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This invention relates to paint brush preserving 
devices and more particularly to a holder or Sup 
port for paintbrushes whereby the bristles there 
of may be suspended in a suitable fluid such as 
for cleaning the same. It will be recognized that 
the function of such devices is to prevent paint on 
the brushes from drying and hardening and ren 
dering the brush unfit for use. 

Devices for Suspending a paint brush within a 
container filled with turpentine or the like have 
been used, but in general the devices were adapt 
ed to a particular container so as to be neces 
Sarily aSSociated thereWith. Accordingly, open 
CanS and Various bottles which may have been 
used to preserve paint brushes were not thus lus 
able in the absence of a specific cover therefor 
upon which was provided means to suitably en 
gage the brush. 

Bearing the foregoing in mind, it is an object 
of the present invention to provide paint brush 
SuSpension means Which can be utilized. With 
practically any container large enough to receive 
the brush. Thus, the invention is adapted to con 
tainers over a wide range of sizes and the device 
may be manufactured and sold without a con 
tainer inasmuch as the purchaser can very easily 
provide his Own. In this way, used tin cans with 
their tops removed may well serve to preserve 
paintbrushes in cooperation with the device here 
inafter described. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

COver-like means for Suspending a paint brush in 
a container, which cover is not specifically fitted 
to the container So as to present no difficulties in 
either applying or removing it therefrom. 

Still another object of my invention is to pro 
Wide means for SUSpending a paint brush in a fluid 
which may accommodate brushes of a wide range 
of sizes and shapes. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a paint brush preserving device of pronounced 
Simplicity so as to offer considerable manufac 
turing economies. 
Other objects of my invention will be apparent 

from the following description, it being under 
stood that the above general statements of the 
objects of my invention are intended to describe 
and not limit it in any manner. 

Referring to the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a top view of a brush suspended in a 

container according to the instant invention. 
Fig. 2 is a section taken along the line 2-2 

thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a separate top view of a brush engag 

ing member. 
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Fig. 4 is a sectional view of a modified embodi 

ment of the container COWer. 
Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, a container fo is 

illustrated as being partly filled with a fluid 
which may be turpentine, kerosene, gasoline or 
any of the usual liquids in which paint brushes 
are immersed in order to clean the same from 
paint. The cover 2 is illustrated as a planar disk 
of sufficient diameter to cover the mouth of Con 
tainer 3. It is obvious that the cover 2 may be 
larger than that shown as long as it is of larger 
diameter than the container. 
An opening 3 is formed in cover 2 whereby 

the handle 4 of a paint brush 5 may be inserted 
therethrough. In order to prevent the paint 
brush from falling through the opening 3, an 
elongated clamping member 6 is provided SO as 
to engage the handle 4. The longitudinal di 
mension of clamping member 6 being greater 
than that of opening 3, the member 6 can not 
fall through the opening and in turn prevents 
the handle 4 from doing so. Thus, as Seen in 
Fig. 2, the bristles of the paint brush are suit 
ably suspended within the fluid and paint may 
drip off the brush while the bristles are main 
tained against contact with the floor of the 
container. 
The clamping member 6 comprises a one-piece 

structure of a resilient metal such as steel in 
which the planar leg 8 may be slipped within 
the hooked end 9 of the leg 20 so as to surround 
and create a resilient engaging pressure on the 
handle 6 as illustrated in Fig. 1. When it is de 
sired to release the brush, the leg 8 is merely 
pushed laterally in relation to the end 9 where 
upon it assumes the broken line position illus 
trated in Fig. 3. 

It will be apparent that the cover 2, being 
adapted to fit a large variety of containers Will, in 
combination. With the clamping member 6, 
maintain the brush 6 in a desired state of sus 
pension. Clannping member 6 may be used with 
or without the cover 2 since it represents an ex 
tremely simple engaging member adapted to Sus 
pend the brush in containers by merely overlap 
ping the borders thereof. 

If desired, clamping member 6 may be pro 
vided with edge teeth 2 so as to more firmly en 
gage the lip 22 of container 0 when the cover 2 
is not used in combination therewith. Accord 
ingly, it is only necessary in this event to clamp 
member 6 around the handle 4 and place it over 
the lip 22 of container i0 whereupon the lip will 
be received in at least one of the corrugations 2 
so as to prevent the member 6 from sliding un 
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duly. The length of member 6 is made greater 
than the expected diameter of containers which 
it will serve in order that the device may be used 
without the cover f2. 
In addition, the cover 2 may take the form 

illustrated in Fig. 4 wherein a series of radially 
spaced concentric grooves or corrugations 23 aire 
provided to render a more suitable engagement 
between the cover and the container. The cor 
rugations 23 will serve to engage the lip 22 and, 
since the corrugations extend throughout the 
body of the cover, it is adapted to accomm10date 
containers of various sizes and can engage them. 
by the corrugations notwithstanding the variety 
of container sizes which can be served. It is 
apparent that in a combination Such as shown in 
Fig. 2, the clamping member 6 may be used with 
or Without the cover 2, as desired, and that the 
modified embodiment illustrated in Fig. 4 may be 
Substituted for the cover 2 shown in Fig. 2. 
The clamping member 6a as shown in Fig. 3 

differs only from the clamping member 6 in that 
it is not corrugated and it may similariy be lised 
with or without a cooperating cover on the con 
tainer. It will also be observed that Since the 
length of the clamping members exceeds the di 
ameter of the container, it is feasible to use Such 
a clamping member even during the process of 
painting whereby it is possible to rest the brush 
Within the paint can at any time during the 
painting operation. The paintbrush Will thereby 
not fall to the bottom of the can and the clamp 
ing member need not be removed While the brush 
is being used for painting. When the cover 2 is 
used in the combination it is, of course, prefer 
able to use the clamping member 6a since the 
corrugations 2 would be entirely unnecessary 
because these corrugations would not touch the 
container mouth. 

I have shown a preferred embodiment of my 
invention, but it is obvious that numerous changes 
and omissions may be made therefrom without 
departing from its spirit. 

I claim: 
1. A brush suspending device comprising a cir 

cular planar member adapted to rest on the 
mouth of an open container, said planar member 
having an opening formed centrally therethrough 
to receive the handle of a paint brush, and an 
elongated clamping member for engaging said 
paint brush handle and preventing it from fall 
ing through said opening, said clamping mem 
ber comprising two legs adapted to surround 
said brush handle and means to hook said legs 
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4. 
together so as to engage said handle, said clamp 
ing member normally resting above said planar 
member over said opening thereof and being 
larger than both Said opening, and Said planar 
inenber. 

2. A brush suspending device comprising a cir 
cular planar member adapted to Serve as a Con 
tainer cover, said planar member being formed 
With a plurality of radially spaced and concentric 
grooves for engaging the mouth of the container, 
each of said plurality of grooves being radially 
spaced so that said planar member may fit differ 
ent sizes of containers, said pianar member haW 
iiig an opening formed centrally therethrough to 
receive the handle of a paint brush, and clamping 
means for connection to said handle and dis 
posed over said opening for Suspending said brush 
handle Within Said Opening. 

3. A brush suspending device comprising a 
planar member adapted to Serve as a container 
cover, said planar member being formed With a 
plurality of radially Spaced and concentric 
grooves for engaging the mouth of the container, 
each of said plurality of grooves being radially 
Spaced so that said planar member may fit differ 
ent sizes of containers, Said member having an 
Opening formed centrally therethrough to receive 
the handle of a paint brush, and clamping means 
for connection to said handle and disposed over 
said opening for suspending said brush handle 
Within said opening, said clamping means com 
prising an elongated member of resilient material 
and of larger dinnensions than said opening and 
having two connected legs for admitting said 
handle between then, and locking means ori said 
legs whereby said handle may be clamped by said 
legs. 
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