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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, SIGMUND ELSINGER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Savan 
nah, in the county of Chatham and State of 

5 Georgia, have invented a new and useful 
Fire-Kindler, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

fire-kindlers, and has for its object to provide 
Io a cheap article in a convenient form for ship 

ment and use which shall contain the inflam 
mable element peculiar to kerosene or crude 
oil without the danger which is incident to the 
use of fuel covered with or soaked in such oil. 
With this object in view my invention con 

sists in preparing wood by treating with a 
mixture of a carbon oil, an acid, and a resinous 
vehicle or paste. The acid is designed to 
open the pores of the wood for the easy and 

20 free reception of the oil, and the resinous mat 
ter, rosin being the preferred substance, is 
designed to enter the pores with the oil and 
prevent escape by evaporation or otherwise, 
and also to form a complete coating upon the 

25 surface of the wood to prevent premature 
ignition and exclude the air and moisture 
therefrom, so that the fuel may be preserved 
from decay. - 
In detail my improved process of prepar 

3o ing kindling-wood is as follows: A mixture 
composed of an acid, such as sulphuric, and 
a carbon oil, such as crude oil or kerosene, 
and a resinous substance, such as rosin, is 
boiled until thoroughly combined. The wood, 

35 cutin convenient shape and size for handling, 
is then placed in the boiling mixture and boiled 
for a few minutes. The Wood is then re 

moved from the mixture and dipped in a 
resinous paste, such as semi-liquid rosin, so 
as to form a complete coating upon the sur 
face of the pieces, and finally the prepared 
sticks are dried. 

It will be noted that in my improved pro 
cess I first cut the wood to be treated into 
convenient lengths for shipment and use, after 
which I boil the same in the compound con 
taining the acid, as described, the last-named 
ingredient being useful when heated to the 
boiling-point in cutting its way into the fiber 
of the wood and providing a way for the 
other ingredients to enter. Furthermore, said 
acid forms a highly-inflammable element of 
the prepared fuel. 
The subsequent dipping of the blocks in a 

resinous paste provides a coating which is 
impermeable to air and water and retains the 
fuel in its original condition for an indefinite 
period. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States, is 
The process of treating whole wood for fire 

kindlers, consisting in first boiling the same 
in a mixture of sulphuric acid, crude oil, and 
rosin, and subsequently dipping the same 
into semi-fluid rosin to form a coating, sub 
stantially, as specified. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

- SIGMUND ELSINGER. 
Witnesses: 

JULIUS KAUFMANN, 
J. STERN, 
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