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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Vincent AJELLO, 8 citi-
zen of the United States, and resident of
Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Ice-Creepers;
and I do hereby declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description thereof.

My invention relates to improvements in
clamping or securing devices especially
though not exclusively adapted for use with
ice creepers for pedestrians and is particu-
larly concerned with a device of this charac-
ter to be used with an ice creeper in which
the tread member may be readily turned to
inoperative position while still attached to
the shoe in such manner as not to impede
the movements of the user and not to pre-
sent an unsightly appearance. A further
object is to provide for ready adjustment of
the device to fit different sizes of articles

-such as shoes, and furthermore to so con-
struct the device that all parts may be made

of a substantial and uniform size and shape
and yet adapted to be made up into clamp-
ing devices of different size.

With these objects in view, the device con-
sists of a construction and arrangement of
parts, a preferred embodiment of which is
llustrated in the accompanying drawing, in
which Figure 1 is a side elevation of a de-
vice attached to the heel of a shoe and shows
in full lines in operative position and in
dotted lines in inoperative position. Fig.
2 is-a perspective view of the ice creeper de-
tached from the shoe; Fig. 8 is a similar
view of the body portion or support of the
creeper the attaching means being omit-
ted for clear illustration. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of one of the attaching clamps
and Fig. 5 is a similar view of the secur-
in% or locking device.

eferring to Fig. 1, 1 indicates a heel to
the breast 2 of which the creeper is to be se-
cured. The ice creeper comprises the body
or supporting portion 3 having guide ribs 4
and 5 for the support and guidance of the
clamping or attaching members 6 and 7.
To the body portion is hinged at 8 the spike
or creeper plate 9 off-set at 10 from the
hinge, so as to clear the front corner 11 on
the breast of the heel, thus permitting the
plate to lie closely against the tread of the
heel when in operative position, as shown in
Fig. 1.
When the creeper plate is in inoperative

position, as shown in dotted outline in Fig.
1, this off-set portion 10 allows it to effec-
tively clear the ground and lie well within
the instep cavity of the shoe entirely out of
sight. Hach clamping member 6 or 7 is
provided with a plurality of apertures 11
any one of which may be used fo receive a
pivot pin 12 by which a locking link 18 may
be attached to. the clamping member. The
opposite end of this link may be pivoted by
a pin 14 to the locking lever 15 which in
turn may be pivoted as at 16 through any
one of the apertures 11 of one of the clamp-
ing members 6. The locking lever 15 (Fig.
5) is also provided with a plurality of aper-
tures 17 so that the connecting link 18 may
be secured to this lever through any one of
these apertures 17 according to the size of
the creeper to be assembled.” The clamping
members are slidingly engaged with the body
portion 8 by means of headed pins 18 which
pass through the slots 19 of the body por-
tion 3. In order to attach the creeper to
the shoe, the clamping lever 15 is turned to
open position, as shown in Fig. 2 whereby
the clamps 6 and 7 are expanded and may
be fitted over the sides of the breast of the
heel. The lever 15 is then moved up to
locking position in alinement - with the
clamping members as indicated in Fig. 1.
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That is to say, referring to Fig. 2, the lever -

15 would be moved around from the clamp
6 thus throwing the pin 16 into position be-
tween the pintles 12 and 14 and drawing the
clamns together. : o
By providing both the clamps and the
locking lever with the several apertures
shown, said clamps and lever may be made
of uniform size for all sizes of clamps. To
vary the size of the creeper, it is only neces-
sary to vary the arrangement of the lock-

- 1ng lever pintle 16 in the apertures 18 of

the clamp 6 and the arrangement of the
link pintle 12 in one of the apertures 18
of the clamp 7. Likewise the pintle 14 con-
necting the locking lever and link 13 may
be arranged in any one of the apertures 17
of the locking lever. Thus it will be seen
that great economy in manufacture is ef-
fected for the reason that these parts may
be stamped out in the same set of dies for all
sizes of creepers.

The relative arrangement of the clamps,
locking lever and link may be effected per-
manently by heading the pintles in their
respective apertures for different sizes of
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creepers or the pintles 12 and 16,- by.which
the link and locking lever are attached to

their respective clamps may be permanently

connected to the pintle 14, by which the link

13 is connected with the locking lever.15 .

. may be simply a straight pintle permanently

secured to the link but capable of insertion
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. the shoes upon which he may desire to use it.
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by the user in any one of the apertures 17

of the locking lever. This is rendered pos-
sible by the fact that the permanent fasten-
ing of the link 12 to its clamp 7 permits it

" a certain amount of spring action by which

it may be snapped into and out of engage-
ment with the aperture 17 of the locking
lever, so that the user of the device may
adjust the position of the clamps according
to the variations in breadth of the heels of

While I have herein described a particular
embodiment of my invention, it is under-
stood that the same may be altered in de-
tails and relative arrangement of parts and
may be adapted to other uses within the
scope of the appended claims.

What T claim is:

1.:An ice creeper comprising & body mem-
ber adapted to engage the breast of the heel,
-a spike member pivoted thereto and adapted

to be turned beneath the tread of the heel
or beneath the instep of the shoe, clamping
members slidably attached to said body por-
tion, a locking hink, and a Jocking lever piv-
- oted to said clamping members respectively,
and pivoted together, said clamping mem-
-bers and Jocking members having means
whereby they may be pivoted together in a
variety of relative arrangements to produce
creepers to fit heels of different sizes. ’
2. An ice creeper comprising a base plate
adapted to engage the breast of the heel of
-the shoe, a spiked member pivoted thereto

_.and adapted to be turned beneath the tread
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shoe, said base plate having guiding ribs,

clamping members slidably secured upon
said base plate, each having a series of ap- .
’ ertures-arra,nged;l_opgitudlnally;thereof and. -

1,259,705

locking. means comprising a locking lever
having a plurality of apertures extending

wils 4 4l : =
longitudinally thereof, and a pin adapted to

-secure said lever to one of said clamping

members, said pin passing through any one

- of the apertures in said clamping member or

said lever, respectively, a link and a pin
adapted to. pivot said link to: said. lever,
said second pin passing through any one of
itg apertures and to the otherclamping mem-
ber by a pintle passing through any one of
the apertures of the latter, whereby ice
creepers adapted to fit different sizes of
shoes may be made up of parts of the same

‘gize and shape.

8.' An ice creeper comprising a base"plate
adapted to engage the breast of the heel of
the shoe, a spiked member pivoted thereto
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and adapted to be turned beneath the tread -

of the heel and beneath the instep-of the
shoe, said base -plate having guiding ribs,
clamping members slidably secured upon
said base plate, each having a series of aper-
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tures arranged longitudinally' thereof and.:

locking means comprising. a locking lever
having a plurality of apertures extending
Jongitudinally thereof, and a pin adapted to
secure said lever to one of said clamping
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members, said pin being adapted -to: pass--

through ‘any one of the apertures in said
clamping member or said lever, respectively,
and: a link pin to permanently. secure said
link firmly to one of the apertures of the

said link and adapted to removably engage
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-other-clamping member and a pin carried by -

in one of the apertures of the locking lever

whereby:the arrangement of the parts may
be-varied: to fit different: sizes of heels by
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varying the arrangement of said removable:-

pinwith respect to said:locking lever.
In: testimony whereof, I the said ViNcENT

' - AsErro have hereunto:set- my hand:
~of the heel and beneath the instep. of the . . B

, VINCENT AJELLO. .
Witnessess - - o T
-~ Roserr C. ToTTEN, "

Joux F. Wi, -

- Gopl_es of -this patent may. be obtained for five cents each, by-addressing:the *Commissioner of Patents, . .
- D ‘Washington, D. C.» - i t



