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Embodiments of the present invention provide methods, systems, and apparatus for deducing the fetal
DNA fraction in maternal plasma without using paternal or fetal genotypes. Maternal genotype information
may be obtained from a maternal-only DNA sample or may be assumed from shallow-depth sequencing of
a biological sample having both maternal and fetal DNA molecules. Because sequencing may be at shallow
depths, a locus may have only few reads and may fail to exhibit a non-maternal allele even if a non-maternal
allele is present. However, normalized parameters that characterize non-maternal alleles sequenced can be
used to provide an accurate estimate of the fetal DNA fraction, even if the amount of non-maternal alleles
isin error. Methods described herein may not need high-depth sequencing or enrichment of specific regions.
As a result, these methods can be integrated into widely used non-invasive prenatal testing and other

diagnostics.
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ACCURATE QUANTIFICATION OF FETAL DNA FRACTION BY
SHALLOW-DEPTH SEQUENCING OF MATERNAL PLASMA DNA
[Heifa<dis]

[Seridsdi]

REAG AT R EER 2 A 2 4 2 B " DNARYE 8 [Lo YMZE A (1997),
Lancet, 350: 485-487|E £ —H VIR A ZERT2 8 28 7 7% Bk
FERhDIAYEL A 4TS [ Lo YMZE A (1998), N Engl J Med, 339: 1734-1738 ;
Finning K% A (2008), BMJ, 336: 816-818] ~ ‘M 1B $4 38 {255 7 BG i1 R R
E[Costa JM, Benachi A, Gautier E (2002), N Engl J Med, 346: 1502] ~ 2t
B JERE MM [Lo YMZE A (2007), Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 104:
13116-13121 ; Chiu RW & A (2008), Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A 105:
20458-20463 ; Chiu RW, Cantor CR, Lo YM (2009), Trends Genet, 25:
324-331 ; Fan HC % A (2008), Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A4, 105:
16266-16271 ; Chiu RWZE A(2011), BMJ 342: c7401 5 Yu SCZ A (2014),
Proc Natl Acad Sci U S 4, 111: 8583-8588] BB R R MK 2 HMI[Lo
YMD%Z A (2010), Sci Transl Med, 2: 61ra91 ; Lam KW= A (2012), Clin
Chem. ; New MIZE A (2014), The Journal of Clinical Endocrinology &

Metabolism, 99: E1022-E1030 ; Yoo S-KZ A (2015), Clinical Chemistry ;
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Ma DZ A (2014), Gene, 544: 252-258 ; Tsui NBSE A(2011), Blood, 117:
3684-3691] -

LI ERR R ZER T » EEHEEREDNASERE BIEEDNAT 77
LEREEAE EDNAE ot M 412 L EWEES HEAMAEDNALZ
EEERZECERMEEEFEEER  THARKESEINE Z Rt EE
AR ERAEEIEEEZ R [Sparks ABZ A, (2012), Am J Obstet Gynecol,
206: 319 e311-319) xAEE BHER M ZIRE MM [Lo YMZ A (2007), Proc
Natl Acad Sci U S A. 104: 13116-13121 ; Lo YMDZ A (2010), Sci Transl
Med,2: 61ra91 ; Lam KWZE A (2012), Clin Chem. ; New MIZE A (2014), The
Journal of Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism, 99: E1022-E1030 ; Yoo
S-KZ A (2015), Clinical Chemistry  Tsui NBZ A (2011), Blood, 117:
3684-3691]H5 - 2241 = - Ba W DNA S & Fy F i 2T i e WA R o 5845 AY
B3k % Hi 5l 2 AR BB AU 2 77 Hr(Relative Haplotype Dosage Analysis
RHDO)HFJ & F 58 [Lo YMDZ A(2010), Sci Transl Med, 2: 61ra91 ;
Lam KWZE A (2012), Clin Chem. ; New MIZ A (2014), The Journal of
Clinical Endocrinology & Metabolism, 99: E1022-E1030] - fFLLZ2E 74
oo LRI TR Ry AR A AR S RS LA AL M E R R R 2 B A
W B RN HEE EDNAS BN EBEFR RN FaT#E &M -

iS5 TR ET 2 AR s HE A e 2 RS AT AR 5 DNAH 77 bk
Rl e BHINE - AORR Y R e 2 Fr e B N HEE B S MR R 2 42
#% P HIBS FEDNA 2 & [Chiu RWEE A(2011), BMJ 342: ¢7401 ; Lo YMZE A
(1998), Am J Hum Genet, 62: 768-775 ; Lun FMZ A (2008), Clin Chem 54:

1664-1672 ; Hudecova 1% A (2014), Plos One, 9: e88484]  #A[fj » HAY
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TERFEBRZITETNEANEBT LR R 2R -  —EE T ERME
2% £ s 25 RUFH £ (single nucleotide polymorphism * SNP) » f¢ it E
RS EMEMEREEZTEMNERZ EERLEEIEZDNASE - T
A ACHERAEN  EEFEUTERZ — R RMAEES
MR BEeES O ARHEGERARI A aHE  BESAEEL
HE[Lo YMDZ A (2010), Sci Transl Med, 2: 61ra91 : Liao GIZ A (2011),
Clin Chem, 57:92-101] - ZR[f » — W > AL EBEERER S - LM EIE R
Z B A > In A ARMESEHICIERS - H—JTH - RNt RCEAFREZ

TR IR - WA RZE Z 3% EF 15 7230% [Bellis MA, Hughes K,

i

Hughes S, Ashton JR (2005) J Epidemiol Community Health, 59:
749-754] » H RIS ADNA AR B oA < mT A RIME o BI{E B 38 A 4R8I
RELRR 7 EE L FEME N [FSNPALEL - F I RLES I #EDNA Y =78 [E
MR (B1A0RE8G A DN A 2 81 [ 1 B ) 21 R R #H A0 L N A 55 51 22 S TR AR 14
[Jiang PZ A(2012), Bioinformatics, 28: 2883-2890] » JREE T H Al T & >
B0 &8 e {oE AR FE S Bt I 1 2 = R A4 Hil 4 ATRA VR & 3 [Sparks
ABZ A, (2012), Am J Obstet Gynecol, 206: 319 €311-319 ; Liao GI% A
(2011), Clin Chem, 57: 92-101] -

FRSNPREE M JT7EZ AN » TR FE A RFEFSSNP Z U572k - 8Pl = »
AR MAIDNA Y |7 B KT AT A ST AG iU DNA & &[Yu SC% A (2014), Proc
Natl Acad Sci U S A, 111: 8583-8588 : Kim SK % A (2015), Prenatal
diagnosis: n/a-n/a] » [ Fsfif Gl A 2 DNA—f% EE RFAS 2K 2 DNA i [Lo
YMD* A (2010), Sci Transl Med, 2: 61ra91] « AT » —Le E AR HR K52

BN R ZH6 A DNAS S 5TV RN - fla1E B ELLBEIR B [Chan
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RWEE A (2014), Proc Natl Acad Sci U S 4, 111: E5302-5311] - {EBE{t
HE BERAFEZREEENE  SEUFERASSFIARKRFEAL
SERPINBSFF7I » R Bl E RV E RMEAHTAG RDNAS BTEH Z e ZARECY)
[Chan KC% A (2006), Clin Chem, 52: 2211-2218 ; Chim SSZ A (2005),
Proc Nail Acad Sci U S A, 102: 14753-14758] - 21 » BN EEILEEE
BEESYZ o TIEF R S EE S (b A LBV R FIEG A
b BRI AIREE I EF A ZRER -
AL » 752 E RS MmATEE (L RG DNA & 2 & 5] 2 Frflifr -

[N ]

R BhapRERAR EEMRMNE TR EDNASEZ I 285
Bt o BGSUDNA S & ol A1 A DHNE SCARENE AR AR HDE - BaHlE
H—28 0 HRCEMEG n] FIFVAE B ZDNAGE - BHMT - o[HE
HAER LENHIFBSEUARN SRR 2 ERNE 9 B SR ik
A e HFEMERN FUAR BB E ZER - ERS—EH > WH
—ERERE 0 RS SRS ARN AN E Y EHAaHS
RRRG AN Z EAVEEE « TRA[(E B R T 2 =2 - AW E I ED) 7R 7%
B PO fEE e AR -

REE RN AL 0] B E(E RIS DNAGE &S o n] B BB RFISBlfA
SUDNAZ+ Z YRR o 2 M e (PIANAE 2026 1S D Rse - BEEERR 2 iR
FCPR R A AT B R [ 2R AR S DNAST T 2 4H & o BIE 0] BE R /e E B
HEREEANEES MG HASBHEG REGRS - Bhad /8T H
EEFENT R S E o) — 28 R EURRIRIT 2 Z 2 - (R RERE R —
£ BIRIL - #Esc B H08 - RAE ISR T EH 55 oo #E AR X DAUAfE
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— (e EEFEGRSFUERN TFIER B EFIFREMNERNZ
FNEE 2 & - AL 2 J5 7R AR A E i 2 S R R el E & - Al
BEF T A A S R e (2 e Al 2 Al e 2 R o -

— EE T B (A1 3 LA ST AT A2 5 A AR el Y e 90 B B B AT B ARG

54 M B B R S B B 0 2 1R E B

GEENGESTED

B 1R R ARSI Z E RG] > EH B N A E G 5 DNA T sy LR
EZrEE -

B2AE SRIE ARSI Z EHE6] B AR F—&RNEZIIRE N ERTE
ZEEIEHDNAS & RIER R F AL AN & E 1Y G Bl F i Al -

2B iR R R ] 2 Eha G o (7M1 &R S 2 B 2A 7 [a] g LAY
LBt o
B 3ARIRIEAST ZER A BRE S B EZIKER R
Z BRI DNAG & RIFRRF AN & E A GE R EFHEL -

3B R R RS Z EHE R - (8 M1 &Rt S 2 B 3A 7 o] fR i A
LRt o
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[EHYRE (R Z & -

[E6A - 6B - 6CKR6DERIRIBAZH IO - ESEHFFE T8
SEDNAZ ETHAIZ ZEHENE -

7 s — R AR E A > EAESZEENEAREZXZ
Mz AVt T iR ADNAS BN ITE -

B 8 AR IE AN S I 2 FHED - A2 G RGN AY ~ SOARFR AR B
(B A BREDNAS T ZAYkan N EHREDNAS B ZER

B9 — TR IE AR 2 FHEs] - ERFERNE S EMEABE L
LHEZ AR T RE EDNA S BRI 5 A -

B 10A o iR AU 2 B 6] - 2KE iR iiDNA & 8 R R F U AN
fi 7= (apparent allelic discrepancy > AAD){E Z &R P[] FR I Y d &R -

B 10B oo AHE AR I 2 B A - FEF AR i DNA & & R ADNASY -2
CLBI A &R M [l s 2 [ -

B 10CEniliE AU Z B 61 - #5 D AADEMET 25 i DNA S =3
HENGAYZ O Z 58 Z LEAIRYRE K DNA S ER/YE -

B 11/ RS HZ B s - NMEEA R L Z 2 Ak in
TGS DNAS BEHY L -

[E12A - 12B ~ 12C R 12DRIAMGE A IH 2 B 6l - &HRe R IERE
fir BN ZDNAJr F R Z [B AR (% -
B 137~ R A I Z B0 > (EH R EEN AR L2
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ZHEYIERTIEEDNASEN L -
B 14 3R A0 2 E6 > st SNETEEREETE Z B EDNA

B 15 5IRBEAREFH B e EDNASBHBRR T EEZ ERE
Z R R ZE -
Ell6Z R —ERELZHZERP FHEE —ERTDNAGTZE
A2 & EHEARBY 2 2 AR aPiRADNAGE Z 7% -

B 17 f2 o m] AR R S W 2 B I Z: 48 e J7 A — i Y — (8 E
(IS eSS pap =i
B 1878 /AR AR S 0 2 BB 91 2 B e 24 -

B 19 8 AR5 A3 0H 2 T .2 BB & -
(& 5=(]
HARH 138 .2 5 L5 H

RHEFHETR20154F9 F 22 H 55 2 2RI B 55 3£ 62/222,157 Z (B 5tk
fn L RZNE G AT A AAS R Pl A H Y -
sk

WAL > sk T ZZ A (locus) | SREEEIE A T A # (loci) |
Rps BN BA BRI & B Z 4 H B (R E R AL B Stk - ' 7
S & (sequence read) | (RIE LI 77 1 Z (R ARTER 73 B 30 o AT e A9 7%
HEEE - BONMNE » PyIEEA R B R B Z % g B (B4
20-150) ~ (L A%l Fr B — BRI AR s 9 RO AZ I B > B AE RS AR
2z BB R R Be Z Wy - Frd s8] LS T U B0 fE f R4
T B fE RS > BINFESC Y S e iR 81 - Bl £l - s S RgHE A
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FE(polymerase chain reaction » PCR)E{# B —5 [T Z FIEI=IE F BRI -

" £ BRIEEERWINAE > EUER - BEREESEDE
HEEE  SEBEEZE  SEEUEAR LEE BN HEZE D Z 08
KPEFZIEREM T ZELN LM ZERRERNER) BFESEMREL
Z—EREEZE s TREMED - AL RER - FEUmMR - M -
Mm% ~ R~ REREE - REKERWPIWOEL)ZME - REFLR - 19
R~ HEK IS A R~ HER TR TRR R SORERTERR ~ #
FRPEBUR ~ AR E & R A [R]85 (B4 Bk R ~ FL55) Z RO As SF - JR Al i
AEMER L - EZEEES T EHRF U ZDNA Z £V (B m & b
HiE/C )7 R G Z ATk an) P HY R E Sy DNA R A S A - BIATRIRS50%
60% ~ 70% ~ 80% ~ 90% ~ 95%E99%VDNA O] A~ = 4HAE - B0 T E A H
fEB1403,000 gx10553% > EEmAeEl o - BEAEGIA130,000 g N S5 hE#EL
105738 LI FRIZ BRI - BRbn b A 2 4 HE 2 DNA AT AR & Ml 4H &% 2 4
A > HIA LB Al ElfE A 24 Z DNAZ R &9 -

" ) A1iE R ST B o A B R R FLR S Y A
BB o ZATEE AR B A% IR R (DL Sl S A B o o 58 Ak i 7 g
2zl - HRGHN ~ RAELENKIFRAREEN - HFHRSFZMALLZ
SEtEE > HPUEUR 2580 2 720 - IO 2 86 ] 8iE
(EAPRF)B A ES ~ B iimilefs ~ Bk HEs - WEMBHRHE - 2-0-
PEAZEL T BE ~ KX BR(PNA) -

FRIESZIMEIH - & AR C e A8 & & 2 A Orsr a2 B 51
R (B0 fE OF B 85 T HUR) R B e 41 DLRSEIIRERS n 2 781 - FRE &
M OF s T R R M EA L B EFT SR EE T ZF =&
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OR & iR A K EE L E R ERUUH B YR IER (Batzer®E A, Nucleic
Acid Res. 19:5081 (1991) ; Ohtsuka A, J. Biol. Chem. 260:2605-2608
(1985) : Rossolini% A, Mol. Cell. Probes 8:91-98 (1994))  ffif 5B % fifs 0] 1
EH - ¢cDNA » mRNA ~ EERBEEBZERTBREN -

FRIE LT X SHINERIIEL - RRIMTEE " BHFFE ) BERRATFEZ
BERZEEBENESZEZERER 2 ERETEEENZEEEEER
R EFER (I - BT i A )EINRE LR SRS EERE U
ELTAE Y BRI -

" FAE ) RIRTE AR o 2 AE A oy B T BRI P BV R T B
oo BOINE » PIEBFTARFEENEDE D 2 BEKER EE - T8
B H B M T RS

A S B B e E B A R A A AR B R B MR AR o BRI
o OfHE T (BGEERE T BT L ) nI R OR A anR R Ny R A TR SR - I
AR T on(PlaiG ) B AT L BRI ERIZ10502
V) o flash " 2L 18 K T EE ) GIEARREZ BT - BHME - &
IERST AR BRFR A H 2 7 B RST « BRME ] s = i BB s 7 o 8 H
THE e TR F RSO > R — 2 oh A A o > — -

flost " K/ 205 B E RIS EYEREATDNAR B2 R o R AIART]
RiR Bt KT ZDNA R B 2 Ay o3 iy 877 8 - S &R 2 B OREF R
S EEE S B Al A E 7 — (B R T R RE L 55— RSP ARG - —(E S 805 1
HINFTADNAR BB 7 55 — R =0#i @ 2 DNA R By € R~ R
% 2 DNA R G H 53 EE -

FF4HER B
{if F 5 88 i 4% DNA K #5785 S 17000 7 2 4 Al 2 AR (Noninvasive
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prenatal testing » NIPT) H R B3R UERIZ B T Z W FH4E 77 HE A E
NEWREREMAT - BERILEEENZE ZBHERRE - B5XDNAS
EENRFEMNZERSE - HACHRIET AGET28 > BRDVEE
FEZBEBHAZTTE -

—EFHRANFERAERE R ZERERE R ERME B
AT A B (LT AE A DNAS B - iIe R DNAG B Al R F AV B mf
RIS Z ENSHAE - JEREYE 2 5T B RIERHE Z P YR
ZRE o BRI U AN ENEZ LR - EHEFTHEP ZE—F
o ZEATEAEERORE IR ADNAGE © P a5 E M ET > 1K
MALIEAT A FAEZ FE R F AL AN T - 5540 > FrhliER IR
B2t E A B AR IEE RS AL RN 2 L8 2 18 - & e
REZARETHELSE P EEE A Moo R > S UREs
AR BRI AP A ERFIDNAEE - MO > st RAFIFR S A
A Z B 2 EL B o] G R E ST 2 rlRe sl & B S AR » B sl Rk 5 A
NEAETHERG FADNAG & 2 HA AP AEE -

280N > 3G 5 DNA & 5 S g 2 40P 2 I AR P AC R B Sl S R 5 A

NEE 2 SEEHE F AN 2 R B R - BN R IRRERE HF AR N 2 7 B R e h
ST A IR R A B AR - 5540 - 3G W DNAS BB B A JRRHIG T
AN Z FE N FE AT EE IR - BIEAE PP BCR IR R A IR S AN 2
P RNERs o WA BEREIENEE - EARRENR - J5AAtEE
FIHERERFARERA » 81 - B 5 7R R R AR 5 o SOARRE I A 5y
EFRERMEIR - HINIEZ F 5 A &2 FE R Z M - SR 5 7R A]
20 g o Al A A B PR AR AR
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. FERAFFIEBZESHTDNA

EESRDNATETAF HE & A BEDNALR W DNAZ i T HY
DNAMEEE - DIEETIE RDNAS E - EEREDNATETAIF IER =
AL E - HE S OBEDNAKRS EDNAZ R EYIEYRE o (F40 588 47
KIMF)ETHAF - EREVMT  —EE 2das@#alHE T EREIEEE
FUERNZFIERE > MEM&E s U TBEEEEERENU
EA—RH 2 FUARFIEE - e F U RN F RN
ZEUENNLEEBTHRFA R GR E - £8Pt e e ERE
B RERG T AU AR — B 2 T AR 2 A B AV I IR BHEG | B AT RE A T R E 15
Fa5RDNAS & - 2800 > ILIERHG A el EL G A DNA S EAHEE - Ba i DNA
e JFEER RIS - B DNAGE KRR H B MR 4R 1]
R R 5EDNA & & 2 et HE S WA mat T Z IR Ae A Bet e -

PAIM > & A BEAEDNABLAG 5 DNA AR i AR S N Ml » H A
DA A e 2 1% HL A — (i ol {5 %5 - R (E B AG DNA B fin 5 DNA Z A% fn P aE
e BRI RS F AU RN E Z FAL AN - (LEIRA S Sat 2 EHE T
MEERERRTAEHES  NRBBRIFRSFUERNITCFE - BEHER
AL DEEEH T - A RREE N rH{RASEG SADNA fIE RIS F AL R A 2
HREH -

BIEESERR S AN Z R Be Al se A BIFRIE S AN Z BIR A BL 0 Ik
Fr B R R] R A HE il 4R DU 1S 2ETERG 5 DNA & & - 323 fa " DNA S B ELJE
BHEE R B R - BI(ERZ R BB B A BRI BEE T AL R N & ST B -
e Ha SEDNA S BNy 2 R RHIG S Ar BN al sE M - fE Mg s &k
FEz - L BEEARRLET - FEREER B UG 5 DNAS & Z VR (R 5
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AERCEH G TR T EARGEETIERDNAZ E -
A FFEIRER BRRITEMR

SR EEDNAKAEEDNAZ R miVIEEiE R R B R A IR R FI A
RNZEBZF - EUEFERZF _ENLER - FRIMEE T ESREA RN
P EEME  SEENEAcEGSEIREEZIECREIEFSNP Z
fr®h)-EEZF B EEXE AAEREFELIERNZDNARSY Z 5
R AL EEEAY  FLEREZFUR RN HE > HPRE
R —EHAANREF AN EBAVEN -

FLIERG R R e A FER AR G T A Z IFR R F U RN 2 TIE
FRE: - BIELE - JEEHIG R B SR E oy BEfG A IR BHAG L A N 2 A 58
B NIt > JE e A AR E - RN A E - BHIAMGHGH
Ba Sl sk oA 2 AL B (CE R MESNPAL B I E a8 H M IR FADNA &

TE ° SRR MR 7 ~ AR IR o B0 2 R GRIE AL Bs 2 R B B H AT I 8

AL > e DNAG B ] BIFRRe F U E NG BHEE -

B 1 /e IR BEAG 1 B hiE e /1 AR iU DNA - §E I AG DNA hali & 3
Gl - R ATETTAy BAE G 5 2 di o B o B et B A 2 N 2 56
¥ - BILFH Uk 2 FAENZ EHHENETRIRERE A B o BIEAE 251
Hh o SRR A E RN ETT Y - E PTG IERE R B Al B ST AT R AR
SADNA [ oy EEIRIE R Jepiat B2 IERHAG R B R AR EE - AT SAh 5T
Z R DNAE I LLRIE -

AEBR 53110 » B0 5E H {55 A 5 7 Bl B 21 2 ik IR o AU i 37 58 € K
J& SIERE RS TR An > B SR SE T M Re R N - FEEAME ST - %
AE A E RS DNAZ R & VIRV an 1T RS AL N AL 0 A -
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Aol THEEREPMEHESIE - SUBMEAWEAZAE
 BTRRE - ARUEAFEFT AN TN REFEAZER ZSNPZER - 8
Mol TEBERETRECHESME BREHEGUETTEMAEHEE
MEM - @EFaUETTEERNCNEEERER SRR E(SNP)Z
i85 » ZE A B A £ 5 A0 dbSNPE HapMap 2 Bt & 5l - 2FH4 &%
G ERBUETEERSAENRER BHSZERNBLYE - ol F A E
G2 BER o Bl - B0 eE AN (L] G fE 8 &2 BN H) - #E =
Fp o~ BRI 7R ~ EER AT~ UM UEI PCR ~ RS H I S A A
HETTEER o B

EA 4 & E R B H rT G Z 5SS TE - 2200
EH > Affymetrix » FEE47700,000 {41 & 82 & 7 B H ¥ 72 BeadChip » 171E
2B SR o R FEAE I #9812 2 v Jy SN iz S Ty 9 R 3 ]
PRIAH o 2 A o] {ir B > % E IR B TTAE -

TEE Y115 > FEES I AEDNAYEST My - RIS I 48 B 15T 2 rRFE Sk B
S GRS B FA A NEIDNAR B B3 1SR A A AZE AR
(FERGEHEEMRZ RS ER)ZR B REABEMERNCIFE
PEG AL 2 IERRR AL AR 2 7 B - RS MAEDNA W] H KA AT
AT T o RERSIMAEDNA B[ RBRE N HlF - 6= - HFEE
B H AN RSB ASERLNAE 0.1 > 0.2x ~ 0.3x ~ 0.4x ~ 0.5x ~ 0.8% > 1x »
1.5x ~ 2x ~ 3x ~ 4x ~ Sx [ 10x 78 S #alE - HE B H e/NAEF {50005
(EE S - RS/ B F 3000 E (EE S ~ 20008 (5E B - 15005 (H:#% -
/NFRECEE R 1000 S SE Y ~ /N ECEE R 800 S E EE B ~ /N 2SR 1 500 &5
SEE NP ECE R 400 B EEE R NP EEET 200 5 (E SR BECNR EE R 100
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#ERE - 10 EE Y AR T E R THE - Hit > 44
B4 BRI T eI ST E RN AL BE T %Y —EF
B) » {04 B BRI T EREER & op B —50 - JETT A EFR e 5 P
EFEIR AL FIDNAS & -

FEE0 43 120 o (3 B8 5% (30 27 R BB B FL SEDNA 7 08 &8 K- i
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ACCURATE QUANTIFICATION OF FETAL DNA FRACTION BY

SHALLOW-DEPTH SEQUENCING OF MATERNAL PLASMA DNA
(4221
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[52]

Embodiments of the present invention provide methods, systems, and apparatus
for deducing the fetal DNA fraction in maternal plasma without using paternal or fetal
genotypes. Maternal genotype information may be obtained from a maternal -only
DNA sample or may be assumed from shallow-depth sequencing of a biological
sample having both maternal and fetal DNA molecules. Because sequencing may be at

shallow depths, a locus may have only few reads and may fail to exhibit a non -maternal
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allele even if a non-maternal allele is present. However, normalized parameters that
characterize non-maternal alleles sequenced can be used to provide an accurate
estimate of the fetal DNA fraction, even if the amount of non-maternal alleles is in
error. Methods described herein may not need high-depth sequencing or enrichment of
specific regions. As a result, these methods can be integrated into widely used

non-invasive prenatal testing and other diagnostics.
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