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My present invention relates generally to
draped window curtains, such as “Priscilla” or
“cottage” type curtains, which are ordinarily
made of sheer material, and it has particular
reference to a curtain of this type provided with
an improved tie-back arrangement forming an
integral part of the curtain.

The conventional tie-back consists of a strip
of material which is doubled upon itself to form
a loop within which the curtain is gathered, and
the ends of this strip are provided with loops
or similar fastening means whereby they may
be secured fo the wall or window frame adja-
cent the curtain. Such an arrangement has a
number of disadvanfages. For example, since
the tie-back is of fixed length, the gathered or
shirred portion of the curtain is of invariable
size; and since the tie-back is engaged around
the entire width of the curtain the neatness and
regularity of the shirring, and the graceful con-
tour of the curtain as a whole, is difficult to
control. Furthermore, the shirred portion is not
self-retaining, and the gathered folds of the
curtain do not always stay put. Also, since the
tie-back is a separate member, it may easily
become lost, and, in fact, it Is very frequently
lost during the handling of the curtain in the
retail store, or during subsequent laundering op-
erations.

The main object of the present invention is
to provide an improved curtain construction in
which a tie-back arrangement is formed as an
integral part of the curtain, and in which the
desired draping of the curtain to any desired
extent may be effected without any contriva.nces
extraneous to the curtain itself.

A more particular object of the invention is
the provision of a tie-back arrangement which
permits adjustment of the curtain to obtain a
shirring that is evenly distributed along the ex-
tent of the tie-back, and which is self-retaining
once the desired adjustment has been effected.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a curtain construction in which the adjustment
of the tie-back to attain the desired effect may
be carried out by even the most unskilled person.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a curtain construction in which the gathering
of the body of the curtain may be effected with-
out necessarily engaging around an ornamental
fringe that may be provided along the inner
edge of the curtain.

Among the advantages of the present inven-
tion are the extreme simplicity of structure of
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cost of manufacture is no greater, or even less,
than the cost of a curtain and a separate tie-
back arrangement; its self-retaining character-
istics; its neatness and attractiveness; and the
ease with which the curtain may be installed
and adjusted.

I achieve the foregoing ohlects and advan-
tages, and such other objects and advantages
as may hereinafter appear or be pointed out, in
the manner illustratively exemplified in the ac-
companying drawing, in which:

Figure 1 is an elevational view of a window
curtain installation of the “cottage” type, show-
ing an illustrative use of draped curtains pro-
vided with an integral tie-back arrangement, in
accordance with my invention;

Figure 2 is an elevational view of an illustra-
tive embodiment of my invention, the improved
curtain being shown in a flat position with the
tie-back inoperative;

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, but
showing the curtain gathered at its midporticn
by the tie-back;

Figure 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional per-
spective view, of a portion of the tie-back ar-
rangement, this view being taken substantially
along the line 4&—4 of Figure 2;

Figure 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional per-
spective view, of a portion of the tie-back ar-
rangement, this view being taken substantially
along the line 5—9% of Figure 2; and .

Figure 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view,
showing the tie-back In use, this view being
taken substantially along the line §—6 of Fig-
ure 3.

The curtain installation shown by way of ex-
ample In Figure 1 is of the so-called “cottage”
type, and comprises a pair of curtains A and
B, which constitute the subject of my invention,
and a pair of auxiliary curtains C and D, which
are not draped and which overhang the lower
portion of the window, while the draped cur-
tains A and B overhang portions of the upper
part of the window. Suifable means E and F,
such as pins or hooks are shown at the sides
of the window, and serve for securing a portion
of the tie-back thereto, thereby anchoring the
lower portions of the curtains, although asg will
appear more clearly as this description proceeds,
the tie-back will perform its gathering function
without necessarily securing any portion thereof
to the wall adjacent the window or to the win-
dow frame.

The curtains A and B are identical in con-

the combined curtain and tie-back, whereby its 55 struction, but the parts thereof are reversed, as
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will be obvious, one being a right and the other
& left. A description of the curtain A will there-
fore suffice for & disclosure of my invention.

The curtain A, as clearly shown in Figure 2,
comprises a body portion in the form of a panel
10, which may be made, for example, of sheer
gauzy material, to the top of which is secured
a valance Il provided with a channeled portion
{2 through which a curtain-rod G (see Figure
1) may be Inserted.

The inner vertical edge 12a¢ and the bottom
edge of the curtain A are shown provided with
an ornamental ruffle or fringe 13, Although this
is not & necessary part of my invention, it will
appear hereinafter that by this additional fea-
ture ornamental effects may be obtained that are
impossible of attainment where one of the con-
ventional tie-back arrangements is used. The
ruffle 13 is shown as provided with an ornamental

band {4 along its juncture to the body portion :

10.

In accordance with my invention, a strip of
flexible material, 15, such as fabrie, is caused
to extend transversely across the body portion
10 cf the curtain, this strip being secured to
the curtain along its edges by means of stitching
16 thereby forming an elongated pocket or chan-
nel. This pocket or channel is arranged at a
slight angle, and is positioned substantially along
the line of the ultimate desired tie-back effect.
Within this channel is positioned an elongated
fexible member 11, shown in the form of a band
or tape, although obviously it may have other
forms. This member 17 serves as a drawing
string to effect the gathering of the curtain and
serves further to secure the curtain to the wall
or to the window frame. The drawing member
1T is unsecured within the pocket except at the
inner end thereof, which in the illustrated em-
bodiment is at the inner vertical edge 12a of
the curtain, and this securing may be conven-
iently effected by the same stitching that secures
the ruffle 13 and its ornamental band 4 to the
body portion 10 of the curtain. ‘This is indi-
cated in Figure 5, in ‘which the edge of the bhody
portion 10 and the ends of the strip 5 and
the member IT are shown doubled over and se-
cured by two rows of stitches 18 to the doubled-
over edge portionsg of ‘the ruffle 13 and the strip

The member 17 is of such a length that its
rear end portion normally protrudes out of the
rear end of the pocket or channel. By pulling
on this free end of the member 17, the strip
1§ and the adjacent portions 10 are gathered
or shirred as shown in Pigures 1, 3 and 6. This
results in the formation of folds that are rather
evenly spaced. The frictional interengagemex;t
between these folds and the member 17T produces
a self-retaining shirred effect, distributed along
the entire length of the engaged portion of the
member 11,

It will now be observed, as shown in Figure 3,
that by virtue of the attachment of the member
{1 at the inner edge of the ruffle 13, the lattor
will not be included in the gathered portions
of the curtain, whereby an effect is obtained
that Is impossible with conventiona] tie-back ar-
rangements, which include the ruffie as well as
the body of the curtain. Obviously, however,
if desired, the member 17 might be attached at
the free edge of the ruffle, whereby the latter
wculd be included in the gathering.

It will further be seen that the member i1
is always held at the desired angle relatively
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to the curtain, whereas in the conventional tie-
back arrangements this angle is variable due to
Taulty initial positioning and due to slipping of
the parts out of their desired position.

“In use, the curtain A, after being hung, will
be adjusted by means of the drawing member
1T until the desired effect is obtained after which
the member IT may be secured to the fastening
device E or F (see Figure 1) in order to cause
the curtain to hang with its outer edge 19 in a
vertical position. If this latter effect is not de-
sired, or if free hanging of the curtain. is de-
sired, the securing of course may be dispensed
with, while the gathering is nevertheless re-
tained.

As an additional convenience in securing the
curtain the member 11 may be provided with
means such as apertures or loops at spaced in-
tervals whereby it may be conveniently attached
to securing means such as a pin or hook.

It will thus be seen that I have provided a
curtain having a tie-back arrangement integral
therewith, of simple construction and capable
of manufacture at low cost, and having advan-
tages of adjustability and of novel ornamental
effects not heretofore enjoyed in conventional
curtain. constructions.

In general, it will be understood that those
skilled in the art may make changes in the de-
tails herein described and illustrated without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of the inven-
tion as expressed in the appended claims, It is
therefore intended that these details be inter-
preted as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention ang illus-
trated its use, what I claim as new and desire to
secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A window curtain of the draped type com-
prising a body portion of sheer material provided
at its top with means for supporting it from a
curtain rod, and having a plain vertical outer
edge that is adapted to hang straight, a shirred
ruffle secured to the inner edge, a strip of fabric
extending transversely across the body portion of
said curtain adjacent the midportion thereof from
the rufile in an upward direction to the straight
vertical outer edge, said strip being secured at its
sides and at the end adjacent the ruffle to the
said body portion so as to form an elongated
pocket closed at its end adjacent the ruffle and
open at said vertical outer edge, and an elongated
flexible member in said pocket and secured there-
in only at the closed end of said pocket, and the
free end of said member normally protruding out
of the open end of said pocket, whereby on draw-
ing said member outwardly out of said pocket,
the curtain will be gathered and will be retained
in its gathered position by the friction between
said member and the walls of said pocket, and
said flexible member being adapted for secure-
ment of its free end portion to suitable securing
means adjacent a window on which the curtain
is hung. '

2. In a window curtain, a panel of fabric con-
stituting the body portion of the curtain, a tie-
back arrangement comprising an elongated pocket
secured to said panel, an elongated flexible mem-
ber extending through said pocket and having
one end secured to the curtain at one end of said
member, the other portions of said member be-
ing unsecured and the free end of said member
normally protruding from said pocket, whereby
on drawing said member out of said pocket the
pocket and the adjacent panel portions will be
gathered,
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3. In a window curtain, tie-back means se-
cured to and forming an integral part of said
curtain for gathering a portion of said curtain
and securing the curtain to a wall adjacent a
window on which said curtain is hung, said means
comprising an elongated pocket with flexible walls
extending transversely across and secured to the
curtain along the length of said pocket, said
pocket being open at one end, an elongated flex-
ible drawing member within said pocket, said
member having one end portion extending
through the open mouth of said pocket and hav-
ing its other end secured within said pocket to
said curtain, and said member being otherwise
unsecured, whereby on drawing the portions of
the member normally within said pocket out of
said pocket the pocket and the curtain will be
gathered. .

4, An arrangement as defined in claim 3 said
pocket extending transversely across said curtain
at an angle to the horizontal when the curtain is
hung.
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5. A window curtain comprising a body portion
of fabric, an ornamental shirred ruffle along one
edge of said fabric, and a tie-back arrangement
integral with said curtain and positioned gener-
ally transversely thereof to gather the body por-
tion of the curtain without gathering the ruffie.

6. In combination with a window curtain, a tie-
back arrangement comprising an elongated flex-
ible member arranged in a transverse direction
having a portion secured to said curtain and
other portions unsecured thereto and means for
holding said unsecured portions of said member
in frictional engagement with portions of the cur-
tain, whereby upon longitudinal movement of
said unsecured portions relatively to the curtain
the parts of the latter adjacent said unsecured
portions will be gathered and held in their gath-
ered position by friction.

BERNARD ROSENBERG.




