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1

This invention is directed to, and it is an ob-
ject to provide, a novel portable bed adapted par-
ticularly for use in connection with an automo-
bile; the bed being mounted in novel manner for
swinging movement from a folded position atop
the automobile, to a ground engaging, unfolded
position to the rear of the automobile. ‘

Another object of the invention is to provide &
portable bed which can be easily and quickly ma-
nipulated between folded, carrying position, and
unfolded position for use.

A further object of the invention is to arrange
the bed for detachment from its mount so that
the bed may be used separate from said mount
and the automobile, as may be desirable under
certain conditions. ‘

An additional object of the invention is to pro-
vide the bed with an enclosing tent, and novel
tent supporting means which fold into a com-
pact unit when the bed is in carrying position. .

Tt is also an object of the invention to provide
a portable bed, of the type described, wherein the
mattress and bedding remain in place when the
bed is in folded, carrying position.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a practical portable bed, and one which will be
exceedingly effective for the purpose for which it
is designed. , o

These objects are accomplished by means of

such structure and relative arrangement of parts _;

as will fully appear by a perusal of the following
specification and claims.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of the portable bed
in folded carrying position on an automobile; the
tent being removed for the purpose of clarity.

Tig. 2 is a side elevation of the portable bed in
unfolded position for use, the tent likewise being
removed.

Fig, 3 is an enlarged cross section of the port-
able bed in folded transport position, illustrating
the tent thereon and the manner of attachment
of the bed to the automobile top. s

Fig. 4 is an end view, partly broken away, of

the bed in use, particularly .detached from the 4

swing arms. . e
Tig. 5 is a plan view of the bed unit, folded. .
Pig_ 6 is a fragmentary plan view illustrating

one of the releasable clamps.

TFig. 7 is a fragmentary plan view partly in
section showing the connection between the swing
arms.and the bed frame. : S

Referring now more particularly to the char-
acters of reference on the drawings, the inven-
tion includes a bed unit, indicated generally ab
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{, which bed unit comprises a rectangular bed
frame 2 having parallel side bars 3.  The bed
frame 2 is fitted with a set of flat bed springs
4, on which a mattress 5 is adapted to rest. Ad-
jacent opposite ends thereof the side bars 3 in-
clude fittings 8, into which legs T are removably
threaded; said legs including feet 8. - N

Each of the side bars 3 of the bed frame 2 is
fitted with an elongated, generally U-shaped side
frame 9, which side frames are pivoted in con-
nection with the ends of the side bars 3 for swing-
ing movement from a downwardly folded posi-
tion, as in Pigs. 1 and 5, to an upright position,
as in Figs. 2 and 4. One of the side frames 9 is
shorter than the other, yet symmetrical thereto,
whereby said shorter frame may swing through
the other when being folded or erected. )

When the bed umit { is in use, and supported
by the legs 1 from the ground, the side frames
8 are swung upward from folded position to
erected position, and there maintained in said
latter position by extensible braces 10 which con-
nect between attachment elements {1 at the top
corners of said side frames 9. Additionally, diag-
onal guy cords 12 limit upward movement of the
side frames 9 to substantially vertical, and there-
after prevent swaying thereotf.

A generally box-shaped tent 13 surrounds the
above described bed unit and is supported, when
the same is unfolded, by the side frames 9, in the
manner clearly illustrated in Fig. 4. At one end
the tent 13 includes an endless slide fastener (L]
to provide access into the tent and $o the bed.

The above described bed unit | is mounted for
swinging movement between a folded carrying

‘position above the top 18 of an automobile {6, to

a ground engaging position for use to the rear of
the automobile, by means of the following mount:

A pair of upstanding brackets 17 are fixed on
the rear bumper 18 of the automobile, and a pair
of longitudinally extending, transversely spaced
swing arms (9 are pivoted, at one end, to the
brackets 11, as at 20, for swinging movement
from.an upwardly and forwardly inclined posi-
tion overhanging: the top 15 of the automobile,
as in Fig. 1, to a rearwardly projecting position
adjacent the ground, as in Fig. 2. The arms are
formed so that when in such upwardly and for-
wardly inclined position they are generally sym-
metrical to the automobile {6, but include verti-
cal legs 21 then substantially parallel to the up-
standing bracket. (1. In this position of the
swing arms 19, the legs 21 are attached to the
bracket {1 by releasable clamps 22, one of which
is shown in detail in Fig. 6.
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A$ its normally forward or free ends the swing
arms i9 are fitted with transverse sleeves 23
which turnably and removably engage with cor-
responding studs 24 which project laterally out-
wardly from the bed frame 2 centrally of the
ends of the side bars 3. By reason of this ar-
rangement the bed unit | is normally secured in
connection with the mount, but can be detached
therefrom for separate use, as in Fig. 4.

When the bed unit is in its folded carrying po-
sition above the top 15 of the automobile 16,
stops 25 are swung out from beneath the side
bars 3 to engagement under the swing arms. {9

rearwardly of fthe then forward ends of “said.

swing arms. On opposite sides of the hed frams
2 the then forward fittings 6, from ‘which the legs
1 are removed, are threadingly engaged by one
member of adjustable and releasable couplings 286
attached to tie and suction cup units 27 which
cooperate with the top 15, and each of which
‘units includes a hook 28 engaging beneath. the
-adjacent gutter 29.  In this manner the forward
.end of the folded bed unit I is secured against
bouncing when the automobile is in motion.

. ‘The tent 3 is folded on the bed.uxit , when -,

-the latter is in its carrying positien, in the man-
ner shown in Fig. 3, and the folded top portion of
said tent is tied. down by means of &ie strings 30
~running through grommets 3i. In its folded .po-

sition the bed unit | retains the mattress 5 and -

bedding thereon. :

. It will be seen that the bed unit- I can be easily
and. quickly swung from its folded transport po-
sition _to. 5 rearwardly disposed position-on the

ground for-use, by mereély releasing the couplings -

26 and shifting the stops 25 fo. an inoperative
position. i o
~..-Counterbalanee. springs 32, servé to prévent too
Tapid mevement of the swing arms {9 upon shift-
Ang of the bed unit I from.folded transport posi-
-tion rearwardly to ground engaging position for
use. " . ,

.. Onee the bed unit | has been disposed adjacent
‘the.ground fo the rear of the automobile, it is a
simple task to attach the.legs 7.and to erect the
side .frames 9 for support of the tent {3 in the
manner previously described.

-From the foregoing description it will be réad-

ily seen that there has been produced such.a
device as substantially fulfills the objects of the
Anvention as set forth herein.
. "While this specification sets forth in detail the
present and prefecred construetion of the device,
Still in practice such deviations from such -de-
tail may be resorted to as do not form a depar-
ture.from the spirit of the invention, as defined
by the appended claims. )

. Having thus described the invention, the fol-
lowing. is claimed as new and useful and upon
which Letters Patent is desived:

1. A portable bed unit comprising a bed frame
including spaced side bars, a mattress supporting
spring set in the frame, g box-like tent enclosing
the frame, longitudinal side frames pivoted in
connection with the side bars for swinging motion
from a downwardly folded position adjacent the
spring set to an upstanding, tent erecting posi-
tion, and means to releasably hold the side frame
in said upstanding position; said means inelud-
ing braces detachably connected bétween the side

frames at the top adjacent the ends, and diag-

onal tie cords connected between the side frames
and the bed frame to limit unfolding motion of
said side frames.

2. A portable bed unit comprising a bed frame
including spaced side bars, a mattress supporting
spring set in the frame, g box-like tent enclosing
the frame, longitudinal side frames pivoted in
connection with the side bars for swinging mo-
tion from a downwardly folded position adjacent
the spring set to an upstanding, tent erecting po-
sition, and means to releasably hold the side

‘frame in said upstanding position: the side
frames being of elongated U shape, one being
shorter than the other and positioned to swing

- through the latter to permit of lapping of the

- side frames when folded.

3. A portable bed for automobiles comprising
a bed unif adapted to be normally dispcsed shove
‘the top of an automobile for transport therewith,
means mounting the bed unit for swinging mo-
tion lengthwise of the automobile from said trans-
port position to a position for ground support be-
yond one end of the automobile, such means in-
cluding a pair of transversely spaced longitudi-
nally extending swing arms, means pivotally con-
necting the arms at one end to the bed unit at
points intermediate the ends of said bed unit, and
means. adapted to. pivotally connect the arms at
the cther end to an end structure of an automo-
bile, portions of .said arms extending alengside
fhe bed unit when the latter is in transport poesi-
tien, stops on the bed unit swingable under such
portions of the swing arms, and tie down units
connected between the forward end portion of
the bed unit and the top of the automobile.

4. A portable bed. for automobiles comprising
a bed unit adapted to be normally disposed akove
the .top.of -an automobile for transport there-
with, means mounting the bed unit for swinging
moticn. lengthwise of the automobile from said
fransport position to .a position for ground sup-
port beyend oene end of the automobile, such
means .includiig a pair of transversely spaceéd
longitudinally extending. swing arms, mean piv-
otally connecting the arms at one end to the bed
unit at points intermediate the ends of said bed
unit, and means adapted to pivotally connect the

45 arms at the other end to an end structure of an
automobile, such latter means including upstand-
ing brackets fixed to said end structure, the swing
arms being pivoted to the brackets below the up-
per ends of. the.latter and extending upwardly

50 alongside the brackets when the bed unit is in
transport position, and releasable clamps on the
brackets then engaging the swing arms. ‘
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