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SHELFFACING SYSTEMS 

0001. This U.S. patent application claims the benefit of 
and priority to U.S. provisional patent application Ser No. 
61/860,964 filed on Aug. 1, 2013, which is incorporated by 
reference herein in its entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

0002 The present disclosure generally relates to systems 
for facing products stored on shelving, and more particularly, 
to shelf facing systems for cost-effectively enabling simple 
facing of products on shelving units. 

BACKGROUND 

0003. There have been developed facing systems for 
increasing sales in a retail environment, and/or to facilitate 
maximizing shelf space and to bring a clean attractive appear 
ance to retail shelves and displays. The main purpose of 
installing the facing systems on shelves is to attract custom 
er's attention to a particular product and facilitate customer's 
shopping in a store. Generally, the more organized products 
are when displayed on shelves or displays, the more visually 
attractive the products are to customers, leading to more sales 
and revenue. Further, if products are organized and displayed 
in an orderly fashion on shelves, a manager of a store can 
check its inventory more quickly and efficiently. 
0004. When a product is picked up from a shelf by a 
customer, it is important that the next product moves to the 
front of the shelf so that the next customer can easily see and 
spot the product on the shelf. If the products are still located 
at the back of the shelf, it is difficult for customers to spot the 
product. This may result in significant loss of potential sales 
for a store. Also, this may cause customers to react negatively 
as the store is not orderly and organized. 
0005 To overcome the above problem, various types of 
facing systems have been developed. For example, self-fac 
ing systems have been developed with spring loaded self 
facing pusher systems that automatically advance products to 
the front of the shelfor display for maximum visual exposure. 
Such self-facing systems automatically push products for 
ward on shelves after products are selected by customers. 
However, even though the automatic facing system can be 
effective, the automatic facing system is structurally compli 
cated and costs much more compared to hiring people to 
move the products to the front of shelves manually. Addition 
ally, the autonomous facing system takes up significant space 
on shelves so that it cannot accommodate all depths and types 
of shelving of displays. 
0006. There is also a gravity type facing system which 
requires less complicated components than the autonomous 
facing systems. The gravity facing system utilizes gravity to 
attempt to cause products to move forward on shelves. 
Because the gravity facing system is inclined at a slope of 
several degrees, products on shelves will move forward after 
the front product has been removed by a customer. However, 
because of its nature of structure and mechanism, the gravity 
facing system does not provide a safe and proper way of 
pushing products toward the front of shelves. In many 
instances, the products do not move forward, and/or gaps can 
be created in which products can tip over. For example, glass 
containers, such as wine bottles or the like, may be prone to 
tipping over due to a high center of gravity and significant 
weight compared to an ordinary can or the like, or if at the 
front of a shelf, may be susceptible to falling from such 
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gravity feed systems. AS Such gravity facing systems many 
time are constructed from a material with a sufficiently low 
friction coefficient to allow products to slide forward more 
easily, various products may be susceptible to falling out of 
the shelving. 

SUMMARY 

0007. The present system solves the above and other prob 
lems and provides an improved facing system which can 
easily, quickly, safely, and securely facilitate storage and 
alignment of product, and facing of the products on shelving 
or display systems. The facing system provides an apparatus 
and methods for alignment and storage of various sized prod 
ucts, and safely and efficiently facing products toward the 
front of a shelf or display unit. The shelf facing system is 
adjustable to accommodate different types or sizes of prod 
ucts, as well as different shelves or display units. The facing 
system may include adjustable members that enable varying 
the width and/or length of the system. 
0008 According to an example, the system of the present 
invention may include a frame formed of first and second side 
members and front and rear members. The front and rear 
members may be length adjustable units which enable to 
adjust the width between the first and second side members. 
The first and second side members may be length adjustable 
to allow the length of each side member to be adjusted to 
accommodate different depth shelves or display units. The 
length adjustable units may use any suitable configuration to 
allow adjustability, and generally are formed of two sections 
adapted to adjustably couple to each other, with adjustment 
being simple and allowing the sections to be locked into a 
desired position. 
0009. According to another example, the facing system 
can be folded flat so that the entire system can be packaged, 
stored and transported without taking up significant space. In 
this example, each of the frame members are connected to 
each other by hinges or bearing. 
0010. According to another embodiment, the facing sys 
tem provides the ability to label the front section with product 
information, and may include a header having a transparent 
face plate that is slidable into the frame section along with 
product, pricing or other information. The front frame section 
may also include a retaining system to prevent inadvertent 
movement of the facing system on the shelf or other display 
Surface. The front frame section (and/or other sections) may 
include a retaining system Such as a magnetic member, that 
interfaces with a corresponding magnetic member positioned 
on the shelfor other display member. Upon positioning of the 
facing assembly on the shelf or other display member, the 
magnetic members "lock' the facing system into place to 
prevent inadvertent movement thereof, while allowing the 
retention system to be disconnected, such as by lifting of the 
front frame section, to allow facing of products or other 
movement of the facing system. The system of the present 
invention may also have a side wall extensions for each side 
frame member, and/or an end wall extension for the back 
frame member, which may be used to extend the height of the 
sides and/or back of the system to retain products therein. 
0011. Accordingly, the facing system may be adjustable in 
width and/or length, to easily, quickly, and efficiently vary the 
configuration for various shelving or other display configu 
rations, and to accommodate various shapes and sizes of 
products. The facing system may be collapsible to facilitate 
shipping and handling, and may include a retaining system to 
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hold it in place until facing of products is desired, and may 
include side wall members to facilitate safely moving prod 
ucts to the front of the shelving or the like. Thus, the facing 
system safely stores and aligns products and efficiently 
moves products toward the front of shelves or the like as is 
desired for effective sale thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0012 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an example facing 
system according to the invention. 
0013 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another example of a 
facing system according to the invention. 
0014 FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an example facing 
system in a collapsed position for shipping, storage and han 
dling. 
0015 FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of the facing 
system with side and back wall extensions according to an 
example. 
0016 FIG.5 illustrates the example of FIG. 4 with product 
therein. 
0017 FIG. 6 illustrates another example of the facing sys 
tem according to the invention with a retaining system asso 
ciated therewith. 
0018 FIG. 7 illustrates another example of a facing sys 
tem according to the invention. 
0019 FIG. 8 illustrates multiple facing systems for differ 
ent sized shelves. 
0020 FIG. 9 illustrates another example of a facing sys 
tem according to the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0021 Referring to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates an 
example facing system 100 of the present invention, for use 
on a shelforother display Surface. The facing system includes 
an interior portion in which plurality of products can be 
positioned for alignment and face up positioning of the prod 
ucts on the Support Surface. In use, if the products at the front 
of the shelf have been removed, the facing system may be 
lifted at its frontend and used to move the remaining contain 
ers from a retracted position on the Support Surface to the front 
of the Support Surface. The facing system is then pushed back 
to the retracted configuration leaving the products positioned 
at the front of the support surface. The facing system 100 is 
formed of a plurality of frame members including at least two 
side members 110 and at least one front member 120 and at 
least one back member 130. The side frame members 110 
attach to the front frame member 120 and back frame member 
130 in any suitable manner, and may be fixed into engage 
ment, or assembled into the desired configuration. In this 
example, connecting members 140 are used to assemble the 
side frame members 110 to the front frame member 120 and 
back frame member 130. The facing system 100 is moved 
from a retracted position on the Support Surface and enables 
products to be moved toward the front of shelves or the like, 
simply by lifting the front frame member 120 and moving the 
system 100 outwardly along with any retracted product posi 
tioned therein. 

0022. As shown in FIG. 1, each side member 110 is 
located on opposing sides and extends vertically at approxi 
mately a 90 degree angle from a Support Surface. The front 
frame member 120 and rear frame member 130 also extend 
Vertically at approximately a 90 degree angle from a surface. 
The height of the frame members 110, 120 and 130 may be 
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any suitable height to facilitate retaining products therein, and 
to allow for the facing procedure, but as shown, may be low 
profile so as not to obscure or detract from proper visibility of 
products on the Support Surface. 
0023. As shown in FIG. 1, the two side members 110 and 
frontandback members 120 and 130 are connected to forman 
integrated unit. Particularly, both ends of the side members 
110 are connected to the ends of front member 120 and rear 
member 130. Any type of connecting techniques may be used 
to join the side members 110 to the front and rear frame 
members 120 and 130. Each side member 110 preferably 
functions as a divider between products in longitudinal rows, 
with multiple systems 100 adjacent one another to accommo 
date multiple rows of products on the shelf or other support 
surface. The systems 100 separate adjacent rows of products 
from one another, and allows any individual row of a product 
to be faced to the front of the shelf or support surface, while 
not interfering with any adjacent row of a product. 
(0024. In the example of FIG. 1, the system 100 is width 
adjustable by adjustment systems 135. The system 135 
includes first and second sections 131 and 132 that together 
make up the front frame member 120 and rear frame member 
130, and are adjustably arranged with respect to one another. 
The section 131 includes a transverse opening 133 with a 
stepped configuration having an outer diameter which is less 
than the diameter of the inner portion of the opening 133. A 
button 134 is slidably received in the transverse opening 133 
and is dimensioned to be substantially commensurate with 
the dimensions of transverse opening 133, excepting that the 
outer end of the button is projectable beyond opening 133. 
The transverse opening 133 comprises a stepped configura 
tion as indicated, and the button 134 includes an inner portion 
which extends through the opening 133 and is connected to 
the section 132. The button 134 may be pushed to slide into 
the inner portion of transverse opening 133. The button 134 is 
spring biased outwardly and configured to only be partially 
received in the inner portion of opening 133. The button 134 
may be pushed to slide into transverse opening 133 by 
depressing the projecting portion of button. The button 134 
may be mounted to bias against the walls of the outer portion 
of transverse opening 133 to thereby act to releasably retain 
the button in position in one of the steps of the stepped 
configuration of opening 133. The locking mechanism pro 
vided by button 134 and transverse opening 133 may be 
released by merely depressing the button 134 so that it can 
then be slid to adjust the width of the frame members 120 and 
130, and the relationship between the sections 131 and 132. 
Upon release of the button the sections 131 and 132 are locked 
into the relative adjusted position. The mechanism 135 may 
be similar to mechanisms that allow extension and retraction 
of blades in some utility knives. In this way, the system 100 is 
width adjustable to allow different sized products to be 
arranged therein, aligned and to allow the facing procedure 
therewith. Any other suitable adjustment mechanism 135 
may be used and is contemplated in the invention. As also 
shown in FIG. 1, the frame members 110, 120 and 130 may 
also be formed to have reinforcing ribs 106 to increase the 
strength thereof, and if the frame members include an adjust 
ment mechanism 135, the sections of the frame members may 
have the reinforcing ribs 106 engage in sliding relationship 
with one another to allow them to be slidably retained 
together. 
0025. In this example, the front frame member 120 may 
also include a header portion 123 forming a space for posi 
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tioning product information or other graphic or informational 
material. For example, the header portion 123 may include a 
clear cover that is slid into engagement with the header por 
tion 123 to provide the space for a sheet of paper or other 
material having product information, price or any other 
desired information or graphics. 
0026 FIG. 2 illustrates another example of the facing sys 
tem 100 providing for adjusting both the width and/or length 
of the system 100. In this example, the side frame members 
110 also include an adjustable mechanism 135 similar to that 
shown in the example of FIG.1. This provides the significant 
advantage of not only allowing adjustment to accommodate 
different sized products by allowing width adjustment, but 
also allows for accommodating different sized shelving or 
other Support Surfaces, without replacing a whole facing sys 
tem. The side frame members 110 may include first and 
second sections 111 and 112 that are adjustably engaged by 
an adjustment mechanism 135, to slidably engage sections 
111 and 112 together. The adjustment mechanism 135 allows 
each side frame member to have its length increased or 
decreased to a desired length. The length of each side frame 
member can be adjusted by pushing and holding the button 
134 until the desired length is achieved, and the button is 
released to lock the sections 111 and 112 together. 
0027. As shown in FIG. 2, the front and rear frame mem 
bers 120 and 130 may also comprise the adjustment mecha 
nism 135 as described with reference to the example of FIG. 
1, or these may provide a fixed width while the length is 
adjustable via the mechanisms 135 associated with the side 
frame members 110. Again, any other Suitable adjustment 
mechanism 135 may be used and is contemplated in the 
invention. 

0028. Referring to FIG. 3, there is shown a further 
example of the facing system in accordance with the inven 
tion, which allows the system 100 to be folded flat for pack 
aging, shipping, handling and storage. This has the significant 
advantage because the size of the facing system can be 
reduced significantly, for example by up to seventy five per 
cent. In this example, the facing system 100 comprises the 
two side frame members 110 and front and back frame mem 
bers 120 and 130, which are engaged with one another by 
hinges 150. The hinges 150 allow connection between the 
frame members in a manner that allow each of the frame 
members to be folded against an adjacent frame member as 
shown in FIG. 3. Any number of commonly available con 
necting methods can be used to provide rotatable connection 
including, but not limited to, hinges or bearings. 
0029 Referring to FIG.4, there are shown side wall exten 
sions 201 attachable to the facing system 100. The bottom of 
the side wall extension 201 is applied with a magnetic strip 
210 so that the side wall extension can be attached to one side 
of the side frame member 110. Any number of commonly 
available attaching methods including, but not limited to, a 
magnetic or VelcroTM strip can be used to attach the side wall 
extensions to the side members, or the side members 110 may 
include structure to engage the side wall extensions 201. 
Further, referring to FIG. 4, an end wall extension 202 can be 
assembled with two side wall extensions 201, and/or the rear 
frame member 130. For example, the end wall extension 202 
may have protrusions 204 on its edges. The protrusions 204 
can be inserted into the holes 205 located on the side wall 
extensions 201. As shown in FIG.5, when assembled, the side 
wall extensions 201 and back wall extension 202 allow Sup 
port for products positioned in the facing system 100. Such as 
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stacked products like cans or the like, both when positioned 
on the shelfor Support Surface, and during a facing procedure. 
0030 Referring to FIG. 6, another example of the facing 
system 100 may include one or more magnetic members 106 
on the front frame section 120, which allows the facing sys 
tem 100 to be retained in its retracted position until a facing 
procedure is to be performed. This allows the facing system to 
be securely, but releasably attached on a shelf to ensure the 
products are properly aligned, and to prevent unwanted 
movement of system 100. As many display shelves or other 
display systems are formed of metal, the magnetic member 
106 will be magnetically attached to the shelfor the like when 
the front frame section 120 is laid flat on the shelf. If the 
Support Surface is not metal, a front lip member (not shown) 
may be separately attached to the front of the shelf or other 
support surface, to which the magnetic member 106 will be 
attracted to and retained with. Sucha frontlip member may be 
adhesively attached to the shelf or other support surface, or in 
other Suitable ways. Another magnetic or metal member may 
be attached to the shelfor Support Surface at a position to mate 
with the magnetic member 106 on the frame member 120. 
Alternatively, or in conjunction with a magnetic member on 
the front frame member 120, the side frame members 110 
may include a magnetic member or strip 106 as shown in FIG. 
6. If desired as an alternative, the tops of the frame members 
120 and/or 110 may include a magnetic member or strip to 
engage another facing system 100, to allow multiple facing 
systems 100 to be stacked and retained together. Any other 
suitable retaining mechanism to allow simple and effective 
retention on a shelf or Support Surface may be used and is 
contemplated in the invention, such as a VelcroTM strip or the 
like to be used to securely attach the facing system to shelves. 
0031 FIG. 7 illustrates another example of a facing sys 
tem 100 according to the invention, providing for adjustment 
of the width of the system 100. In this example, the front and 
rear frame members 120 and 130 may comprise a mating 
c-channel configuration 136, which allows width adjustment 
of the front and rear frame members 120 and 130, and main 
tains a set width by frictional engagement of the c-channel 
members. The adjustment mechanism 136 is created by form 
ing a c-channel slot in which the mating c-channel is insert 
able and frictionally engaged. Width adjustment is performed 
simply by sliding the c-channels relative to one another to a 
desired width. Though not shown in this example, the side 
frame members 110 could also include an adjustable mecha 
nism 135 similar to that shown in the example of FIG. 2, or 
can be offixed lengths. In this example, the system 110 again 
provides the ability to accommodate different sized products 
by allowing width adjustment. Again, other suitable length or 
width adjustment mechanisms 135 or 136 may be used and 
are contemplated in the invention. As shown in FIG. 8, the 
systems 100 may allow for use with an array of products with 
varying widths, and on shelving of different depths by suit 
ably sizing the systems 100. 
0032 FIG. 9 illustrates another example of side wall 
extensions 201 attachable to the facing system 100. The bot 
tom of the side wall extension 201 is applied by using side 
panel slots 211 which can be inserted into the facing system 
100 for support. 
0033. While the invention has been illustrated and 
described in detail in the foregoing drawings and description, 
the same is to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive 
in character, it being understood that only illustrative embodi 
ments thereof have been shown and described and that all 
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changes and modifications that come within the spirit of the 
invention are desired to be protected. Additional features of 
the invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon consideration of the description. Modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A product facing apparatus for aligning and drawing 

products along and to the front of a Support Surface, compris 
1ng, 

a frame including first and second side members, and a 
front and back member; 

at least the front and side frame members including an 
adjustment mechanism to allow the length of the front 
and back frame members to be adjusted. 

2. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, where the first 
and second side frame members including an adjustment 
mechanism to allow the length of the side frame members to 
be adjusted. 

3. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, where the 
adjustment mechanism is lockable into position. 

4. The product facing apparatus of claim 2, where the 
adjustment mechanism is lockable into position. 
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5. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, where the front 
and back frame members include two sections attached to one 
another via the adjustment mechanism. 

6. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, where the frame 
members are attached to one another via hinges, to allow each 
of the front and back frame members to be folded to a position 
adjacent one of the side frame members. 

7. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, where the front 
frame member includes a magnetic member on at least one 
edge thereof, which engages a Support Surface on which the 
product facing apparatus is positioned. 

8. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, where the side 
frame members include a magnetic member on at least one of 
the top and bottom thereof. 

9. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, further com 
prising side wall extensions attachable to the side frame mem 
bers. 

10. The product facing apparatus of claim 9, where the side 
wall extensions include a magnetic member to attach to the 
side frame members. 

11. The product facing apparatus of claim 1, further com 
prising a back wall extension attachable to the back frame 
member. 


