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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EDWARD A. SPEER, OF STURGIS, SOUTH DAKOTA. 

ENVELOP-SEAL. 

93.9Si. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD A. SPEER, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Sturgis, in the county of Meade 
and State of South Dakota, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Envelop 
Seals, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to seals for envelops 

or similar receptacles, the object being to 
provide novel and effective means operable 
to engage the tongue of the Sealing flap SO 
as to hold the tongue in its closed position 
and to prevent opening of the envelop with 
out detection. 
In the drawing, forming a portion of this 

specification and in which like numerals of 
reference indicate similar parts in the Sev 
eral views:-Figure 1 is a plan view of the 
envelop showing elements of my improved 
seal applied to the end flaps. Fig. 2 is a lon 
gitudinal section through the envelop show 
ing the sealing flap of the same in its closed 
position. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view 
of the envelop showing the bottom and seal 
ing fleps in partly open positions. 
Upon reference to the drawing, it will 

be described that the envelop is formed to 
provide a front Wall 1, end flaps 2 and 3, 
a bottom flap 4, and a top or Sealing flap 5. 
This sealing flap is formed to provide a 
locking tongue 6 having substantially point 
ed end portions 7 which are spaced from the 
portions or edges 8 of the said flap 5 to 
form notches 9 for a purpose to be herein 
after described. The end flap 3 is formed 
to provide passages 10 and 11 and the flap 
2 is formed to provide a passage 12. 
My improved seal which is used in con 

nection with the envelop of the herein de 
scribed construction consists of a locking 
member 13 consisting of a rectangular plate 
which is stamped upon its side edges to form 
anchoring spurs 14 which are stamped to 
engage the flap 2 as clearly shown in Fig. 3 
of the drawing. The said locking member is 
formed to provide passages 14 and 15 the 
former being arranged in line With the pas 
sage 12 in the flap 2 for a purpose to be 
hereinafter described. 
A button or equivalent retainer 16 is car 

lied by the end flap 3. This button is pro 
vided with an eye portion 17 which extends 
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through the passage 10, as shown. The eye 
of the button has secured thereto one end of 
a flexible connection 18 which is threaded 
through the passages 19 of the bottom flap 
4 and through the passages 12, 14, 15 and 11, 
as clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 3 of the 
drawing, so that the free terminal of the 
said connection is disposed at one end of 
the envelop and in a position to be conven 
iently manipulated. 

It may be mentioned that the notches 9 of 
the sealing flap 5 are disposed in line with the 
passages 10 and 12 of the end flaps 2 and 
3 when the said sealing flap is in its closed 
position. The locking member 13 is formed 
to provide a series of locking spurs 20 which 
are operable to engage the said flexible con 
nection to hold the same against movement 
in One direction. 

In use of the envelop herein described and 
shown, the sealing flap is folded to lie be 
tween the end flaps and the bottom flap SO 
as to cause the notches 9 to aline with the 
passages 12 and 10 and also with the pas 
sages 19. The cord is then drawn tight. So 
as to cause the portions of the connection 
which are disposed between the end flaps 
and the bottom flap 4 to be drawn into the 
notches 9 of the said Sealing flap. Any de 
sired tension of the flexible connection can 
be conveniently obtained but movement to 
release the connection from the Sealing flap 
will be effectively prevented by the locking 
spurs 20 engaging the cord. 
I claim: 
1. An envelop having a flexible connec 

tion secured at one of its terminals to one 
of the end flaps and threaded through the 
other end flap and through the bottom flap, 
a sealing flap having a tongue constructed 
to engage the portions of the said flexible 
element which is disposed between the said 
end flaps and the said bottom flap, and a 
locking member operable to engage the flexi 
ble connection to hold the same in its ad 
justed position and against movement in 
one direction. 

2. An envelop having an eye member Se 
cured to one of its end flaps, a movable 
flexible element threaded through the end 
flaps and through the bottom flap and hav 
ing a free manipulating terminal disposed 
at one end of the envelop, the Sealing flap 
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of the said envelop having a tongue con- In testimony whereof affix my signature 
structed to be engaged by portions of the in presence of two witnesses. 
said flexible element, and a. locking member EDWARD A SPEER, operable to engage the said flexible connec 

5 tion and to hold the same in its adjusted Witnesses: 
position and against movement in one direc- PAULINE BRUCH, 
tion. ELLA MCADAAIS. 


