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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM F. RocKWELL, 

of Meriden, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in a Tubular-Handle Knife; and I 
do hereby declare the following, when taken 
in connection with accompanying drawings 
and the letters of reference marked thereon, 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the same, and which said drawings constitute 
part of this specification, and represent, in 
Figure 1, a side view of the knife with the 

bladethrown out; Fig. 2, a sectional view of the 
handle, showing side view of the blade as with 
in the handle; Fig. 3, the same showing the 
blade as thrown out; Fig. 4, a view of the back 
of the handle; Fig. 5, a perspective view of the 
Spring; Fig. 6, a side view of the lining, show 
ing the arrangement of the spring therein. 
This invention relates to an improvementin 

that class of knives in which the blade is con 
structed to be moved longitudinally into the 
handle when not required for use, or thrown 
longitudinally outward to open the blade. 
In the usual construction of this class of 

knives a latch of some character is necessary 
to hold the blade in its extreme positions. It 
is to the construction of the latch that my inven 
tion particularly relates; and it consists in the 
construction and arrangement of the latch and 
its Spring, as more fully hereinafter described, 
and particularly recited in the claims. 
A represents the handle, which may be of 

any desirable shape or style, according to the 
purpose for which the knife is intended. 
The illustration shows the construction ap 

plied to a dirk-knife. The handle is closed 
upon all sides, but at the bolster end is open, 
as at a B, the blade adapted to work through 
the opening C, and so as to stand entirely with 
in the handle, as seen in Fig. 2, or be moved 
outward as seen in Fig. 3, for use. Upon the 
inside, at the bolster end, is a shoulder, b, 
against which a corresponding shoulder, d, on 
the blade will rest when the blade is in its 
out position, as seen in Fig. 3 
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C is a latch hinged to the handle, and so 
that when the blade is in its extreme out posi 
tion its nose e will engage the shank of the 

So blade and hold the blade firmly in its outposi 
tion and prevent its accidental return. The 
latch is hung upon a pivot, f, and from that 

side of the pivot opposite the nose the latch 
extends outward to form a convenient handle, 
h, upon which the thumb may be placed to 55 
depress the latch, as indicated in broken lines, 
Fig. 2. In the back of the handle, in rear of 
the latch, a spring, i, is arranged. This spring 
is constructed as seen in Fig. 5, and so that 
its rear end, l, may stand beneath a lug, n, in the 6o 
handle, as seen in Fig. 2. Midway between its 
rear and forwardends the spring is constructed 
with a lateral projection, , upon each side, 
and the linings of the handle is constructed 
with corresponding recesses, into which the 65 
said projections will rest, as seen in Fig. 6. 
The spring extends forward beneath the han 
dleh of the latch, and so as to hold the handle 
outward with the nose inward against the 
blade, but yet so as to yield under pressure 7o 
upon the handle, as indicated in broken lines, 
Fig. 2, to take the latch out of engagement 
with the blade, and when so out of engage 
ment with the blade the blade may be thrown 
out, and when so thrown out, the latch re- 75 
leased, the spring will throw the latch into en 
gagement With the blade, and So as to hold it 
in its out or extended position, or when re 
turned into the handle the nose of the latch 
also engages the back of the blade to hold it So 
in that closed position, and as seen in Fig. 2. 
This construction of latch and spring is simple 
and cheap, as the spring may be cut from a 
strip of sheet-steel. The latch is in a conven 
ient position for operation, and not liable to 
derangement. 
The spring may be supported in the handle 

in the usual manner of supporting knife 
springs, its free end extending beneath the 
handle end of the latch, as shown. 

I claim 
1. The combination of a tubular handle open 

at one end, a blade adapted to slide longitudi 
mally in said handle, the handle and blade each 
constructed with a shoulder to arrest the blade 
when thrown to its out position, the latch C, 
hung in the back of said handle and at the 
back of the blade, the nose of said latch adapt 
ed to engage the blade in either its out or in 
positions, with the spring i, arranged in the IOO 
back of the handle, its rear end supported be 
neath a lug in the handle, and constructed 
with lateral projections , and the lining of 
the handle with corresponding recesses to re 
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ceive said projections and form a support for 
said spring, the said spring extending beneath 
the latch in rear of its pivot, substantially as 
described. 

5 2. The combination of a tubular handle open 
at one end, a blade adapted to slide longitudi 
nally in said handle, the handle and blade each 
constructed with a shoulder to arrest the blade 
when thrown to its out position, the latch C, 

to hung in the back of the handle and at the 
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back of the blade, the nose of said latch adapt. 
ed to engage the blade in either its out or in 
positions, with the spring i, arranged in the 
back of the handle, the said spring extending 
beneath the latch in rear of its pivot, substan- 15 
tially as described. 

WILLIAMI F. ROCKWELT. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. B. STEVEN's, 
J. H. CHARITON. 

  


