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This invention relates to compacts or vanity 
CaSeS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The invention has for an object the provision 

of a compact incorporating in the casing thereof , 
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1 Claim. (CI, 240-6:45) 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary plan view, partly in 

section, of the compact, 
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view on the line 

3-3 of Figure 2, the said cover being in the po 
a suitable means adapted to illuminate the face 5 sition of the cover of Figure 1 relative to the 
of a user, to the end that when the user views case or housing, and, . . . . . . . . 
the face in a mirror, forming a part of said Figure 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
compact, the said user is enabled to apply rouge, Figure 2. .. . . . . . . . . .'; ' '. 
powder, lipstick, or other cosmetics in a skillful 
manner. Particularly, a compact of this type is lo 
of direct benefit when the said compact must 
be used in the dark and other lighting medium 
is not provided. Furthermore, irrespective of 

- the provision of other lighting mediums, such as 
overhead lights, and the like, the present in 
vention, by providing suitable means for illumi 
nating the face, permits a closer inspection of 
the face. This is particularly true for the rea 
son that most compacts are held close to the 
face during use thereof, and with the illuminat- 20 
ing means also held close to the face during . 
use thereof, details of the skin are brought into 
relief. - ... . . :...'.....::::::::::: i. s." 

Another object is the provision of a compact 
of the characters stated, wherein the illuminat- 25 
ing means is readily renewable by the user. The 
inventor is aware that compacts embodying ill 
luminating means have been on the market prior 
to this invention, but in the majority of cases, 
the illumination afforded has been meagre, the light bulbs not readily replaceable, the compacts 
exceedingly bulky, and generally not of satis 
factory operation and appearance. . . ... ... : : 

cies above enumerated, and provides a compact 3; 
which is ornamental in appearance, of light 
weight, in which the illuminating means does 
not occupy undue space, wherein the various 
means for holding cosmetics may be convenient 
ly disposed, which is small, so as to readily fit 40 
within a pocketbook, rugged, adapted for long 
use and wear without likelihood of injury, and 
generally superior to compacts of the character 
Stated. ... . . . . . . ". . . . 
With the above mentioned and other objects 

in view, the invention consists in the novel and 
useful provision, formation, construction, asso 
ciation, and relative arrangement of parts, men 
bers and features, all as shown in a certai 
bodiment in the accompanying drawing, de 
scribed generally, and more particularly :::... 
ed out in the claim. ::"... . 

In the drawing: . . . . . 
Figure is a perspective view of the compact 

when in position for use, 55 

at 9, terminating in knuckles 0, of which 
may be several, as illustrated in Figure 1, at 
and 12. At the opposite end, the said wall 4 is 
bent upwardly and curved as shown in Figure 3, 

The present invention overcomes the deficien 

Referring now with particularity to the draw 
ing, designates the compact or vanity case as 
an entirety, wherein 2 designates generally the 
casing or body, and 3 a cover or top for the said 
casing. The said casing includes a bottom mem 
ber 4, a pair of side members 5 and 6, and nar 
row strips 1 and 8 spaced above the bottom 
member 4. The casing part 4 is curvedly bent 

at 13. This latter construction in conjunction 
with a curved door 4 provided with hinged 
knuckles 5 adapted to receive a pin, forms the 
compartment within which may be placed a 
small dry cell battery if 6. For convenience in 
holding the door closed, both the door and the 
curved portion f3 are provided with a snap catch, . 
designated generally as IT. This construction 
provides a slightly enlarged curved end or bulge 
for the compact or vanity case; however, the 
bulge is not so great as to be appreciably of 
greater diameter than the depth of the compact 
as illustrated in the drawing. 
The side members 5 and 6 are of channel form 

so as to fit over and in part receive the casing 
strips and 8, and the bottom 4, as best illus 
trated in Figure 4. These side members are de 
tachably Secured to the casing portions 4, 7 and 
8, so that they may be readily removable, both 
for assembly of the various elements of the de 
vice and for making repairs. It is obvious that 
Suitable means, such as Small screws, may be 
used for holding the said parts aforesaid in as 
semblage, if desired. The said members con 
form in outline to the curvature of both curved 
portions of the compact or vanity case (see Fig 
ure 1). Furthermore, the door 4 is of a width 
adapted to fit between said side pieces (see Fig 
ure 2, at 18). For convenience of description, the end oppo 
site the battery housing or compartment, and . 
herein designated as the illuminating compart 
ment, is referred to as an entirety as 9. The 
compartment 9 is formed by providing a trans 
verse dividing strip 20 between sides of the cas 

  

  

  

      

  

  

  

  



2 
ing. This dividing strip is provided with a ledge 
2 and a Swing door 22 is provided With hinge 
knuckles and cooperates With the knuckles 0 
through the medium of a suitable pin, whereby 
the door may be swung from the full line position 
of Figure 3 to the dotted line position 23 of the 
Sanc figure. This door is provided With a win 
dow 24, best formed by slotting the said door and 
placing over said slot a suitable means, such as 
frosted glass, or other member having light dif 
fusing characteristics. To this end, the door is 
provided with a depressed ledge 25 Surrounding 
the slot so that the window 24 may be fitted 
therein (see Figure 4). 
A Screw socket 26, secured to the door and 

on the inner surface thereof, is adapted to receive 
a magnifying point-light type bulb 27, the said 
bulb having the glass portion thereof lying be 
neath the window 24. Adjacent the screw socket 
is a contact 28, this contact engaging the base 
contact of the bulb. In the path of the point 
light pencil emitted by the bulb when operating 
is a mirror. 29, the mirror being held by an arm 
30 which is adjustably secured to a bracket 3, 
the bracket in turn being fastened to the trans 
verse wall 20. The arm 30 is longitudinally slot 
ted at 32, and adjustment is secured by means 
of a Screw 33 having threaded engagement with 
the bracket 3. Thus, the mirror may be moved 
relative to the light bulb to best reflect light 
through the window 24. 
the mirror is held at an angularity of substan 
tially 45° relative to a vertical plane longitudi 
nally cutting the casing and to a vertical plane 
transversely cutting the casing. Other angul 
larities may be found useful, depending upon the 
configuration of the vanity case, and I do not 
wish to confine this invention to any particular 
angularity of the mirror. 
The electrical contact. 28 is on a resilient arm 

34. This arm 34 is secured to a face of an in 
sulation strip 35, which extends substantially the 
length of the casing. A metallic strip 36 is at 
tached to the insulation strip, and is bent so as 
to be received within the compartment adapted 
to house the battery 6. The positive pole of the 
battery is adapted to engage the strip 36, being 
urged into such engagement through the medium 
of a coil Spring 37 interposed between the base of 
the cell and the side 6. 
The side piece 5 is slotted at 38 and a finger 

piece 39 of a switch projects therethrough, as 
shown in Figures 1 and 2. This finger piece car 
ries a slide 40 which, when in the position shown 
in Figure 2, is in “Off’ position. When the 
Switch is moved to a second position, the slide 
will engage the strip 36 as well as the arm 34, and 
an electrical circuit will be completed by the 
slide bridging the space included between the 
strip and the arm. 
Adjacent the insulation for one side of the case 

is a riser strip 4, and a like strip is provided 
for the opposite side. 

Suitable trays 42 and 43 may be placed within 
the confines of the casing for holding cosmetics, 
Such as powder, rouge, and the like. These trays 
are of any configuration and fitted in slots of a 
tray holder 44 (see Figure 3). The tray holder 
may have a pressed-fit engagement within the 
Casing. 
The riser strips, such as 4, form boundaries. 

for the top surface of the tray holder 44 to pre 
vent powder, or the like, from pasing over the 

In the present instance, 
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2,296,112 
and also for the purpose of giving the article a 
completed and finished appearance. 
The cover 3 on the inner surface thereof, is 

provided with a mirror 45, and this said cover is 
hinged at 46 to the casing. The cover is curvedly 
bent at its outercost end 47 so as to overlie the 
door 22, when the door is closed to its casing. 
A simple catch arrangement 48 and 49 is provided 
for both the casing and the cover 3 so as to hold 
the cover closed. 
The operation, uses, and advantages of the 

invention are as follows: 
The cover 3 is normally closed to the casing 

and whereby the curved end 47 overlaps the 
Window 24 and the door 22. When it is desired 
to use the compact or vanity case, the finger nail 
may release the catches 48 and 49 from co 
engagement and the cover 3 may swing upwardly 
and aSSume an angularity relative to the cas 
ing, as shown in Figures 1 and 3. If it is de 
sired to illuminate the user's face, the finger 
piece 39 is moved within its slot 38 so that 
an electrical circuit is completed between the 
battery and the bulb 27. The bulb used is of the 
pre-focused magnifying point-light type and the 
light pencil therefrom is reflected by the mirror 
29 through the window 24, which member, if 
translucent, gives a diffused lighting effect suf 
ficient to adequately and completely illuminate 
the face. 

If the bulb should burn out, the door 22 may 
be lifted so as to swing about its hinge connec 
tion with the casing 23 from the dotted line 
position to the full line position of Figure 2. 
The bulb is readily removable and a new one 
may be placed within the socket 26. 
When it becomes necessary to renew the "bat 

tery 6, the cover 4 may be released and moved 
to the dotted line position in Figure 3, where 
upon the fingers may grasp the battery and re 
move the same from its compartment. To do 
this, the battery will have to compress the spring 
37 (see Figure 2). In inserting a new battery, 
the base of the battery is first pushed against 
the Spring to compress the same, after which 
the battery is moved into position within its com 
partment, to the end that the positive pole en 
gages the strip 36 and the cover again latched. 
A feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of the reflector. 29. It is intended 
that this reflector be so positioned forwardly 
of the point light source as to gather said light 
and direct the same through the window 24 in 
Such a manner that a small light circle appears 
upon the window, particularly noticeable when 
the Window is translucent. When positioned 
properly, a beam of light is passed through the 
Window SO that said beam, when the compact 
is held centrally of the face of a user thereof, 
Will be cast upon the side of the cheek and the 
intensity of this beam of light is normally greater 
than the direct illumination upon, say, the nose 
or upon the eyes. Direct illumination of the face 
result from the illumination given the window 
by the bulb. 27. 
The device may be used as a small flash-light 

due to the positioning of the reflector mirror. 29. 
In actual practice and use of the invention, 

it has been found that the light directed upon 
the face of a user thereof does not disturb others 
who may be adjacent the user. This factor is 
particularly desirable in theatres and the diffused 
nature of the light, although fairly intense, is 
not such as to readily attract the attention of 

tray within the confines of the sides 2 and 3, 75 others, 
  



aaee, 11a 
It is obvious that various changes and modi 

fications and variations may be made in pract 
ticing the invention in departure from the par 
ticular showing thereof in the drawings and de 
scription as given, without, however, departing 
from the true scope of the invention as defined 
by the appended claim. 

I claim: - 

3 
wardly of said mirror, a spotlight mounted in said 
light compartment, a reflector mounted in said 
light compartment for reflecting the light of said 
spotlight upon the face of the user of the case 
while looking into said mirror with said cover 
in an open and upright position, a door for nor 
mally closing said light compartment, and a 

Avanity case including a casing, a cover hinged 
to said casing, a mirror on the inner side of said 
cover, a light compartment in said casing for 

10 

window in said door through which the light 
of the spotlight is reflected by the reflector. 
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