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This invention relates fo hat boxes.
An object of the invention is the provision -of
a hat box having a rack forming part of the box
by means of its conhection with a removable
5 cover, the rack including a framework for sup-
porting hats in spaced relation and out of con-
tact with each other, the rack including & frame-
work having a base member resting upon the
bottom of the box with spaced standards carry-
10 ing hat holders with the standards being con-
nected at points to the underface of the top-of
the cover where a handle is connected exteriorly
of the cover. - . :
A further object of the invention -is the pro-
15 vision of a hat box having a rack forming a part
of the box by its connection with the cover thab
is removably connected to the top of the hat box
by hinged hasps cooperatively engaging spring
locks mounted on the side walls of the container,
o the rack being provided with hat holders and
standards -for supporting the holders in spaced
relation with the upper ends of the standards

Leing connected fo the underface of the cover ‘

of the box where the ends of a handle are secured
to the outer face of the-cover, the standards
being bent from a ‘single piece of metal with the
intermediate portion of the piece of metal being
bent to form a supporting base for the rack.
This invention will be best understood from a

o
ot

sp consideration of the following detailed deserin-

tion, in view of the accompanying drawing form-
ing a part of the specification; nevertheless, it is
to be understood that the invention is not con-
fined to the disclosure, being susceptible of such
changes and modifications as define no material
departure from the salient features of the in-
vention as expressed in the appended claims.
In the drawing:
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a hat box
40 constructed in accordance with the principles of
my invention with the rack  connected to the
cover shown in separated condition from the con-
tainer or box,
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Figure 2 is a vertical section of the hat box’

45 shown in assembled position,

Figure 3 is a horizontal section taken along the'

line 3—3 of Fig. 2, and
Figure 4 is & fragmentary view in perspective
of a modified form of a single hat holder.
50 Referring more particularly to the drawing, 18
designates a hat box or container which is formed
of any one of a number of materials such as

canvas, Cellophane, cardboard, wood, leather, or

imitation leather. When necessary the container
55 may be reinforced in any well known manner.

(CL. 206—9) |

This container has an open top i{ which  is
adapted to be closed by a cover [2 -having an
annular depending flange 13 adapted to embrace
the upper end of the confainer 0. The container
is also provided with a closed bottom (4.

The cover 12 is provided with a handie 20 which
has its ends secured at 21 to the outer face of the
cover.: This portion. of the cover may be rein-
forced if necessary. Such reinforcement, how-
ever, depends upon the type of material employed.

A hasp 22 is pivotally connected at 23 to a sup-
porting plate 24. It will be noted that there is
a hinged hasp and a plate 24 at diametrically op-
posite points on the cover 12.- The hasp depends
downwardly from its hinged portion 23 and is
adapted to be cooperatively secured to the side
walls of the container i0 by means of the usual
form of spring lock 25 well known in the art of
suit cases. In other words, the hinged hasps 22
are provided with a member 26 which is adapted
to be engaged by a spring latching means formed
in the lock 25 so that the cover will not only be
locked to the container but the cover will ke
secured to said container so that the hat box
may be carried manually when the handle 28 has
beern grasped in the usual manner. =

A pair of standards 30 are located in spaced
parallel relation within the container 10 and in
close association with the inner wall of said con-
tainer. These standards are formed either of
wire which is of sufficient strength for the.pur-
pose or the standards may be formed of a tubular
member which is bent intermediate its ends to
provide a substantially circular base 3! which
may rest upon the bottom 14 of the container (0.
Secured in any approved manner to the standards
30 are brackets 32 and 33. These brackets pro-
ject inwardly and then upwardly from the stand-
ards. 'The inner ends of these brackets are bent

“to conform to the curvature of rings 34 which
form the hat holders upon which a hat is placed.
These hat holders, as shown more particularly in
Tig. 3, are located axially of the container i8.

The inbent portions 36 of the brackets 32 and
33 are welded or soldered to the underface .of
the rings 34 at two points along each ring dia-
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metrically opposite one another, said points being

located symmetrically with respect to the stand-
ards 30. It will be noted that the brackets are
also provided with bent portions 37 which are
welded or soldered to the standards 30. .
Referring more particularly to Fig. 4 it will
be seen that instead of the ring 34 shown in Figs.
1 to 3, inclusive, a circular disc 40 may be em-~
ployed and the upper ends of the brackets 82 and
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33 are secured to the underface of the disc 40 at
two points in diametrically opposite spaced rela-
tion, said points being located symmetrically with
respect to the standards 38,

A hat 4! shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1 is in
Dosition upon a ring 34 and a hat pin 42 is forced
through the hat and below said ring in order to
maintain the hat in position.

The upper ends of the standards 39, as shown
at 45 in Figs. 1 and 2 are bent inwardly and the
free ends of the bent portions are secured to the
underface of the cover {2 directly beneath the
ends 46 of the handle 289 by means of perforated
lugs 47 which are secured to the underface of
the cover {2 and may if desired be connected to
the ends 48 of the handle.” By this construction
it will be seen that the weight of the rack and the
hats will be borne by the handle 20, thereby pro-
viding longer life of the hat box. U-shaped
members 43 embrace the upper ends 45 of the
standards 20 and have ears 44 secured to the in-
ner face of the cover 12 for aiding in maintain-
ing the standards in position. The U-shaped
members are located adjacent the depending
flange of the top f2.

The hats 41 are applied to the various holders
in spaced relation after the rack has been with-
drawn from the container 18 and then the rack
is inserted within the housing 18 so that the bot-
tom 21 of the rack may rest upon the bottom {4
of the container 18. At this time the cover 12
will be resting upon the open end {1 of the con-
tainer with the flange {3 of the cover in snug re-
lation with the outer wall of the upper end of
said container.
moved into position so that the cooperating ele~
ments on the locks 25 and the hasps will be in
operative engagement whereby the cover will be
securely connected to the top of the container.
The usual form of key may be inserted within
the lock and turned to Prevent unauthorized re-
movai of the hats. .

The handle 28 permits ready conveyance of the
hat box and where the hat box is used for private
burposes the rack may be removed from the con-
tainer {0 and hung up in 3 closet. On the other

The hinged hasps 22 are then.
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hand, the hats may be kept in the container ag
shown in Fig. 2 and be brotected from dust.

The container provides g convenient form of
transporting hats or storing them so that the hats
will be properly preserved and maintained in
shape. When the frame alone is used, it is an ef~
ficient hat rack, .

If desired, the hat holders and brackets may he
made vertically adjustable in any approved man-
ner and for such purpose, the brackets may be
mounted on the standards by means of friction
sleeves, the weight of the hat and holder causing
sufficient leverage to bind the sleeves in any po-
sition to which they have been moved along the
standards.

I claim:

1. A hat box comprising a container, a cover
for said container, a rack for hats adapted to be
received by said container and including a pair

of standards, the upper ends of the standards be- ¢

ing bent at right angles thereto, a handle se-
cured to the outer face of the cover, means se-
curing the bent portions of the standards to the
cover when the handle is attached to the cover
50 that when the box is being carried the handle
will directly support the rack and means remov-
ably connecting the cover to the box, said rack
including spaced hat holders projecting from the
standards.

2. In a hat box having a 1id removably con-
nected to the top of the box, a rack for supporting
hats within the box in horizontally spaced rela-
tion comprising & length of material bent inter-
mediate the ends thereof to form 8 supporting

base, the free ends of the strip being disposed at 3

right angles to the plane of the base and forming
spaced vertical standards lying in close associa-
tion with the inner side wall of the box, means
connecting the free ends of the standards with
the cover, a handle secured to the cover at points
where the standards are attached to the cover,
spaced pairs of similarly positioned brackets pro-
jecting from the standards, and hat holders
Spaced from the walls of the box and secured
to the ends of said brackets,
HELEN L. JARNAGIN.
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