-lock, of a seal-
holding device having cutting-edges with a

receiving device consisting of a. tube and a 3

locked receptacle for receiving and. retaining
the severed seals, substantially as herein set
forth.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

SYDNEY E. ALLEN.

‘Witnesses:
‘W. M. NISSEN,
CHAS. S. JOHNSON.
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