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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, HANNIBAL R. JACKSON,
of La Fayette, in the county of Tippecanoe
and State of Indiana, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Whiffletree-Fast-
enings, of which the following is a specifica-
tion :

Figure 1 is a rear view of my improved
fastening, shown as applied to a whiffletree
and double-tree. Fig. 2 is an under-side view
of the whiffletree. Fig. 3 is a rear view of
the whiffletree. Fig. 4 is a top view of an
end part of the double-tree.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ment in the means for detachably fastening
the whiffletree of vehicles to the double-tree ;
and it consists iu a plate having a rearwardly-
opening T-shaped groove, with eularged end,
in combination with a second plate attached
to the whiffletree, having a pivot or stad, pro-
vided with a head, whereby the chances of
accidental disengagement are diminished.

A is a plate or casting, attached to the end
of a double-tree, B, and which is made with a
flange, a*, which overlaps the rear side of said
double-tree. The plate A is made with a cir-
cular projection, ¢?, in its middle part, and
with a T-groove, &%, leading in from its rear
edge to its center. Cis a plate or casting,
which is attached to the center of the whiffle-
tree D, and which is made with a flange, ¢!,
which overlaps the forward side of the said
whiffletree D, The plate O is made witha cir-
cular projection, ¢ in its middle part, to rest
upon the circular projection a? of the plate A.
Thetwo projections ¢® a? serve as friction-sur-
faces, and also raise the whiffletree above the
double - tree sufficiently to prevent its end
parts from rubbing. To the center of the
plate C is attached a stud or pivot, ¢? having
a cross-plate or head formed upon its lower
end, and arranged longitudinally with the
whiffletree D. The width of the cross-head of
the stud or pivot ¢* is such that when the
whiffletree D is turned across the double-tree
B the said cross-head stud ¢® may be slid into

the T-groove «® of the plate A. The inner
part of the T-groove o is enlarged, as shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 4, so that when the
whiffletree D has been turned parallel with
the double-tree B it cannot become detached.
This fastening can only be fastened and un-
fastened by turning the whiffletree at right
angles with the double-tree, a position it can
never assume when in use.

I am aware of the fact that it is not new to
construct a fastening for a double-tree to a
whiffletree, in which the parts are connected
by a short vertical pivot, and detached by be-
ing turned at right angles and lifted. This
fastening, however, is open to an objection in
that, if one of the traces breaks, the whiffletree
assumes the right-angular position, and the
weight of the remaining trace aud the jolting
of the vehicle allows the whiffletree to tilt up-’
on the short vertical pivot, and the parts be-
come, in consequence, wholly detached, a con-
tingency likely to result disastrously if the
teawm be anywise restive or untractable. By
meaus of my devices it will be seen that if
one of the races breaks, no matter if the whif-
fletree does assume the right-angular position,
it can never be detached by a traction, nor
can the weight of the trace or the jolting of
the vehicle separate the parts, for the reason
that the side flange upon the head of the stud
will not admit of the whiffletree being lifted or
tilted. I therefore disclaim the case referred
to, and confine my invention to the particular
construction of parts in which the disengage-
ment is effected through a rearwardly.open-
ing T-shaped groove.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is— .

The plate A, having a rearwardly-opening
T-shaped groove, a®, with enlarged end, in
combination with the plate C, having a stud
or pivot, ¢% provided with a head, as and for
the purpose described.

HANNIBAL R. JACKSON,

Witnesses:
A.J. RousH,
J. H. RINARD.



